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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

    
In the Tennet language there are several different types of words:  nouns, verbs, 

pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, location words, connectors, and others.  We will learn 

about these in this book.  We will also learn about how the words go together into 

groups of words called clauses, sentences, and stories. 

    

Learning about the words and groups of words in Tennet can help you become a better 

reader and writer.  It is especially important for those writing books and translating 

Scripture to understand the lessons of this book.  

 

Examples sentences in this book come from the stories Ngarido ci elegjenu (Animal Story), 

Buwec ci apwe ele (Fat Lady), Ngarido ci gwo̱o̱yo̱ (Fire), Ngarido ci baizo (Way of 

Living), Ngarido ci cukulo (School), Ngarido ci merto (Beer), Buwec ci adangone ol 

(Young Men Compete over Lady), Ngarido ci Tamu (Tamu), and Ma anyakku ibatti 

Tennet (Stop Doing). 
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NounsNounsNounsNouns    
    

A noun can be a person, place, object, or idea.   For example in the sentences below, 

lotuwentilotuwentilotuwentilotuwenti  'rat', laatalaatalaatalaata 'yeast', eezeezeezeez    'goat', iṉya̱iṉya̱iṉya̱iṉya ̱   'neck', and ee̱̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯttt 'person' are all nouns. 

 

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata.lotuwenti laata.lotuwenti laata.lotuwenti laata. 'The ratratratrat gathered the yeastyeastyeastyeast.' 

Odowozik eezeezeezeez necu iṉya̱iṉya̱iṉya̱iṉya ̱ci ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯttt. 'The goatgoatgoatgoat butted the neckneckneckneck of that personpersonpersonperson.' 

 

The following are other examples of nouns: 
 

Tennet NounsTennet NounsTennet NounsTennet Nouns    

Singular Plural  

ee̱ṯ ol 'man, person' 

ngaa ngaai ‘woman’ 

gool go̱o̱llo̱k 'path, road' 

cee̱ẕ cee̱ẕi ̱ 'house' 

keet keen 'tree' 

eez eeza 'goat' 

ele eḻeṯti ̱ ‘body’ 

keelang keelangwa ‘leopard’ 

bbam̱bbu̱ bbam̱bbu̱weṯ ‘tobacco’ 

gwo̱o̱ gwo̱o̱nya ̱ ‘fire’ 

tiṯim̱ tiṯim̱o̱ ‘river bank’ 

yaṉi ̱ yaṉeṉ ‘medicine’ 

bac̱i ̱ bac̱iṉno̱k ‘mistake’ 

iṟo̱ngiṯ irong ‘fly’ 

maamoc maam ‘water’ 

 

Usually a noun has two forms.  For example, ngaangaangaangaa 'woman' is the singular form used for 

one woman, and ngaangaangaangaaiiii 'women' is the plural form used for more than one woman.   

 

There are three ways that nouns have singular and plural forms.  They can add suffixes 

to the plural form as in bbam̱bbu̱bbam̱bbu̱bbam̱bbu̱bbam̱bbu̱we̱we̱we̱weṯttt ‘tobacco’ and eezeezeezeezaaaa    ‘goat’.  They can add suffixes 

to the singular form as in iṟo̱iṟo̱iṟo̱iṟo̱ngngngngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt    ‘fly’ and maammaammaammaamococococ    ‘water’.  They can also add suffixes 

in both singular and plural forms as in keekeekeekeetttt, , , , keekeekeekeennnn ‘tree’ and aha aha aha ahatttt, , , , aẖa̱aẖa̱aẖa̱aẖaṉi ̱ni ̱ni ̱niṉnnn    ‘food’. 
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Additionally the tone may change as in bac̱i ̱bac̱i ̱bac̱i ̱bac̱i,̱ , , , bac̱iṉno̱bac̱iṉno̱bac̱iṉno̱bac̱iṉno̱kkkk ‘mistake’ and cee̱̱ cee̱ ̱ cee̱ ̱ cee̱ẕzzz, , , , cee̱ẕi ̱cee̱ẕi ̱cee̱ẕi ̱cee̱ẕi ̱‘house’. 

If the suffix is heavy, the heavy suffix causes the whole word to become heavy as in eleeleeleele, , , , 

eḻe̱eḻe̱eḻe̱eḻeṯti ̱tti ̱tti ̱tti ̱   ‘body’and iṟo̱iṟo̱iṟo̱iṟo̱ngngngngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt, irong , irong , irong , irong ‘fly’. 

 

Three ways for noun plural formationThree ways for noun plural formationThree ways for noun plural formationThree ways for noun plural formation    

 Singular suffix Root Plural suffix  

-iṯ/ iṟo̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt irong  ‘fly’ 

-oc/ maamococococ maam  ‘water’ 

/-weṯ  bbam̱bbu̱ bbam̱bbu̱we̱we̱we̱weṯttt ‘salt’ 

/-a  eez eezaaaa ‘goat’ 

-t/-n keetttt kee- keennnn ‘tree’ 

-t/-niṉ ahatttt aha- aẖaṉi ̱ni ̱ni ̱niṉnnn ‘food’ 

 

 

Plural Nouns with SuffixesPlural Nouns with SuffixesPlural Nouns with SuffixesPlural Nouns with Suffixes    

 

Nouns can be put into groups according to the singular or plural suffix endings.  For 

example, all the nouns below have the suffix –––– Co̱Co̱Co̱Co̱kkkk in the plural form (C is the place 

holder for a consonant, here usually the last consonant of the singular form). 

 

--------////----Co̱Co̱Co̱Co̱kkkk    

Singular Plural  

looc lo̱o̱cco̱co̱co̱co̱kkkk ‘land, earth’ 

gool go̱o̱llo̱lo̱lo̱lo̱kkkk ‘road, path’ 

liil lii̱ḻlo̱lo̱lo̱lo̱kkkk ‘river’ 

zoz zo̱zzzzzo̱o̱o̱o̱kkkk ‘word, matter, situation’ 

magiz mag̱iẕzo̱zo̱zo̱zo̱kkkk ‘hunger’ 

orog, olo o̱ro̱gjo̱jo̱jo̱jo̱kkkk ‘village, compound’ 

liṉgliṉgo̱n liṉgliṉgo̱nno̱no̱no̱no̱kkkk ‘work-VN’ 

 

All the nouns below have the suffix ––––iiii (or ––––i ̱i ̱i ̱i)̱ in the plural form.  When a singular form 

such as nyeloknyeloknyeloknyelok 'month' ends in kkkk, the kkkk disappears in the plural form nyeloinyeloinyeloinyeloi. 
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--------////----i i i i or --------////----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   

Singular Plural  

ngaa ngaaiiii ‘woman’ 

uruz urziiii ‘dog’ 

nyelok nyeloiiii ‘month’ 

cee̱ẕ cee̱ẕi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘house’ 

vu̱ru̱t vu̱rti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘tip, butt’ 

buuwec bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘lady’ 

 

The nouns below have various other suffixes in the plural form. 
 

--------////----tti ̱tti ̱tti ̱tti ̱   

Singular Plural  

ele eḻeṯti ̱tti ̱tti ̱tti ̱ ‘body’ 

iba iḇaṯti ̱tti ̱tti ̱tti ̱ ‘arm’ 

inya iṉyaṯti ̱tti ̱tti ̱tti ̱ ‘neck’ 

--------////----wawawawa    

laarab laarabwawawawa ‘flat stone’ 

keelang keelangwawawawa ‘leopard’ 

mac maccwawawawa ‘husband’ 

cerem ceremwawawawa ‘leather clothing’ 

--------////----nyanyanyanya    

marakac marakacnyanyanyanya ‘town’ 

gwo̱o̱ gwo̱o̱nya̱nya̱nya̱nya ̱ ‘fire’ 

--------////----etetetet      

ngarido ngaṟiḏe̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘story’ 

ngari ngaretetetet ‘witchdoctor, healer’ 

Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉe̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘God’ 

cuukul cuukuletetetet ‘school’ 

bbam̱bbu̱ bbam̱bbu̱we̱e̱e̱eṯttt ‘tobacco’ 

lobor (tone OK) loboretetetet ‘location’ 

--------////----aaaa 

zar zaraaaa ‘name’ 

eez eezaaaa ‘goat’ 
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--------////----en (the vowels can be heavy or light)en (the vowels can be heavy or light)en (the vowels can be heavy or light)en (the vowels can be heavy or light) 

laata laatenenenen ‘yeast’ 

yaṉi ̱ yaṉe̱e̱e ̱eṉnnn ‘medicine’ 

aḻli ̱ aḻle̱e̱e ̱eṉnnn ‘stick’ 

kolle kollenenenen ‘crowd’ 

merte mertenenenen ‘beer’ 

--------////----nno̱nno̱nno̱nno̱kkkk 

bac̱i ̱ bac̱iṉno̱k ‘mistake’ 

baa̱ḻ / baa̱ḻi ̱ baa̱ḻiṉno̱k ‘night’ 

--------////----o̱o̱o̱o̱ 

tiṯim̱ tiṯim̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘river bank’ 

--------////----tiktiktiktik    

ngin ngintiktiktiktik ‘place’ 

--------////----eṯe̱eṯe̱eṯe̱eṯe ̱(or ----eteeteeteete) 

ngay̱ya ̱ ngay̱yeṯe̱eṯe̱eṯe̱eṯe ̱ ‘girl’ 

--------////----anianianiani    

ru̱u̱m ru̱u̱maṉi ̱aṉi ̱aṉi ̱aṉi ̱(tone?) ‘clothes’ 

--------////----iṯto̱iṯto̱iṯto̱iṯto̱nnnn    

nong no̱ngiṯto̱iṯto̱iṯto̱iṯto̱nnnn (tone?) ‘problem’ 

--------////----ze̱ze̱ze̱zeṯttt    

bu̱l bu̱lze̱ze̱ze̱zeṯttt ‘generation’ 

 
 

Singular Nouns with SuffixesSingular Nouns with SuffixesSingular Nouns with SuffixesSingular Nouns with Suffixes    
 

In some nouns, only the singular form has a suffix.  For example, the nouns below may 

have the suffix ––––cccc in the singular form.  Here, when a plural form such as vajokvajokvajokvajok 'age 

group' ends in kkkk, the kkkk disappears in the singular form vajocvajocvajocvajoc. 
 

----c/c/c/c/--------    

Singular Plural  

vajocccc vajok ‘age group’ 

o̱ro̱biy̱a̱cccc o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱ ‘money’ 

ungecccc unge ‘nose’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱cccc mam̱aṟiy̱o̱ ‘tree type’ 

eḇeṟe̱e̱e ̱ec̱ccc ebere ‘eye’ 
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The nouns below have various other suffixes in the singular form. 
 

----i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯ/t/t/t/--------    

Singular Plural  

lo̱go̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt logoz ‘young.man’ 

miṉiṉgi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt mining ‘evil spirit’ 

eḻeg̱i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt elegje ‘animal’ 

iṟo̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt irong ‘fly’ 

meṟdeṉi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt merden ‘bean’ 

----oc/oc/oc/oc/--------    

maamococococ maam ‘water’ 

aciirococococ aciir ‘soldier’ 

----enit/enit/enit/enit/--------    

lotuwenitenitenitenit lottuk ‘rat’ 

 

Singular and Plural Nouns with SuffixesSingular and Plural Nouns with SuffixesSingular and Plural Nouns with SuffixesSingular and Plural Nouns with Suffixes    
 

In some nouns, both the singular and plural forms have suffixes.  For example, the noun 

uturtac uturtac uturtac uturtac ‘lady’ has the suffix ––––cccc in the singular form and the suffix ----nananana in the plural form. 
 

----c/c/c/c/----nananana 

uturtac (tone?) uturtana ‘lady’ 

 

The nouns below have various other suffixes in the singular and plural forms. 
 

----tot/tot/tot/tot/----nnnn    

jaitottottottot jainnnn ‘place name?’ 

----t/t/t/t/----nnnn 

keetttt keennnn ‘tree’ 

----t/t/t/t/---- ni ̱ni ̱ni ̱niṉnnn    

ahatttt aẖaṉi ̱ni ̱ni ̱niṉnnn ‘food’ 

--------n/n/n/n/----tttt 

alaannnn alaatttt ‘chief’ 

--------eci/eci/eci/eci/----tiketiketiketike 

nginecieciecieci ngintiketiketiketike ‘place’ 
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--------e̱e̱e ̱ec̱/c/c/c/----iiii 

do̱le̱e̱e ̱ec̱ccc dooliiii ‘child, young adult’ 

 

Other Singular and Plural ChangesOther Singular and Plural ChangesOther Singular and Plural ChangesOther Singular and Plural Changes    
 

The nouns below have other suffixes or changes between singular and plural forms not 

yet mentioned. 

 

Miscellaneous other singular and plural suffixes or changesMiscellaneous other singular and plural suffixes or changesMiscellaneous other singular and plural suffixes or changesMiscellaneous other singular and plural suffixes or changes    

Singular Plural  

dee̱ṟe̱e̱e ̱e ̱ deeretetetet ‘gourd 

manyinyinyinyi ma̱cig̱i ̱cig̱i ̱cig̱i ̱cig̱i ̱ ‘lord’ 

gononininini gonoggiggiggiggi ‘friend-his’ 

gooniiii gonenenenen ‘friends’ (mutual) 

iiwe iinyanyanyanyawe ‘time’ 

ii̱ṯeṉ iṉya̱nya̱nya̱nya ̱ ‘day’ 

ee̱ṯ ol ‘man, person’ 

gii̱ ̱ kaal ‘thing’ 

 

Nouns with One FormNouns with One FormNouns with One FormNouns with One Form    
 

The nouns below have only one form. 
 

Nouns with only one formNouns with only one formNouns with only one formNouns with only one form    

 koor ‘sun’ 

 mucuru ‘tax’ 

 Loluro ‘village name’ 

 Lovi ‘village name’ 

 Lowalang ‘village name’ 

 Tarekte ‘village name’ 

 Lonyamut ‘tribe name’ 
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Exercise 2 
 

In the following sentences, underline all nouns.  Do not underline any words that are 

not nouns.  Underline a word once if it is a singular noun.  Underline a word twice if it 

is a plural noun. 
 

Abaito ee̱ṯi ̱necu ki ngaa cinne. 'This man lived with his wife.' 

  

U̱tu̱lu̱zzo̱ lotuwa gonni. 'The rats mourned their friend.' 

  

U̱ru̱we ̱ebere lo̱o̱c. 'He lowered (his) eyes to the ground.' 

  

Arike da ̱gon ol maam koor. 'People used to put water in the sun.' 

  

Kiize anna manyi kaal ne. 'I am the owner of the animal.' 

    

    

Relational NounsRelational NounsRelational NounsRelational Nouns    

 
A few nouns show possession by adding a suffix to the noun.  For example, ngoonangoonangoonangoona 'my 

sister', ngo̱o̱nu̱ngo̱o̱nu̱ngo̱o̱nu̱ngo̱o̱nu̱ 'your(sg) sister', ngooningooningooningooni 'his/their sister', ngoonetngoonetngoonetngoonet 'our sister'  have the 

suffixes -aaaa, -u̱u̱u̱u̱, -iiii, -etetetet.  The plural words ngoonogangoonogangoonogangoonoga, ngo̱o̱no̱gu̱ngo̱o̱no̱gu̱ngo̱o̱no̱gu̱ngo̱o̱no̱gu̱, ngoonogingoonogingoonogingoonogi, ngoonogetngoonogetngoonogetngoonoget also 

have these suffixes, but first have the plural suffix -ogogogog.  The combined suffixes are -ogaogaogaoga, 

-o̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱, -ogiogiogiogi, -ogetogetogetoget. 

 

The nouns below also have these suffixes to show possession.  All the words describe a 

relationship between people and are call relational nouns. 

 
'my' 'your (sg)' 'his/her' 'our'  

ngoonaaaa ngo̱o̱nu̱u̱u̱u̱ ngooniiii ngoonetetetet 'sister' 

ngoonogaogaogaoga ngo̱o̱no̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱ ngoonogiogiogiogi ngoonogetogetogetoget 'sisters' 

gotonaaaa go̱to̱nu̱u̱u̱u̱ gotoniiii goonetetetet 'brother' 

gotonogaogaogaoga go̱to̱no̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱ gotonogiogiogiogi goonogetogetogetoget 'brothers' 
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The relational nouns below have the singular suffixes -annianniannianni, - u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne,̱ -inneinneinneinne, -innainnainnainna. 

 

'my' 'your (sg)' 'his/her' 'our'  

yaatannianniannianni yaa̱ṯu̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne ̱   yaatinneinneinneinne ee̱ṯinna  ?inna  ?inna  ?inna  ? 'mother' 

ee̱ṯig̱aṉni ̱gaṉni ̱gaṉni ̱gaṉniḵkkk ee̱ṯig̱u̱nne̱gu̱nne̱gu̱nne̱gu̱nneḵkkk ee̱ṯig̱iṉne̱giṉne̱giṉne̱giṉneḵkkk ee̱ṯig̱gacggacggacggac 'mothers' 

baatannianniannianni baa̱ṯu̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne ̱   baatinneinneinneinne bee̱ṯinna  ?inna  ?inna  ?inna  ? 'father' 

bee̱ṯig̱aṉni ̱gaṉni ̱gaṉni ̱gaṉniḵkkk bee̱ṯig̱u̱nne̱gu̱nne̱gu̱nne̱gu̱nneḵkkk bee̱ṯig̱iṉne̱giṉne̱giṉne̱giṉneḵkkk bee̱ṯig̱ga̱gga̱gga̱ggac̱ccc 'fathers' 

molotannianniannianni mo̱lo̱tu̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne ̱ molotinneinneinneinne molotinnainnainnainna 'uncle m.b.' 

molotigannikigannikigannikigannik mo̱lo̱tu̱gu̱nne̱u̱gu̱nne̱u̱gu̱nne̱u̱gu̱nneḵkkk molotiginnekiginnekiginnekiginnek molotiggaciggaciggaciggac 'uncles m.b.' 

azzitannianniannianni aẕziṯu̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne ̱ azzitinneinneinneinne azzitinnainnainnainna 'aunt f.s..' 

azzitigannikigannikigannikigannik aẕziṯig̱u̱nne̱ig̱u̱nne̱ig̱u̱nne̱ig̱u̱nneḵkkk azzitiginnekiginnekiginnekiginnek azzitiggaciggaciggaciggac 'aunts f.s..' 

monannianniannianni mo̱nu̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne ̱ moninneinneinneinne motinnainnainnainna 'husband’s sister' 

motigannikigannikigannikigannik mo̱ti ̱i ̱i ̱ig̱gggu̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nne̱u̱nneḵkkk motiginnekiginnekiginnekiginnek motiggaciggaciggaciggac 'husband’s sisters' 

 

The relational nouns below have other suffixes to show possession. 
 

'my' 'your (sg)' 'his/her' 'our'  

goonaaaa go̱o̱nu̱u̱u̱u̱ gooniiii goonetetetet 'friend' 

goononaonaonaona go̱o̱no̱nu̱o̱nu̱o̱nu̱o̱nu̱ goononionionioni goonogetogetogetoget 'friends' 

nyigarnananana nyig̱aṟnu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ nyigarneeee nyigaroggaoggaoggaogga 'co-wife' 

nyigaroggaoggaoggaogga nyig̱aṟno̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱o̱gu̱ nyigarnoginnekoginnekoginnekoginnek nyigaroggacoggacoggacoggac 'co-wives' 

miḏiḵna̱a̱a̱a ̱ miḏiḵnu̱u̱u̱u̱ miḏiḵni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   miḏig̱o̱gga̱o̱gga̱o̱gga̱o̱gga ̱ 'cousin(s)' 

 

Exercise 3 

 

In the clauses below, underline each noun.  Then circle each relational noun.  

 

U̱tu̱lu̱zzo̱ lotuwa gooni zee,  'The (other) rats mourned their friend, ' 

  

Anycik dooli kidainac ngonoggi 'Let the children marry their sisters ' 

  

bo̱do̱k baatinnne ku̱ru̱k mucuru 'his/her father must pay tax' 

  

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi 'rat gathered the yeast of his friend 

    kar kuwe cee̱ẕe ̱cinne.      in order to take (it) to his house. ' 
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VerbsVerbsVerbsVerbs    
    

A verb describes an action, motion, state, change, or can be used as an equal sign 

between two or more words.  For example, aḵce̱aḵce̱aḵce̱aḵce ̱'cook' and ulutaulutaulutauluta 'collect' are verbs in 

the following sentences.  They describe the action that took place. 
 

A̱kce̱A̱kce̱A̱kce̱A̱kce ̱da gon ol koora. 'People cookedcookedcookedcooked with the sun.' 

Bali ngeṟret, ulutaulutaulutauluta ol wak aḏdiḵiṟe ̱do̱o̱k. 'The next morning, she assembledassembledassembledassembled all the 

elders.' 

 

The following are other examples of verbs: 
 

Tennet VerbsTennet VerbsTennet VerbsTennet Verbs    

orong 'wanted' 

icin 'saw' 

alal 'was cold' 

ivir 'ran' 

ozoz 'talked' 

unnu 'followed' 

u̱du̱t 'poured' 

anyak 'have' 

u̱ru̱k 'beated' 

etted 'cut' 

utungek 'left for' 

erewo 'wait' 

idima 'take' 

 

 

A verb can have more than one form.  For example, idimaidimaidimaidima, adimaadimaadimaadima, and kidimak kidimak kidimak kidimak have 

slightly different meaning, as shown in the sentences below. 
 

Verb formsVerb formsVerb formsVerb forms    

Idima Idima Idima Idima zin eez imma. 'He took/has takentook/has takentook/has takentook/has taken another goat.' – the speaker has seen 

it, the hearer has not seen it (the speaker is reporting) 

idimaidimaidimaidima  ee̱ṯi ̱ eez imma. 'The person tooktooktooktook another goat.' (not sure who took the 

goat) 
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adimaadimaadimaadima  ee̱ṯi ̱ eez imma. 'The person might have takenmight have takenmight have takenmight have taken another goat.' (the speaker 

is not sure if the goat is really taken or just hidden, still 

searching for the goat, but assuming that it is taken) 

kar kidimakkidimakkidimakkidimak ee̱ṯ 'to taketaketaketake (it) to the person...' 

adimakadimakadimakadimak ee̱ṯ eez imma. 'he was takingwas takingwas takingwas taking the goat (giving it) to the person...' (in the 

process of taking the goat) 

idimakidimakidimakidimak ee̱ṯ1 eez imma 

(or ee̱ṯi ̱- check who gives 

and who receives) 

'he tooktooktooktook the goat (giving it) to the person...' (the taking 

and giving is complete, the goat is with the other 

person) 

 

The verb idimaidimaidimaidima ꞌtookꞌ is called a completive verb.  The action is thought of as being 

complete.  A prefix iiii–––– with the same vowel as in the verb attaches to completive verbs.  

The verb adimaadimaadimaadima ꞌwas takingꞌ is called an incompletive verb.  The action is thought of as 

ongoing. In the sentence adimakadimakadimakadimak baliwaz2 ee̱ṯ eez imma … 'yesterday he was takingwas takingwas takingwas taking the 

goat (giving it) to the person', the speaker does not know if the goat has ever arrived at 

the person it should be given to.  A prefix aaaa–––– attaches to some incompletive verbs.  In 

later lessons, we will talk more about these verb forms. 

 

Exercise 4 

 

In the following sentences, underline all verbs.  Do not underline any words that are not 

verbs.   
 

Itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱unguc ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of Rat.' 

  

Aanycik co̱de ̱ngatinneṉg kodong eez 

neci 

'One of them carried that goat' 

  

. . ., ki logoz ming izzahonik nonno. ' where young men began approaching her' 

  

Iṯiẕo̱n lotuwenti zee bak adai. 'Rat sneezed and sneezed until he died.' 

  
                                                           
1
 e̱e̱t is the receiver of the action, the receiver of the goat. The subject, the one giving the goat, is 

not mentioned. If the giver would be mentioned, it would be e̱e̱ti̱ or enne directly after the verb 

(adimak enne (baliwaz) e̱e̱t eez imma). 
2
 Check ATR (heavy or light?) !!! 
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Oot logoz cik Lovi iṉo̱niṯ zee, 'The young men of Lovi thought for a 

while' 

  

Tennet, anyycik dooli koot cuukula, 'Tennet, let the children go to school.' 

 

 

Clauses and SentencesClauses and SentencesClauses and SentencesClauses and Sentences    

 

Now that we have learned about three different kinds of words, we will begin learning 

about how the words go together. 

 

A clause is a group of words with one verb.  A sentence has one or more clauses.  Each 

line below is a clause, since each line has one verb.   The four lines together make one 

sentence.   

 

A̱kce ̱da gon ol koora,  People always cooked with the sun, 

arike da gon ol maam koor zee, people used to put water in the sun continuously 

kamalacca (until it) boiled 

kar ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖaṯ. in order to cook food. 

 

Some of the clauses above can stand alone as a sentence.  For example the second line, 

arike da gon ol maam koor zeearike da gon ol maam koor zeearike da gon ol maam koor zeearike da gon ol maam koor zee 'people used to put water in the sun continuously', can 

stand alone as a sentence.   But the last line, kar kar kar kar ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖa̱ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖa̱ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖa̱ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖaṯttt 'in order to cook food', 

cannot stand alone as a sentence. 

 

A phrase can be a group of words without a verb.  For example, the following are 

phrases since they do not have verbs. 

 

ngaṟiḏo̱  imma 'another story' 

logoz cik Lovi 'young men of Lovi' 

 

Exercise 5 

 

In the following lines, underline all verbs.  Then, in the blank ___ on the left, write 'S' if 

the line can stand alone as a sentence.  Write 'C' if the line can only be called a clause.  
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Write 'P' if the line can only be called a phrase. 

 

___ Odowozik eez necu iṉya ̱ci ee̱ṯ neci The goat butted the neck of that person 

   

___ Ming kaṉneḵ keelang ne If I ask the leopard 

   

___ do̱lec̱ imma certain child 

   

___ kar kala ol goola odohize then continually begged from people 

along the road 

   

___ ele idic thin body 

   

___ aḇic̱e ̱do̱lec̱ the child will be beaten 

   

___ aḇu̱re ̱gwaa̱ ̱necu this hot fire 

 

 

 

Common Word Order in ClausesCommon Word Order in ClausesCommon Word Order in ClausesCommon Word Order in Clauses    
 

Every clause has one verb.  Some clauses also have a subject and object.  A verb is the 

word that describes the action.  A subject is the word for the doer of the action.  And an 

object is the word for the receiver of the action.  All three are in the following clause:  

Odowozik eez necu ee̱ṯ. 'The certain goat butted the person.' 

Verb Subject Object  
 

Tennet word order is usually the same as in this clause, namely verb, subject, object.   

 

Common Word Order RuleCommon Word Order RuleCommon Word Order RuleCommon Word Order Rule    

About 90% (???) of the time (in stories), clauses have the word order 

Verb – Subject – Object  
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Exercise 7 

 

In the following sentences, underline the verb, draw a    circle   around the subject, and 

draw a    box   around the object. 
 

adangone logoz buuwec ke ̱nenen necu ... 'In the past young men competed for a 

certain young woman ...' 

  

Kanyaha anna merden. 'I brought beans.' 

  

Imma bali ningati elema enne bac̱i ̱cinne 'With this, he accepted his mistake' 

  

Itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱unguc ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of Rat.' 

  

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi 'Rat gathered the yeast of his friend' 

 

Subject MarkersSubject MarkersSubject MarkersSubject Markers    
    

In this lesson, we learn that the suffix ––––iiii or a tone change can show that a singular noun 

is the subject.  The suffixes ----aaaa, -nananana, -wawawawa or a tone change can show that a plural noun is 

the subject.  These suffixes mark words as subjects and are called subject markers. 

    

Singular subject suffix Singular subject suffix Singular subject suffix Singular subject suffix ----iiii    

    

In sentence (1), the most common form of the noun ee̱̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯttt 'man' is used.  In this sentence, 

ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯ t t t is the object—the receiver of the action.   

    

(1)  Icinet elegje neḵo̱ ee̱ṯ. 'These animals saw the man.' 

(2)  Icin ee̱ṯi ̱elegje. 'The man saw the animals.' 

    

However, when a singular noun is used as the subject, a marker is added.  In (2), ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱

'man' is a subject—the doer of the action.  So, the singular subject marker ----iiii is added. 

 

Most of the following nouns can take the place of eetieetieetieeti in sentence (2) and have the 

singular subject marker ----iiii. 
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Accusative Accusative Accusative Accusative 

singularsingularsingularsingular    

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Nominative Nominative Nominative Nominative 

singular singular singular singular     

(subject)(subject)(subject)(subject)    

    

ee̱ṯ ee̱ṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘man, person’ 

looc loociiii ‘land, earth’ 

liil liiliiii ‘river’ 

orog orogiiii ‘village, compound’ 

liṉgliṉgo̱n liṉgliṉgo̱ni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘work-VN’ 

buuwec buuweciiii ‘lady’ 

laarab laarabiiii ‘flat stone’ 

keelang keelangiiii ‘leopard’ 

marakac marakaciiii ‘town’ 

cuukul cuukuliiii ‘school’ 

alaan alaaniiii ‘chief’ 

uturtac uturtaciiii ‘lady’ 

tiṯim̱ tiṯim̱i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘river bank’ 

lo̱go̱ziṯ lo̱go̱ziṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘young.man’ 

miṉiṉgiṯ miṉiṉgiṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘evil spirit’ 

eḻeg̱iṯ eḻeg̱iṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘animal’ 

iṟo̱ngiṯ iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘fly’ 

ungec ungeciiii ‘nose’ 

eḇeṟec̱ eḇeṟec̱i ̱ ‘eye’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱c mam̱aṟiy̱o̱ci ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘tree type’ 

maamoc maamociiii ‘water’ 

aciiroc aciirociiii ‘soldier’ 

jaitot jaitotiiii ‘place name?’ 

lotuwenit lotuwentiiii ‘rat’ 

ii̱ṯeṉ ii̱ṯeṉi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘day’ 

    

    

PluralPluralPluralPlural subject suffixes  subject suffixes  subject suffixes  subject suffixes ––––a,a,a,a, -nananana    

    

In (3), irongirongirongirong 'flys' is the object—the receiver of the action.  The common form of the 

noun is used.   
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(3)  o̱ngo̱o̱le ̱ngaa irong. 'The woman fears the flys.' 

(4)  o̱ngo̱o̱le ̱irongaaaa ngaa. 'The flys fear the woman.' 

    

However in (4), irongairongairongaironga 'flys' is the subject, doing the action.  This time the plural 

subject marker ----aaaa is added.   

 

Most of the following nouns can take the place of irongairongairongaironga in sentence (4) and have the 

plural subject marker ––––aaaa or ––––nananana, or ––––wawawawa.  It is ––––wawawawa, if the common plural (object) form 

ends in a kkkk.  In the last three words, the subject marker is ––––eeee, or ––––enaenaenaena.   

 

Accusative plural Accusative plural Accusative plural Accusative plural     

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Nominative plural Nominative plural Nominative plural Nominative plural     

(subject)(subject)(subject)(subject)    

    

ngaṟiḏeṯ ngaṟiḏeṯa ̱ ‘story’ 

ngaret ngareta ‘witchdoctor, healer’ 

tam̱u̱taḏdeṉeṯ tam̱u̱taḏdeṉeṯa ‘God’ 

cuukulet Cuukuleta (tones?) ‘school’ 

bbam̱bbu̱weṯ bbam̱bbu̱weṯa ̱ ‘tobacco’ 

loboret loboreta (tone?) ‘location’ 

deeret deereta ‘gourd 

alaat alaata ‘chief’ 

aẖaṉiṉ aẖaṉiṉa ̱ ‘food’ 

laaten laatena ‘yeast’ 

aḻleṉ aḻleṉa ̱ ‘stick’ 

keen keena ‘tree’ 

merten mertena ‘beer’ 

kollen kollena ‘crowd’ 

mining mininga ‘evil spirit’ 

irong ironga ‘fly’ 

merden merdena ‘bean’ 

maam maama ‘water’ 

jain jaina ‘place name?’ 

kaal kaala ‘thing’ 

lo̱o̱cco̱k lo̱o̱co̱wa ̱ ‘land, earth’ 

go̱o̱llo̱k go̱o̱lo̱wa ̱ ‘road, path’ 

lii̱ḻlk lii̱ḻo̱wa ̱ ‘river’ 
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zo̱zzo̱k zo̱zo̱wa ̱ ‘word, matter, situation’ 

mag̱iẕzo̱k magizzowa ‘hunger’ 

o̱ro̱gjo̱k o̱ro̱gjo̱wa ̱ ‘village, compound’ 

liṉgliṉgo̱nno̱k liṉgliṉgo̱nno̱wa ̱ ‘work-VN’ 

bac̱iṉno̱k bac̱iṉno̱wa ̱ ‘mistake’ 

baa̱ḻiṉo̱k baa̱ḻiṉno̱wa ̱ ‘night’ 

vajok vajowa (tones?) ‘age.group’ 

lottuk lottuwa ‘rat’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱ mam̱aṟiy̱o̱wa ̱ ‘tree type’ 

laarabwa laarabwana ‘flat stone’ 

keelangwa keelangwana ‘leopard’ 

maccwa maccwana ‘husband’ 

ceremwa ceremwana (tone?) ‘leather clothing’ 

marakacnya marakacnyana ‘town’ 

o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱ o̱ro̱biy̱aṉa ̱ ‘money’ 

no̱ngiṯto̱n (tone?) no̱ngiṯto̱na (tone?) ‘problem’ 

eeza eezena ‘goat’ 

gwo̱o̱nya ̱ gwo̱o̱nyeṉa ̱ ‘fire’ 

ngintik ngintike ‘place’ 

    

Singular and plural subject tone changesSingular and plural subject tone changesSingular and plural subject tone changesSingular and plural subject tone changes    

    

On some nouns, the only way of showing the noun is a subject is with a difference in 

tone.   Tone is the difference in pitch, or how high or low the word sounds.  Listen for a 

difference in tone on eezeezeezeez 'goat' in sentence (5) and on eezeezeezeez    in sentence (6).  In (5), eezeezeezeez    

has Low [L] tone, but in (6), eezeezeezeez    has High [H] tone.   

 

(5)  Icin eez ee̱ṯ. [LLLL] 'The goat saw the man.' 

(6)  Icin ee̱ṯi ̱eez. [HHHH] 'The man saw the goat.' 

 

Most of the following nouns can take the place of eezeezeezeez in sentence (6) and only a tone 

change marks the singular subject.  If the word has more than one syllable (beat), a 

comma is used to separate the tones of the syllables.  For example, do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱lec̱ccc [H,HL] 'child' 

has High tone on the first syllable do̱do̱do̱do̱ and High-Low falling tone on the second syllable 

le̱le̱le̱lec̱ccc.  In the last nine words, there is no change in tone to mark the subject.    
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Accusative singularAccusative singularAccusative singularAccusative singular    

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Nominative singular Nominative singular Nominative singular Nominative singular     

(subject)(subject)(subject)(subject) 

 

gool [L] gool [HHHH] ‘road, path’ 

zoz [H] zoz [LLLL] ‘word, matter, situation’ 

mac [L] mac [HHHH] ‘husband’ 

cee̱ẕ [H] cee̱ẕ [LLLL] ‘house’ 

eez [H] eez [LLLL] ‘goat’ 

ru̱u̱m [H] ru̱u̱m [LLLL] ‘clothes’ 

nong [H] nong [LLLL] ‘problem’ 

bu̱l [H] bu̱l [LLLL] ‘generation’ 

gii̱ ̱ [H,L] gii̱ ̱ [H,HHHH] ‘thing’ 

be [L] be [HHHH] ‘stone’ 

magiz [L,L] magiz [H,HH,HH,HH,H] ‘hunger’ 

uruz [H,H] uruz [L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘dog’ 

ele [L,L] ele [H,HH,HH,HH,H] ‘body’ 

iba [H,F] iba [L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘arm’ 

inya [H,F] inya [L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘neck’ 

ngari [H,H] ngari [L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘witchdoctor, healer’ 

merte [H,H] merte [L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘beer’ 

dee̱ṟe ̱ [H,H] dee̱ṟe ̱ [L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘gourd’ 

Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ [L,H,HL] Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ [HHHH,H,HHHH] ‘God’ 

o̱ro̱biy̱ac̱ [L,H,L] o̱ro̱biy̱ac̱ [L,L,HL,HL,HL,H] ‘money’ 

manyi [H,L] manyi [L,HL,HL,HL,H] ‘lord’ 

do̱lec̱ [H,F] do̱lec̱ [L,HL,HL,HL,H] ‘child, young adult’ 

gooni [H,L] gooni [LLLL,L] ‘friends’ (mutual) 

koor [H] koor [LLLL] ‘sun’ 

ngarido [L,H,H] ngarido [L,H,FFFF] ‘story’ 

mucuru (tone?) mucuru [L,H,FFFF] ‘tax’ 

vu̱ru̱t (tone?) vu̱ru̱t [L,LLLL] ‘tip, butt’ 

     

ngaa [H] ngaa [H] ‘woman’ 

ngin [L] ngin [L] ‘place’ 

kolle [H,L] kolle [H,L] ‘crowd’ 

bbam̱bbu̱ [L,L] bbam̱bbu̱ [L,L] ‘tobacco’ 
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laata [L,L] laata [L,L] ‘yeast’ 

yaṉi ̱ [L,L] yaṉi ̱ [L,L] ‘medicine’ 

aḻli ̱ [L,L] aḻli ̱ [L,L] ‘stick’ 

bac̱i ̱ [H,HL] bac̱i ̱ [H,HL] ‘mistake’ 

ngineci [L,H,H] ngineci [L,H,H] ‘place’ 

    

Most of the following nouns can take the place of eezeezeezeez in sentence (6) and only a tone 

change marks the plural subject.  The tone stays low in the plural subject noun.  

However, in the last five (???) words, there is no change in tone to mark the subject. 
 

AccusativAccusativAccusativAccusative plural e plural e plural e plural     

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Nominative plural Nominative plural Nominative plural Nominative plural     

(subject)(subject)(subject)(subject) 

 

cee̱ẕi ̱ [H,L] cee̱ẕi ̱ [L,LLLL] ‘house’ 

ngaai [H] ngaai [LLLL] ‘woman’ 

urzi [L,H] urzi [L,LLLL] ‘dog’ 

bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱ [L,H,H] bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱ [L,L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘lady’ 

eḻeṯti ̱ [L,H,H] eḻeṯti ̱ [L,L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘body’ 

iḇaṯti ̱ [L,H,H] iḇaṯti ̱ [L,L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘arm’ 

iṉyaṯti ̱ [L,H,H] iṉyaṯti ̱ [L,L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘neck’ 

logoz [L,HL] logoz [L,HHHH] ‘young.man’ 

ol [H] ol [LLLL] ‘man, person’ 

ebere (tone?)  ebere [L,L,LLLL] ‘eye’ 

dooli [H,H] dooli [L,LL,LL,LL,L] ‘child, young adult’ 

uturtana (tone?)  uturtana [L,L,H,HL] ‘lady’ 

tiṯim̱o̱ (tone?)  tiṯim̱o̱ [L,L,L] ‘river bank’ 

elegje (tone?)  elegje [L,L,L] ‘animal’ 

unge (tone?)  unge [L,L] ‘nose’ 

iṉya ̱(tone?)  iṉya ̱ [L,L] ‘day’ 

    

Exercise 8 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around words with a 

subject marker, and draw a    box   around all objects.    
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Iḏdiḵiṟreṯ dooli neginnek ke,̱ 
'His children grew up, . . . ' 

  

Okko bali ee̱ṯi ̱. . . marakaca. 'A person . . . went to town' 

  

Abunna zin bo̱do̱k ming azunne dooli, 'It is also good when you care 

for  

 (your) children,' 

  

. . ., itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱ungec ci lotuwento. '. . ., Fly entered the nose of Rat'  

  

Ize zin keelangi ne, . . . 'Then the leopard said, . . .'  

  

. . ., irong logoz aṯiḵ bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱cik ap̱iṉteḵ eḻeṯti.̱ '. . ., men did not marry women   

 who have large bodies' 

    

    

Location MarkersLocation MarkersLocation MarkersLocation Markers    
    

In this lesson, we learn that the suffix ––––aaaa or ––––wawawawa or ––––yayayaya can show that a singular noun is 

the location.  The suffixes ----eeee, -nenenene, ----iiii can show that a plural noun is the location.  These 

suffixes mark words as locations and are called location markers. 

    

Singular location suffix Singular location suffix Singular location suffix Singular location suffix ----aaaa    

    

In sentence (1), keetkeetkeetkeet 'wood' is the object—receiver of the action, and the form keetkeetkeetkeet is 

used.   

    

(1)  Iyotik enne keet neci gwo̱o̱. 'He put that wood into the fire.' 

(2)  aave gwaa̱ ̱keetaaaa. 'The fire stays in the wood.' 

    

However, when a singular noun shows the location of the action, a marker is added.  In 

(2), keeta keeta keeta keeta 'wood' is the location of the action since it is where the fire stays.  So, the 

singular location marker ––––aaaa is added. 
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Most of the following nouns can take the place of keetakeetakeetakeeta in sentence (2) and have the 

singular location marker ----aaaa.  The nouns at the end of this list have the location marker  

––––wawawawa or ––––yayayaya or    ––––tatatata. 

 

If the location is followed by ci, the marker is with -e instead of -a, like ꞌto his houseꞌ in 

sentence (3), as opposed to cee̱ẕa̱cee̱ẕa̱cee̱ẕa̱cee̱ẕa ̱‘to the house’ in sentence (4). 

 

(3)  kar kuwe cee̱ẕe̱e̱e ̱e ̱cicicicinne. 'in order to take it to hishishishis house.' 

(4)  kar kuwe cee̱ẕa̱a̱a̱a.̱ 'in order to take it to the house.' 

    

Accusative Accusative Accusative Accusative 

singularsingularsingularsingular    

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Oblique Oblique Oblique Oblique 

singular singular singular singular     

(location)(location)(location)(location)    

    

gool goolaaaa ‘road, path’ 

liil liilaaaa ‘river’ 

zoz zozaaaa ‘word, matter, situation’ 

magiz magizaaaa ‘hungar’ 

liṉgliṉgo̱n liṉgliṉgo̱na̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘work-VN’ 

cee̱ẕ cee̱ẕa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘house’ 

uruz uruzaaaa ‘dog’ 

buuwec buuwecaaaa ‘lady’ 

laarab laarabaaaa ‘flat stone’ 

keelang keelangaaaa ‘leopard’ 

mac macaaaa ‘husband’ 

cerem ceremaaaa ‘leather clothing’ 

marakac marakacaaaa ‘town’ 

Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘God’ 

cuukul cuukulaaaa ‘school’ 

lobor loboraaaa ‘location’ 

zar zaraaaa ‘name’ 

eez eezaaaa ‘goat’ 

alaan alaanaaaa ‘chief’ 

keet keetaaaa ‘tree’ 

merte mertaaaa ‘beer’ 
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ahat aẖaṯa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘food’ 

uturtac (tone?) uturtacaaaa (tone?) ‘lady’ 

tiṯim̱ tiṯim̱a̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘river bank’ 

ru̱u̱m ru̱u̱ma̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘clothes’ 

nong nongaaaa (tone?) ‘problem’ 

bu̱l bu̱la̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘generation’ 

ungec ungecaaaa ‘nose’ 

eḇeṟec̱ eḇeṟec̱a̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘eye’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱c mam̱aṟiy̱o̱ca̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘tree type’ 

aciiroc aciirocaaaa ‘soldier’ 

iṟo̱ngiṯ iṟo̱ngiṯa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘fly’ 

jaitot jaitotaaaa ‘place name?’ 

ee̱ṯ eetaaaa ‘man, person’ 

koor kooraaaa ‘sun’ 

ngarido ngaridaaaa ‘story’ 

yaṉi ̱ yaṉa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘medicine’ 

aḻli ̱ aḻla̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘stick’ 

kolle kollaaaa ‘crowd’ 

dee̱ṟe ̱ dee̱ṟa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘gourd 

mucuru mucuraaaa ‘tax’ 

miṉiṉgiṯ miṉiṉgta̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘evil spirit’ 

eḻeg̱iṯ eḻeg̱ta̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘animal’ 

meṟdeṉiṯ meṟdeṉta̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘bean’ 

lotuwenit lottuwentaaaa ‘rat’ 

vu̱ru̱t vu̱rta̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘tip, butt’ 

nyelok nyeḻo̱wa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘month’ 

ngaa ngaawawawawa ‘animal’ 

iba ibawawawawa ‘bean’ 

inya inyawawawawa ‘rat’ 

bbam̱bbu̱ bbam̱bbu̱wa̱wa̱wa̱wa ̱ ‘tip, butt’ 

laata laatawawawawa (tone?) ‘land, earth’ 

ele elyayayaya ‘land, earth’ 

gwo̱o̱ gwo̱o̱ya̱ya̱ya̱ya ̱ ‘fire’ 

ngari ngariyayayaya ‘evil spirit’ 

looc lo̱o̱ta̱ta̱ta̱ta ̱ ‘land, earth’ 
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orog, olo orogtotototo ‘village, compound’ 
   

    

    

Plural location suffixes Plural location suffixes Plural location suffixes Plural location suffixes ––––eeee, ----nenenene, ----iiii    

    

In sentence (5), eezaeezaeezaeeza goats' is the object—receiver of the action, and the form eezaeezaeezaeeza is 

used.   

    

(5)  uzuca irong eeza. 'The flies arrive at the goats.' 

(6)  aavte irong eezaiiii. 'The flies stay on the goats.' 

    

However, when a plural noun shows the location of the action, a marker is added.  In 

(6), eezaieezaieezaieezai is the location of the action since it is where the flies stay.  So, the plural 

location marker ––––iiii is added. 

 

Most of the following nouns can take the place of eezaieezaieezaieezai in sentence (6).  They take one 

of the plural location markers:  ––––eeee, ----nenenene, ----iiii, and ----wewewewe, if the plural object noun ends with -

k.  The last twelve nouns have other changes to mark plural location.    

    

Accusative plural Accusative plural Accusative plural Accusative plural     

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Oblique plural Oblique plural Oblique plural Oblique plural     

(location)(location)(location)(location)    

    

ol oleeee ‘man, person’ 

Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉeṯ Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉeṯe̱e̱e ̱e ̱ ‘God’ 

loboret loboreteeee ‘location’ 

alaat alaateeee ‘chief’ 

keen keeneeee ‘tree’ 

merten merteneeee ‘beer’ 

aẖaṉiṉ aẖaṉiṉe̱e̱e ̱e ̱ ‘food’ 

ngaṟiḏeṯ ngaṟiḏeṯe̱e̱e ̱e ̱ ‘story’ 

aḻleṉ aḻleṉe̱e̱e ̱e ̱ ‘stick’ 

kollen kolleneeee ‘crowd’ 

deeret deereteeee ‘gourd 

aciir aciireeee ‘soldier’ 

irong irongeeee ‘fly’ 
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jain jaineeee ‘place name?’ 

ngaret ngareteeee ‘witchdoctor, healer’ 

bbam̱bbu̱weṯ bbam̱bbu̱weṯe̱e̱e ̱e ̱ ‘tobacco’ 

laaten laateneeee ‘yeast’ 

mining miningeeee ‘evil spirit’ 

merden merdeneeee ‘bean’ 

logoz logozeeee ‘young.man’ 

maam maameeee ‘water’ 

kaal kaaleeee ‘thing’ 

   

cee̱ẕi ̱ cee̱ẕiṉe̱ne̱ne̱ne ̱ ‘house’ 

urzi uruzinenenene ‘dog’ 

bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱ bu̱u̱wec̱iṉnnne̱e̱e ̱e ̱ ‘lady’ 

laarabwa laarabwanenenene ‘flat stone’ 

maccwa maccwanenenene ‘husband’ 

eeza eezanenenene ‘goat’ 

eeza eezaiiii 3 'goat' 

ru̱u̱maṉi ̱(tone?) ru̱u̱maṉiṉe̱ne̱ne̱ne ̱ ‘clothes’ 

unge ungenenenene ‘nose’ 

ebere eberenenenene ‘eye’ 

eḻeṯti ̱ eḻeṯtiṉe̱ne̱ne̱ne ̱ ‘body’ 

ngaai ngaainenenene ‘woman’ 

iḇaṯti ̱ iḇaṯtiṉe̱ne̱ne̱ne ̱ ‘arm’ 

iṉyaṯti ̱ ii̱ṉyaṯtiṉe̱ne̱ne̱ne ̱ ‘neck’ 

elegje elegjenenenene ‘animal’ 

gonoggi gonogginenenene ‘friend-his’ 

   

go̱o̱llo̱kkkk go̱o̱lo̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘road, path’ 

lii̱ḻlkkkk lii̱ḻo̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘river’ 

zo̱zzo̱kkkk zo̱zzo̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘word, matter, situation’ 

mag̱iẕzo̱kkkk mag̱iẕza̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘hungar’ 

liṉgliṉgo̱nno̱kkkk liṉgliṉgo̱nno̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘work-VN’ 

lo̱o̱cco̱kkkk lo̱o̱cco̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘land, earth’ 

                                                           
3
 This form is from the sentence (5), which Osfaldo gave me in November 2011, the form eezane is from 

the workshop in March. 
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o̱ro̱gjo̱kkkk o̱ro̱gjo̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘village, compound’ 

lottukkkk lottuwewewewe ‘rat’ 

bac̱iṉno̱kkkk bac̱iṉno̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱ ‘mistake’ 

baa̱ḻiṉo̱kkkk baalinnowewewewe ‘night’ 

vajokkkk vajowewewewe (tone?) ‘age.group’ 

ddiḵiṟyyo̱kkkk ddiḵiṟyyo̱wewewewe ‘leader’ 

   

marakacnya marakacnyaiiii ‘town’ 

tiṯim̱o̱ tiṯim̱o̱i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘river bank’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱ mam̱aṟiy̱o̱i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘tree type’ 

gwo̱o̱nya ̱ gwo̱o̱nya̱i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘fire’ 

o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱ o̱ro̱biy̱a̱i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘money’ 

iṉya ̱ ii̱ṉyai̱ ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘day’ 

   

cuukulet cuukulnyainyainyainyai ‘school’ 

zara zarereereereere ‘name’ 

uturtana uturteneeneeneene ‘lady’ 

no̱ngiṯto̱n (tone?) no̱ngiṯteṉe̱eṉe̱eṉe̱eṉe ̱(tone?) ‘problem’ 

bu̱lzeṯ bu̱llo̱we ̱(tone?) ‘generation’ 

yaṉeṉ yaṉeṯe̱te̱te̱te ̱ ‘medicine’ 

nyeloi nyelowinewinewinewine ‘month’ 

mac̱ig̱i ̱ mac̱ig̱waṉe̱waṉe̱waṉe̱waṉe ̱ ‘lord’ 

ngintike ngintikkokokoko ‘place’ 

ddiḵiṟzeṯ ddiḵiṟzeṯa̱a̱a̱a ̱ ‘elder’ 

keelangwa keelangwa ‘leopard’ 

ceremwa ceremwanananana ‘leather clothing’ 

 

Exercise 9 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around words with a  

location marker, and draw a    box   around all objects.    

    

kar kala ol goola odohize, 'then he begged from people along the 

      road,' 
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kar kitiriwet laata laaraba. 'so that they dry yeast on a flat stone' 

       

Unnu lotuwenit zee rok cee̱ẕ 'He followed rat until the house' 

  

Im̱iṟe ̱uk cee̱ẕa.̱ 'She returned to (her) house' 

  

anyik do̱lec̱ ci ngay̱ye ̱kiḻiṉgliṉg go̱o̱le ̱ 'let girls work as they should,' 

     wainne,      (lit.: ꞌ… work in their wayꞌ 

  

Anycik dooli koot cuukula. 'Let (your) children go to school.' 

       

cik utane ru̱u̱maṉi ̱cik ovvoye cuukula. 'to buy clothes with (it) to wear at school' 

       

gerza ming ogonnu kaal ibawa. 'It is bad when you take things by  

      force' (lit.: ꞌwith armꞌ) 

    

Possessive MarkersPossessive MarkersPossessive MarkersPossessive Markers    
 

In this lesson, we learn that the suffix ––––oooo shows a singular noun is the owner or 

possessor of a singular noun.  The suffix ––––akakakak shows that a singular noun is the possessor 

of a plural noun.  The suffixes ----uuuu, -nunununu show that a plural noun is the possessor.  These 

suffixes mark words as possessors and are called possessive markers. 

    

Singular possessive suffix Singular possessive suffix Singular possessive suffix Singular possessive suffix ––––o of a singular nouno of a singular nouno of a singular nouno of a singular noun    

    

In sentence (1), lotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenit 'rat' is the object—receiver of the action, and the form 

lotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenit is used.   

    

(1)  iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱lotuwenit. 'The fly found the rat.' 

(2)  Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱gii̱ ̱ci lotuwentoooo. 'The fly found the thing of the rat.' 

    

However, when a singular noun is the owner or possessor of something, a marker is 

added.  In (2), lotuwentolotuwentolotuwentolotuwento is a singular possessor of the singular noun gii̱ ̱gii̱ ̱gii̱ ̱gii̱ ̱'thing'.  So, the 

singular possessive marker ––––oooo is added. 
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The following nouns can take the place of lotuwentolotuwentolotuwentolotuwento in sentence (2) and have the 

singular possessive marker ----oooo.  A few nouns take the possessive markers ––––uuuu, ––––wowowowo    or ––––yoyoyoyo. 

    

Accusative Accusative Accusative Accusative 

singularsingularsingularsingular    

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Genetive Genetive Genetive Genetive 

singular singular singular singular     

(possessor)(possessor)(possessor)(possessor)    

    

zoz zozoooo ‘word, matter, situation’ 

magiz magizoooo ‘hunger’ 

liṉgliṉgo̱n liṉgiṉgo̱no̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘work-VN’ 

uruz uruzoooo ‘dog’ 

buuwec buuwecoooo ‘lady’ 

nyeḻo̱k nyeḻo̱wo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘month’ 

ele elyoooo ‘body’ 

laarab laaraboooo ‘flat stone’ 

keelang keelangoooo ‘leopard’ 

mac macoooo ‘husband’ 

cerem ceremoooo ‘leather clothing’ 

marakac marakacoooo ‘town’ 

Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘God’ 

cuukul cuukuloooo ‘school’ 

lobor (tone 

OK) 

loboroooo ‘location’ 

eez eezoooo ‘goat’ 

yaṉi ̱ yaṉo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘medicine’ 

aḻli ̱ aḻlo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘stick’ 

keet keetoooo ‘tree’ 

merte mertoooo ‘beer’ 

kolle kolloooo ‘crowd’ 

bac̱i ̱ bac̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘mistake’ 

baa̱ḻ / baa̱ḻi ̱ baa̱ḻiṉo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘night’ 

dee̱ṟe ̱ dee̱ṟo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘gourd 

alaan alaanoooo ‘chief’ 

ahat aẖaṯo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘food’ 

uturtac (tone?) uturtacoooo ‘lady’ 

tiṯim̱ tiṯim̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘river bank’ 
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ngayya ngaw̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘girl’ 

ru̱u̱m ru̱u̱mo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘clothes’ 

nong nongoooo ‘problem’ 

bu̱l (tone OK) bu̱lo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘generation’ 

lo̱go̱ziṯ lo̱go̱to̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘young.man’ 

miṉiṉgiṯ miṉiṉgto̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘evil spirit’ 

eḻeg̱iṯ eḻeg̱to̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘animal’ 

iṟo̱ngiṯ iṟo̱ngto̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘fly’ 

meṟdeṉiṯ meṟdeṉto̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘bean’ 

o̱ro̱biy̱ac̱ (tone 

OK) 

o̱ro̱biy̱ac̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘money’ 

ungec ungecoooo ‘nose’ 

eḇeṟec̱ eḇeṟec̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘eye’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱c mam̱aṟiy̱o̱co̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘tree type’ 

maamoc maamocoooo ‘water’ 

aciiroc aciirocoooo ‘soldier’ 

do̱lec̱ (tone 

OK) 

do̱lec̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘child, young adult’ 

jaitot jaitotoooo ‘place name?’ 

lotuwenit lotuwentoooo ‘rat’ 

ngineci (tone 

OK) 

nginecoooo ‘place’ 

ee̱ṯ (tone OK) ee̱ṯo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘man, person’ 

ii̱ṯeṉ ii̱ṯeṉo̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘day’ 

iiwe ii̱w̱o̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘time’ 

koor kooroooo ‘sun’ 

mucuru mucuroooo ‘tax’ 

vu̱ru̱t vu̱rto̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘tip, butt’ 

ddiḵiṟyo̱iṯ ddiḵiṟyo̱kto̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘elder’ 

ddiḵiṟyo̱iṯ ddiḵiṟyo̱kto̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘leader’ 

   

cee̱ẕ cee̱ẕo̱o̱o̱o̱ / cee̱ẕu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘house’ 

orog, olo o̱rgu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘village, compound’ 

looc lo̱o̱cu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘land, earth’ 

gool gooluuuu ‘road, path’ 
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liil liiluuuu ‘river’ 

zar zaruuuu ‘name’ 

ngin ngintuuuu ‘place’ 

   

ngaa ngaawowowowo ‘woman’ 

iba ibawowowowo ‘arm’ 

inya inyawowowowo ‘neck’ 

ngarido ngaridowowowowo ‘story’ 

bbam̱bbu̱ bbam̱bbu̱wo̱wo̱wo̱wo̱ ‘tobacco’ 

laata laatawowowowo ‘yeast’ 

vajoc vajowowowowoco ‘age.group’ 

   

gwo̱o̱ gwo̱o̱yo̱yo̱yo̱yo̱ ‘fire’ 

ngari ngariyoyoyoyo ‘witchdoctor, healer’ 

gii̱ ̱(tone OK) giy̱o̱yo̱yo̱yo̱ ‘thing’ 

   

manyi (tone 

OK) 

manyonininini ‘lord’ 

gononi gononi ‘friend-his’ 

baṯiṉne ̱ baṯiṉne ̱ ‘father’ 

Loluro Loluro (tone 

OK) 

‘village name’ 

Lovi Lovi (tone OK) ‘village name’ 

    

    

Singular Singular Singular Singular possessive suffix possessive suffix possessive suffix possessive suffix ––––ak of a plural nounak of a plural nounak of a plural nounak of a plural noun    

    

In sentence (3), lotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenit 'rat' is the object.  

    

(3)  Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱lotuwenit. 'The fly found the rat.' 

(4)  Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱kaal cik lotuwentakakakak. 'The fly found the things of the rat.' 

    

In (4), lotuwentaklotuwentaklotuwentaklotuwentak is a singular possessor of the plural noun kaalkaalkaalkaal 'things'.  So, the 

singular possessive marker ––––akakakak is added. 
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The following nouns can take the place of lotuwentaklotuwentaklotuwentaklotuwentak in sentence (4) and have the 

singular possessive marker ----akakakak.  A few nouns take the possessive markers ––––wak wak wak wak or ––––yyyyakakakak, 

and there are examples for one noun each with ----taktaktaktak and ––––naknaknaknak. 

    

Accusative Accusative Accusative Accusative 

singularsingularsingularsingular    

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Genetive singular Genetive singular Genetive singular Genetive singular     

(possessor)(possessor)(possessor)(possessor)    

    

lo̱o̱c lo̱o̱ca̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘land, earth’ 

gool goolakakakak ‘road, path’ 

liil liilakakakak ‘river’ 

zoz zozakakakak ‘word, matter, situation’ 

magiz magizakakakak ‘hungar’ 

cee̱ẕ cee̱ẕa̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘house’ 

uruz uruzakakakak ‘dog’ 

buuwec buuwecakakakak ‘lady’ 

nyeḻo̱k nyeḻo̱wa̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘month’ 

laarab laarabakakakak ‘flat stone’ 

keelang keelangakakakak ‘leopard’ 

mac macakakakak ‘husband’ 

cerem ceremakakakak ‘leather clothing’ 

marakac marakacakakakak ‘town’ 

Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉa̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘God’ 

cuukul cuukulakakakak ‘school’ 

lobor (tone OK) loborakakakak ‘location’ 

zar zarakakakak ‘name’ 

eez eezakakakak ‘goat’ 

yaṉi ̱ yaṉa̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘medicine’ 

aḻli ̱ aḻla̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘stick’ 

keet keetakakakak ‘tree’ 

merte mertakakakak ‘beer’ 

kolle kollakakakak ‘crowd’ 

dee̱ṟe ̱ dee̱ṟa̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘gourd 

alaan alaanakakakak ‘chief’ 

ahat aẖaṯa̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘food’ 

uturtac (tone?) uturtacakakakak ‘lady’ 
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tiṯim̱ tiṯim̱a̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘river bank’ 

ru̱u̱m ru̱u̱ma̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘clothes’ 

nong nongakakakak ‘problem’ 

bu̱l (tone OK) bu̱la̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘generation’ 

lo̱go̱ziṯ lo̱go̱ta̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘young.man’ 

miṉiṉgiṯ miṉiṉgta̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘evil spirit’ 

eḻeg̱iṯ eḻeg̱ta̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘animal’ 

iṟo̱ngiṯ iṟo̱ngta̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘fly’ 

meṟdeṉiṯ meṟdeṉta̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘bean’ 

vajoc vajowocakakakak ‘age.group’ 

o̱ro̱biy̱ac̱ (tone 

OK) 

o̱ro̱biy̱ac̱a̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘money’ 

ungec ungecakakakak ‘nose’ 

eḇeṟec̱ eḇeṟec̱a̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘eye’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱c mam̱aṟiy̱o̱ca̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘tree type’ 

aciiroc aciirocakakakak ‘soldier’ 

do̱lec̱ (tone OK) do̱lec̱a̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘child, young adult’ 

jaitot jaitotakakakak ‘place name?’ 

lotuwenit lotuwentakakakak ‘rat’ 

ee̱ṯ (tone OK) ee̱ṯa̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘man, person’ 

iiwe ii̱w̱a̱a̱a̱aḵkkk ‘time’ 

gononi gononakakakak ‘friend-his’ 

koor koorakakakak ‘sun’ 

mucuru mucurakakakak ‘tax’ 

vu̱ru̱t vu̱rta̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘tip, butt’ 

ddiḵiṟyo̱iṯ ddiḵiṟyo̱kta̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘elder’ 

ddiḵiṟyo̱iṯ ddiḵiṟyo̱kta̱a̱a̱a̱kkkk ‘leader’ 

   

ngaa ngaawakwakwakwak ‘woman’ 

iba ibawakwakwakwak ‘arm’ 

inya inyawakwakwakwak ‘neck’ 

ngarido ngaridowakwakwakwak ‘story’ 

bbam̱bbu̱ bbam̱bbu̱wa̱wa̱wa̱waḵkkk ‘tobacco’ 

laata laatawakwakwakwak ‘yeast’ 

ngayya nga̱wa̱wa̱wa̱waḵkkk ‘girl’ 
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ele elyakyakyakyak ‘body’ 

gwo̱o̱ gwo̱o̱ya̱ya̱ya̱yaḵkkk ‘fire’ 

ngari ngariyakyakyakyak ‘witchdoctor, healer’ 

   

liṉgliṉgo̱n liṉgliṉgo̱nta̱ta̱ta̱taḵkkk ‘work-VN’ 

baa̱ḻ / baa̱ḻi ̱ baa̱ḻiṉa̱na̱na̱naḵkkk ‘night’ 

   

    

Plural possessive suffixes Plural possessive suffixes Plural possessive suffixes Plural possessive suffixes ––––u, u, u, u, ----nunununu    

    

In sentence (5), lo̱go̱lo̱go̱lo̱go̱lo̱go̱zzzz 'young men' is the object. 

    

(5)  Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱lo̱go̱z. 'The fly found the young men.' 

(6)  Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱kaal cik lo̱go̱zu̱u̱u̱u̱. 'The fly found the things of the young 

men.' 

    

In (6), lo̱go̱zu̱lo̱go̱zu̱lo̱go̱zu̱lo̱go̱zu̱ is a plural possessor of the noun kaalkaalkaalkaal 'things'.  So, the plural possessive 

marker ––––uuuu is added. 

 

The following nouns can take the place of lo̱go̱zu̱lo̱go̱zu̱lo̱go̱zu̱lo̱go̱zu̱ in sentence (6) and have the plural 

possessive markers ––––uuuu or ----nunununu.    

    

Accusative plural Accusative plural Accusative plural Accusative plural     

(object)(object)(object)(object)    

Genetive plural Genetive plural Genetive plural Genetive plural     

(possessor)(possessor)(possessor)(possessor)    

    

   

ngaṟiḏeṯ ngaṟiḏeṯu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘story’ 

ngaret ngaretuuuu ‘witchdoctor, healer’ 

Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉeṯ Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉeṯu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘God’ 

cuukulet cuukuletuuuu ‘school’ 

bbam̱bbu̱weṯ bbam̱bbu̱weṯu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘tobacco’ 

loboret loboretuuuu ‘location’ 

zara zaruuuu ‘name’ 

laaten laatenuuuu ‘yeast’ 

yaṉeṉ yaṉeṉu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘medicine’ 



   

36 

 

aḻleṉ aḻleṉu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘stick’ 

keen keenuuuu ‘tree’ 

merten mertenuuuu ‘beer’ 

kollen kollenuuuu ‘crowd’ 

deeret deeretuuuu ‘gourd 

alaat alaatuuuu ‘chief’ 

aẖaṉiṉ aẖaṉiṉu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘food’ 

uturtana uturtanuuuu ‘lady’ 

logoz lo̱go̱zu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘young.man’ 

irong iṟo̱ngu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘fly’ 

merden meṟdeṉu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘bean’ 

vajok vajowuuuu ‘age.group’ 

aciir aciiruuuu ‘soldier’ 

jain jainuuuu ‘place name?’ 

diḵiṟzeṯ diḵiṟzeṯu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘elder’ 

ddiḵiṟyyo̱k ddiḵiṟyyo̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘leader’ 

ol o̱lu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘man, person’ 

kaal kaaluuuu ‘thing’ 

lo̱o̱cco̱k lo̱o̱co̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘land, earth’ 

go̱o̱llo̱k go̱o̱lo̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘road, path’ 

lii̱ḻlo̱k lii̱ḻlo̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘river’ 

zo̱zzo̱k zo̱zo̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘word, matter, situation’ 

o̱ro̱gjo̱k o̱ro̱gjo̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘village, compound’ 

liṉgliṉgo̱nno̱k liṉgliṉgo̱nno̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘work-VN’ 

bac̱iṉno̱k bac̱iṉno̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘mistake’ 

baa̱ḻiṉo̱k baa̱ḻiṉno̱wu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘night’ 

ngintik ngintiwuuuu ‘place’ 

ngay̱yeṯe ̱ ngay̱yeṯu̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘girl’ 

maam maamuuuu, maamakakakak ‘water’ 

mining miningoooo / u̱u̱u̱u̱ ‘evil spirit’ 

   

tiṯim̱o̱ tiṯiṯim̱o̱nu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘river bank’ 

ru̱u̱maṉi ̱(tone?) ru̱u̱maṉiṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘clothes’ 

cee̱ẕi ̱ cee̱ẕiṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘house’ 

ngaai ngaainunununu ‘woman’ 
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urzi urzinunununu ‘dog’ 

bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱ bu̱u̱wec̱iṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘lady’ 

nyeloi nyelowinunununu ‘month’ 

eḻeṯti ̱ eḻeṯtiṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘body’ 

iḇaṯti ̱ iḇaṯtiṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘arm’ 

iṉyaṯti ̱ iṉyaṯtiṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘neck’ 

laarabwa laarabwanunununu ‘flat stone’ 

keelangwa keelangwanunununu ‘leopard’ 

maccwa maccwanunununu ‘husband’ 

ceremwa, ceremwanunununu ‘leather clothing’ 

elegje eḻeg̱jeṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘animal’ 

unge ungenunununu ‘nose’ 

ebere ebernunununu ‘eye’ 

dooli doolinunununu ‘child, young adult’ 

mac̱ig̱i ̱ mac̱ig̱iṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ ‘lord’ 

gonoggi gonogginunununu ‘friend-his’ 

no̱ngiṯto̱n (tone?) no̱ngiṯteṉu̱eṉu̱eṉu̱eṉu̱ (tone?) ‘problem’ 

gwo̱o̱nya ̱ gwo̱o̱yo̱nu̱o̱nu̱o̱nu̱o̱nu̱ ‘fire’ 

lottuk lottuwenuenuenuenu ‘rat’ 

   

eeza eezawuwuwuwu ‘goat’ 

o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱ o̱ro̱biy̱a̱wu̱wu̱wu̱wu̱ ‘money’ 

ngintike ngintikoooo ‘place’ 

mam̱aṟiy̱o̱ mam̱aṟiy̱o̱wu̱wu̱wu̱wu̱ ‘tree type’ 

iṉya ̱ iṉya̱wu̱wu̱wu̱wu̱ ‘day’ 

iinyawe ii̱ṉyaw̱eṯu̱tu̱tu̱tu̱ ‘time’ 

mag̱iẕzo̱k mag̱iẕzeṯu̱eṯu̱eṯu̱eṯu̱ ‘hunger’ 
    

    

Exercise 10 
    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around words with a  

possessive marker, and draw a   box  around all objects.    

    

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi. 'Rat gathered the yeast of his 

friend.' 
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orongit o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱cik cuukulo ki cik utane  'they needed money for school and  

     ru̱u̱maṉi ̱cik ovvoye cuukula.     to buy clothes to wear at school.' 

  

kar gon kuluta vu̱rti ̱cik bbam̱bbwaḵ wak  'then she collected all the left-over  

     audene ee̱ṯi ̱cinne      cigarette butts from her 

husband.' 

  

orong kar kogoroz gwoo ci keelango. 'he really just wanted to steal the 

      fire of the leopard.' 

  

itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱ungec ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of Rat ' 

  

irong logoz aṯiḵ bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱cik ap̱iṉteḵ eḻeṯti.̱ 'men did not marry ladies who have  

     large bodies.' 

  

kar enne kav̱vu̱ abaanyce ci gwo̱o̱yo̱. 'for this reason he stayed beside the  

     fire.' 

    

 

PronounsPronounsPronounsPronouns    

    
A pronoun takes the place of a noun.  It is a substitute or replacement for a noun 

previously mentioned.  For example in the sentence below, the pronoun enneenneenneenne 'he' takes 

the place of ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ci een ci een ci een ci een Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱ 'a person called Tamu'. 

 

Okko bali ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ci een ci een ci een ci een Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱ marakaca. 'A person called Tamu went to town.' 

Imma bali ming okko enne acin ol … 'when hehehehe arrived he saw many people …' 

 

There are four different kinds of pronouns called subject pronouns, object pronouns, 

location pronouns and possessive pronouns. 
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Subject PronounsSubject PronounsSubject PronounsSubject Pronouns    

 

The sentences below show six different pronouns.  Each of the pronouns takes the place 

of the person or persons doing the action.  They are called subject pronouns.  For 

example, enneenneenneenne 'he' represents a person who did the action ettedettedettedetted 'crossed'.  

  

Subject PronounsSubject PronounsSubject PronounsSubject Pronouns    

ketteda annaannaannaanna    liil tiṯim̱. 'I crossed the river to the other bank.' 

eṯteḏu̱ iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna ̱   liil tiṯim̱. 'You(sg) crossed the river to the other bank.' 

etted enneenneenneenne    liil tiṯim̱. 'He/she crossed the river to the other bank.' 

kettedia naganaganaganaga    liil tiṯim̱. 'We crossed the river to the other bank.' 

eṯteḏau̱̱ niganiganiganiga    liil tiṯim̱. 'You(pl) crossed the river to the other bank.' 

ettedit negenegenegenege    liil tiṯim̱. 'They crossed the river to the other bank.' 

 

The verb form changes with the pronoun.  For example, the verb form ettedettedettedetted is used with 

the pronoun enneenneenneenne 'he', but the verb form kettediakettediakettediakettedia is used with the pronoun naganaganaganaga 'we'. 

 

Object PronounsObject PronounsObject PronounsObject Pronouns    

 

The sentences below show six more pronouns.  Each of them takes the place of the 

person or persons receiving the action.  They are called object pronouns.  For example, 

nonnononnononnononno 'him' represents a person that received the action aṉne̱aṉne̱aṉne̱aṉneḵkkk 'said to'. 

 

Object PronounsObject PronounsObject PronounsObject Pronouns    

A̱nneḵ ol annitaannitaannitaannita    ne, 'The people said to me, . . .' 

A̱nneḵ ol iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉneṯatatata    ne, 'The people said to you(sg), . . .' 

A̱nneḵ ol nonnononnononnononno    ne, 'The people said to him/her, . . .' 

A̱nneḵ ol agitaagitaagitaagita    ne, 'The people said to us, . . .' 

A̱nneḵ ol igetaigetaigetaigeta    ne, 'The people said to you(pl), . . .' 

A̱nneḵ ol nogonogonogonogo    ne, 'The people said to them, . . .' 
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Location PronounsLocation PronounsLocation PronounsLocation Pronouns    

 

The sentences below show six more pronouns.  Each of them takes the place of the 

person where the action is located.  They are called location pronouns.  For example, 

ngatinnengatinnengatinnengatinne 'him' represents a person near where uk ngaauk ngaauk ngaauk ngaa 'the woman goes to'. 

 

Location PronounsLocation PronounsLocation PronounsLocation Pronouns    

Uk ngaa ngatinanni.ngatinanni.ngatinanni.ngatinanni.    'The woman goes to me.'  

Uk ngaa ngatunne.ngatunne.ngatunne.ngatunne.    'The woman goes to you(sg)'  

Uk ngaa ngatinngatinngatinngatinne.ne.ne.ne.    'The woman goes to him/her.'  

Uk ngaa ngatinna.ngatinna.ngatinna.ngatinna.    'The woman goes to us, . . .'  

Uk ngaa ngatinnngatinnngatinnngatinno̱o̱o̱o̱ng.ng.ng.ng.    'The woman goes to you(pl).'  

Uk ngaa ngatinne̱ngatinne̱ngatinne̱ngatinneṉg.ng.ng.ng.    'The woman goes to them.'  

 

Possessive PronounsPossessive PronounsPossessive PronounsPossessive Pronouns    

 

A fourth type of pronoun takes the place of someone that something belongs to or is 

possessed by.  These are called possessive pronouns.  For example, cinnecinnecinnecinne 'him' 

represents a person who owns or possesses eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt 'animal'. 

 

U̱ru̱k  ee̱ṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯ cinani.cinani.cinani.cinani.    'The man beat my animal.' 

U̱ru̱k  ee̱ṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯ cunne.cunne.cunne.cunne.    'The man beat your(sg) animal ' 

U̱ru̱k  ee̱ṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯ cinne.cinne.cinne.cinne.    'The man beat his/her animal.' 

U̱ru̱k  ee̱ṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯ cenang.cenang.cenang.cenang.    'The man beat our, . . . animal ' 

U̱ru̱k  ee̱ṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯ cunnong.cunnong.cunnong.cunnong.    'The man beat your(pl) animal.' 

U̱ru̱k  ee̱ṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯ cinneng.cinneng.cinneng.cinneng.    'The man beat their animal.' 

 

Exercise 11 

 

In the following sentences, underline all pronouns.  Do not underline any words that are 

not pronouns.  Underline a word once if it is a subject pronoun.  Underline a word twice 

if it is an object pronoun.   Underline and circle a word if it is a possessive pronoun. 
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Irong dooli ciko een cigannik do̱, een ciggaḵ  'These children are not mine alone,  

    do̱o̱k.     they belong to all of us.' 

  

Iziyet zoz ci aḏu̱wa ̱nege. 'Listen to the things they say!' 

  

"Irong anna kajurane, ming alali iṉneṯ looci." 'I won’t refuse you when you are  

     cold, you are welcome.' 

  

… kar kuwe cee̱ẕe ̱cinne. … in order to take (it) to his house. 

  

"Irong wanai anna kutungeya laarab." "Did I not leave (it) at the flat stone?" 

  

"Orongi dim iṉna ̱nya? Orongi ttio̱̱ cee̱ẕ  "What do you want? Do you want to  

    cinani ko̱."     enter my house?" 

 

 

Possessive PronounsPossessive PronounsPossessive PronounsPossessive Pronouns    

    
In the previous lesson, we learned about object pronouns, subject pronouns, location 

pronouns, and possessive pronouns.  In this lesson, we learn how possessive pronouns 

can be singular or plural, and can be used as objects, subjects, locations, and stative 

verbs.  All these pronouns take the place of owners of nouns and are called possessive 

pronouns. 

 

Singular and Plural possessive pronounsSingular and Plural possessive pronounsSingular and Plural possessive pronounsSingular and Plural possessive pronouns    

    

Possessive pronouns are either singular or plural.  In (1), the singular pronoun cinnecinnecinnecinne 

'his' is the owner of the singular noun eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt 'animal'.  In (2), the plural pronoun 

ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik 'his' is the owner of the plural noun elegjeelegjeelegjeelegje 'animals'. 

    

(1) U̱ru̱k ee̱ṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯ cinnecinnecinnecinne. 'The man beat his his his his animal.' 

(2) U̱ru̱k ee̱ṯi ̱elegje ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik. 'The man beat hishishishis animals.' 
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Object possObject possObject possObject possessive pronounsessive pronounsessive pronounsessive pronouns    
 

Possessive pronouns can be the owners of object nouns, subject nouns, or location 

nouns.  They change in spelling or tone to match the noun. 
 

In (3), the singular pronoun cinanicinanicinanicinani 'my' is the owner of the object eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt 'animal'.  In (4), 

the plural pronoun ciggonikciggonikciggonikciggonik 'my' is the owner of the plural object elegjeelegjeelegjeelegje. 
    

(3) U̱ru̱weṯ ol eḻeg̱iṯ cinanicinanicinanicinani. 'People beat mymymymy animal.' 

(4) U̱ru̱weṯ ol elegje ciggonikciggonikciggonikciggonik. 'People beat my my my my animals.' 

    

The following possessive pronouns and nouns can take the place of eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯ cinanit cinanit cinanit cinani in 

sentence (3) or elegje ciggonikelegje ciggonikelegje ciggonikelegje ciggonik in sentence (4).  The tone of the pronouns is given in 

brackets [ ]. 
 

Singular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronouns    Plural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronouns    

eḻeg̱iṯ cinanicinanicinanicinani 4 [H,L,L] 'my' elegje cigganikcigganikcigganikcigganik5    [H,L,L] 'my' 

eḻeg̱iṯ cunnecunnecunnecunne    [HL,L] 'your (sg)' elegje cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱niḵkkk [H,L,L] 'your (sg)' 

eḻeg̱iṯ cinnecinnecinnecinne    [HL,L] 'his/her' elegje cigginekcigginekcigginekcigginek6 [H,L,L] 'his/her' 

eḻeg̱iṯ cennangcennangcennangcennang    [H,HL] 'our' elegje ciggacciggacciggacciggac [H,H] 'our' 

eḻeg̱iṯ cunnongcunnongcunnongcunnong    [H,HL] 'your(pl)' elegje ciggokciggokciggokciggok [H,HL] 'your(pl)' 

eḻeg̱iṯ cinnengcinnengcinnengcinneng    [H,HL] 'their' elegje ciggekciggekciggekciggek [H,HL] 'their' 

    
Subject possessive pronounsSubject possessive pronounsSubject possessive pronounsSubject possessive pronouns    

    

In (5), the singular pronoun cinnecinnecinnecinne is the owner of the singular subject eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt.  In (6), the 

plural pronoun ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik is the owner of the plural subject elegjeelegjeelegjeelegje. 
    

(5) Icin eḻeg̱iṯi ̱cinnecinnecinnecinne ee̱ṯ. 'HisHisHisHis animal sees a man.' 

(6) Icinet elegje ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik ee̱ṯ. 'HisHisHisHis animals see a man.' 
 

                                                           
4
 The tone on the singular pronouns in the text differs from the tone when elicited on the whiteboard. The 

plural possessive pronouns in the table are from the whiteboard, the tones on ‘my’ are from the text (all H 

in the singular forms). 
5
 In the Animal story, ‘Who has removed all my yeast?’ is "Ngene ci avila laata wanani ke̱?" 

6
 As opposed to cigginek, neginnek is ditant (as ꞌthoseꞌ), and waginek may be past (or complete? – see 

laata wanani ‘all my yeast’ in the previous footnote). These are forms for third person singular (his/her), 

the other forms were not asked for in the workshop. 
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The following possessive pronouns and nouns can take the place of eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱cinnecinnecinnecinne in 

sentence (5) or elegje ciggenikelegje ciggenikelegje ciggenikelegje ciggenik in sentence (6). 
 

Singular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronouns    Plural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronouns    

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ cinanicinanicinanicinani [H,L,H] 'my' elegje cigganikcigganikcigganikcigganik    [H,L,H] 'my' 

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ cunnecunnecunnecunne    [HL,H] 'your (sg)' elegje cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱niḵkkk [H,L,H] 'your (sg)' 

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ cinnecinnecinnecinne    [HL,H] 'his/her' elegje ciggciggciggciggenikenikenikenik7 [H,L,H] 'his/her' 

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ cennangcennangcennangcennang    [HL,H] 'our' elegje ciggacciggacciggacciggac [HL,H] 'our' 

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ cunnongcunnongcunnongcunnong    [HL,H] 'your(pl)' elegje ciggokciggokciggokciggok [HL,H] 'your(pl)' 

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ cinnengcinnengcinnengcinneng    [HL,H] 'their' elegje ciggekciggekciggekciggek [HL,H] 'their' 

    
Location possessive pronounsLocation possessive pronounsLocation possessive pronounsLocation possessive pronouns    

    

In (7), the singular pronoun cinnecinnecinnecinne is the owner of the singular location cee̱ẕe ̱cee̱ẕe̱cee̱ẕe̱cee̱ẕe.̱  In (8), the 

plural pronoun ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik is the owner of the plural location cee̱ẕiṉe̱cee̱ẕiṉe̱cee̱ẕiṉe̱cee̱ẕiṉe.̱ 

    

(7) Uwe ee̱ṯ cee̱ẕe ̱cinnecinnecinnecinne. 'The man took (it) to hishishishis house.' 

(8) Uwe ee̱ṯ cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik. 'The man took (it) to hishishishis houses.' 
 

The following possessive pronouns and nouns can take the place of cee̱ẕe ̱cee̱ẕe ̱cee̱ẕe ̱cee̱ẕe ̱cinnecinnecinnecinne in 

sentence (7) or cee̱ẕiṉe ̱cee̱ẕiṉe ̱cee̱ẕiṉe ̱cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik in sentence (8). 
 

Singular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronounsSingular possessive pronouns    Plural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronounsPlural possessive pronouns    

cee̱ẕe ̱ cicicicinaninaninaninani [L,H,H] 'my' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ cigganikcigganikcigganikcigganik    [L,H,H] 'my' 

cee̱ẕe ̱ cunnecunnecunnecunne    [H,H] 'your (sg)' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱ni ̱cig̱gu̱niḵkkk [L,H,H] 'your (sg)' 

cee̱ẕe ̱ cinnecinnecinnecinne    [H,H] 'his/her' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik [L,H,H] 'his/her' 

cee̱ẕe ̱ cennangcennangcennangcennang    [L,HL] 'our' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ ciggacciggacciggacciggac [L,H] 'our' 

cee̱ẕe ̱ cunnongcunnongcunnongcunnong    [L,HL] 'your(pl)' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ ciggokciggokciggokciggok [L,HL] 'your(pl)' 

cee̱ẕe ̱ cinnengcinnengcinnengcinneng    [L,HL] 'their' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ ciggekciggekciggekciggek [L,HL] 'their' 

    

                                                           
7
 In the texts (beer story) found I̱ddi̱ki̱rre̱t dooli neginnek ke̱ - ‘so, his children (subj.) grew up’. 
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Exercise 12 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle around singular possessive  

pronouns, and draw a   box  around plural possessive pronouns.    

    

"Ngene ci avila laata wanani ke?̱" "Who has removed all my yeast?" 

  

"Orongi ttio̱̱ cee̱ẕ cinani ko̱" "do you want to enter my house?" 

  

elema enne bac̱i ̱cinne. 'he accepted his mistake.' 

  

Irong dooli ciko een cigganik do̱, een ciggaḵ  'These children are not mine  

    do̱o̱k.      alone, they belong to all of us.' 

  

ming koo ebere ciggac 'if we open our eyes' 

       

"aṉneḵka ̱ee̱ṯi ̱cinane ne," "my husband told me," 

  

Abaito ee̱ṯi ̱necu ki ngaa cinne. 'this person lived with his wife.' 

       

    

    

Demonstrative and Indefinite PronounsDemonstrative and Indefinite PronounsDemonstrative and Indefinite PronounsDemonstrative and Indefinite Pronouns    
    

A few other pronouns take the place of nouns.  Demonstrative pronouns point to or 

show certain nouns.  In (1), the singular demonstrative pronoun icuicuicuicu 'this' takes the place 

of a singular noun.  In (2), the plural demonstrative pronoun icikoicikoicikoiciko 'these' takes the place 

of a plural noun. 

    

(1) Cee̱ẕ icuicuicuicu. 'ThisThisThisThis is a house.'  (2) Cee̱ẕi ̱icikoicikoicikoiciko. 'TheseTheseTheseThese are houses.' 

(3) Cee̱ẕ nicinicinicinici. 'ThatThatThatThat is a house.'  (4) Cee̱ẕi ̱nekenekenekeneke. 'ThoseThoseThoseThose are houses.' 

    

The pronouns nicinicinicinici 'that' in (3) and nekenekenekeneke 'those' in (4) point to nouns that are further 

away than the pronouns of (1) and (2). 
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Indefinite pronouns refer to nouns that have not yet been mentioned or that do not refer 

to specific nouns.   In (3), the singular indefinite pronoun immaimmaimmaimma 'another' refers to a 

singular noun.  In (4), the plural indefinite pronoun uggeuggeuggeugge 'some' refers to a plural noun. 

    

(3) Cee̱ẕ immaimmaimmaimma. 'AnotherAnotherAnotherAnother house.'  (4) Cee̱ẕi ̱uggeuggeuggeugge. 'SomeSomeSomeSome houses.' 

    

Singular and plural deomonstrative and indefinite pronouns are listed below. 

    

SingularSingularSingularSingular        PluralPluralPluralPlural        

icu [L,H] 'this' icike [L,L,H] 'these' 

nici [H,H] 'that' neke [H,H] 'those' 

imma [H,H] 'another' ugge [H,H] 'some' 

 

 

 

AdjectivesAdjectivesAdjectivesAdjectives    

    

In this lesson, we learn that the suffixes –e, e, e, e, ----i, i, i, i, ----inteinteinteinte    are added to certain stative verbs 

when the subject is plural.  Adjectives give information about nouns.  They follow cccciiii or 

cccciiiikkkk and come from stative verbs.   The suffix ––––kkkk shows that an adjective is plural.  The 

suffixes ----aitaitaitait, , , , ----oitoitoitoit, , , , and    ----etetetet show that an adjective has become a noun. 

    

Stative verbsStative verbsStative verbsStative verbs    

 

Stative verbs describe a state or the way things are.  In (1), the stative verb gerzagerzagerzagerza 'is bad' 

tells the way the beer is.  The noun eleeleeleele 'body' is a singular subject.   

    

(1)  Gerza ele. 'The body is bad.' 

(2)  Gerzeeee eḻeṯti.̱ 'The bodies are bad.' 

    

In (2), the verb gerze gerze gerze gerze has the plural suffix ––––eeee to match the plural subject eḻeṯti ̱eḻeṯti ̱eḻeṯti ̱eḻeṯti.̱ 
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In the following sentences, some other stative verbs add a plural suffix for plural 

subjects.  The plural suffix can be ----e, e, e, e, ----i, i, i, i, -intintintinteeee.  For many verbs, the singular and plural 

have the same form and only differ in the perfective (as OmorOmorOmorOmor uturtaci – ‘The lady was was was was 

sicksicksicksick’ and OmoritOmoritOmoritOmorit uturtana – ‘The ladies were sickwere sickwere sickwere sick’). 

    

Singular subjectSingular subjectSingular subjectSingular subject    Plural subjectPlural subjectPlural subjectPlural subject        

Gerza ele. Gerzeeee eḻeṯti.̱ 'The body is bad.' 

Idica uruz. Idiceeee urzi. 'The dog is small.' 

Ngayya do̱lec̱. Ngayyeeee dooli. 'The child is female.' 

Macca do̱lec̱. Macceeee dooli. 'The child is male.' 

Alal do̱lec̱. Alaliiii dooli. 'The child is cold.' 

A̱ppwa ̱cee̱ẕ. A̱ppiṉte̱iṉte̱iṉte̱iṉte ̱cee̱ẕi.̱ 'The house is huge.' 

Egeny ee̱ṯi.̱ Egeny ol. 'The person is clever.' 

Orobok do̱lec̱. Orobok dooli.  'The girl is thin.' 

Abunna aẖaṯa.̱ Abunna    aẖaṉiṉa.̱ 'The food is good. ' 

Omori uturtaci. Omori uturtana. 'The lady is sick.' 

A̱bu̱re ̱gwaa̱.̱ A̱bu̱re ̱gwo̱o̱nyeṉa.̱ 'The fire is hot.' 

A̱ddiḵiṟe ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ iḏdiḵiṟeṯ elegje 'The animal is big.' 

Egeny ee̱ṯi.̱ Egenyit ol. 'The person was 

clever.' 

Orobok do̱lec̱. Oroboit dooli. 'The girl was thin.' 

Ubunna aẖaṯa.̱ Ubunnta    aẖaṉiṉa.̱ 'The food was good. ' 

Omor uturtaci. Omorit uturtana. 'The lady was sick.' 

U̱bu̱r gwaa̱.̱ U̱bu̱reṯ gwo̱o̱nyeṉa.̱ 'The fire was hot. ' 

    

Singular and plural adjectivesSingular and plural adjectivesSingular and plural adjectivesSingular and plural adjectives    
    

Adjectives come from stative verbs.  An adjective describes or gives information about 

a noun.  In sentence (3), gerzegerzegerzegerze 'bad' tells what kind of word the person spoke.  It gives 

information about the noun zozzozzozzoz 'word'.  The singular adjective gerzegerzegerzegerze follows ci ci ci ci and 

describes the singular noun zozzozzozzoz.   
 

(3)  Aduwa eet zoz ci gerzegerzegerzegerze. 'The person spoke a badbadbadbad word.' 

(4)  Aduwa eet zo̱zzo̱k cik gerzekgerzekgerzekgerzek. 'The person spoke badbadbadbad words.' 
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In (4) the plural adjective gerzekgerzekgerzekgerzek has the plural suffix –kkkk.  It follows cikcikcikcik and describes 

the plural noun zo̱zzo̱zo̱zzo̱zo̱zzo̱zo̱zzo̱kkkk.  Adjectives always follow cicicici or cikcikcikcik and add the plural suffix ––––kkkk 

when describing a plural noun.   
 

The following adjectives and nouns can take the place of zoz ci gerzezoz ci gerzezoz ci gerzezoz ci gerze in sentence (3) or 

zo̱zzo̱zo̱zzo̱zo̱zzo̱zo̱zzo̱k cikk cikk cikk cik gerzek gerzek gerzek gerzek in sentence (4).  The plural adjectives have the plural suffix –kkkk.  The 

ci is connected to a few of the singular adjectives such as ccccidiciidiciidiciidici. 

    

Singular adjectivesSingular adjectivesSingular adjectivesSingular adjectives    Plural adjectivesPlural adjectivesPlural adjectivesPlural adjectives        

do̱lec̱ ci ngayye dooli cik ngayyekkkk 'female child' 

ee̱ṯ cidici ol cidicikkkk 'small person' 

zoz ci gerze zo̱zzo̱k cik gerzekkkk 'bad word' 

do̱lec̱ ci macci dooli cik maccikkkk 'male child' 

do̱lec̱ ci ap̱pwe ̱ dooli cik ap̱piṉteḵkkk  'huge child' 

    

In (3) and (4), the adjectives describe nouns that are objects.  If the adjectives describe 

nouns that subjects or nouns that are locations, the form or tone may be different8. 

    

Adjectival nounsAdjectival nounsAdjectival nounsAdjectival nouns    

    

Adjectives can be made into nouns by adding suffixes.  The adjective gerzegerzegerzegerze – ‘bad’ 

becomes the noun gerezoitgerezoitgerezoitgerezoit – ‘bad person’ by adding the suffix –oitoitoitoit. 

    

Adjectives that become nouns are called adjectival nouns.  The following show more 

adjectival nouns like gerezoitgerezoitgerezoitgerezoit that are the person with the quality the adjective like gerzegerzegerzegerze 

describe. They take the suffixes ----zet zet zet zet or    ----zoitzoitzoitzoit.  There are also nouns for a person with the 

quality of the adjective, which are shorter than the adjective, like macmacmacmac – ‘husband’.  

Here, the adjective maccimaccimaccimacci – ‘male’ is derived from the noun by adding a suffix.  

    

Singular adjectivesSingular adjectivesSingular adjectivesSingular adjectives    Adjectival nouns or Adjectival nouns or Adjectival nouns or Adjectival nouns or 

basic nounbasic nounbasic nounbasic noun    

    

ee̱ṯ cidici idizet 'childish person' 

do̱lec̱ ci ap̱pwe ̱ ap̱piṉzeṯ  'one who is huge' 

zoz ci gerze gerezoit 'stingy/bad person' 

                                                           
8
 The adjectives are not checked for tone, and the combination with subjects or locations was not asked for. 
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do̱lec̱ ci ngayye ngaa 'woman' 

do̱lec̱ ci macci mac 'man' 

    

Exercise 13 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around all adjectives, and  

draw a    box   around all adjectival nouns.    

    

Anyak bali do̱lec̱ imma ci ap̱pwe ̱ele oroot. 'There was a certain young  

      woman who was very fat.' 

  

"Irong anna kajurane, ming alali iṉneṯ looci." 'I won’t refuse you when you are  

     cold, you are welcome.' 

  

"Madim iṉna ̱omori?" "Do you think I am sick?" 

  

… korobok do̱lec̱ kize gerza ele. '… the girl became thin and (her)  

      body became anemic.' 

  

Niga uturtana, abunna ming o̱ngo̱o̱liṉnu̱  'You ladies, it is good when you  

     maccwa ciggog.     respect your husbands.' 

  

iḻlo̱i ̱lutenet ci kaḻu̱te ̱Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ, egeny enne  'No one can cheat God—He is  

     oroot. very clever.' 

    

Number adjectivesNumber adjectivesNumber adjectivesNumber adjectives    
    

Number adjectives describe nouns with a number.  They follow nouns, but do not 

follow cicicici or cikcikcikcik like other adjectives.  In (1), the number co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de ̱'one' describes the 

singular noun do̱do̱do̱do̱le̱le̱le̱lec̱ccc 'child'. 

    

(1)  kiṯiṟta ̱do̱lec̱ co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de ̱ 'oneoneoneone child was born to them.'9 

(2)  kiṯiṟta ̱dooli ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱. 'threethreethreethree children were born to them.' 

                                                           
9
 Lit.: ‘They produced one child / three children.’ 
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In (2), the number ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱ 'three' describes the plural noun doolidoolidoolidooli.  The other numbers are 

listed below.   

 

do̱lec̱ co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de ̱   'one child' 

dooli ramaramaramarama    'two children' 

dooli ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱ii̱y̱o̱    'three children' 

dooli we̱we̱we̱wec̱ccc    'four children' 

dooli tu̱tu̱tu̱tu̱rrrr    'five children' 

dooli torkonomtorkonomtorkonomtorkonom    'six children' 

dooli turgeremturgeremturgeremturgerem    'seven children' 

dooli tu̱rge̱tu̱rge̱tu̱rge̱tu̱rge ̱   'eigth children' 

dooli torkoctorkoctorkoctorkoc    'nine children' 

dooli omotoomotoomotoomoto    'ten children' 

 

Demonstrative and Indefinite AdjectivesDemonstrative and Indefinite AdjectivesDemonstrative and Indefinite AdjectivesDemonstrative and Indefinite Adjectives    

    
In a previous lesson, we learned about demonstrative and indefinite pronouns.  The 

demonstrative and indefinite pronouns can be used as adjectives to describe nouns.  

Demonstrative adjectives describe nouns by pointing or showing.   Indefinite adjectives 

describe nouns that have not yet been mentioned or are not specific.  In this lesson, we 

learn about these adjectives used as objects, subjects, and locations. 

    
DemonstrativeDemonstrativeDemonstrativeDemonstrative and indefinite  and indefinite  and indefinite  and indefinite objectobjectobjectobject adjectives adjectives adjectives adjectives    

 

In (1), the demonstrative adjective necunecunecunecu 'that' points to a specific object eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt that the 

speaker has in mind.   In (2), the indefinite adjective immaimmaimmaimma 'certain' describes eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt, 

which is not specific.  

 

(1) U̱ru̱weṯ ol eḻeg̱iṯ necunecunecunecu. 'People killed thatthatthatthat animal. ' 

(2) U̱ru̱weṯ ol eḻeg̱iṯ immaimmaimmaimma. 'People killed a certaina certaina certaina certain animal. ' 

 

The following adjectives and nouns can take the place of eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt necu necu necu necu in sentence (1) or 

eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt imma imma imma imma in sentence (2).  The tone of the adjectives is given in brackets [ ]. 
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SingularSingularSingularSingular            PluralPluralPluralPlural            

eḻeg̱iṯ cucucucu  [HL] 'thisthisthisthis animal' elegje cikocikocikociko  [H,L] 'thesethesethesethese animals' 

eḻeg̱iṯ necunecunecunecu  [H,HL] 'thatthatthatthat animal' elegje neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱ [H,L] 'thosethosethosethose animals' 

eḻeg̱iṯ immaimmaimmaimma [H,H] 'certaincertaincertaincertain animal' elegje uuuuggeggeggegge [H,H] 'somesomesomesome animals' 

    

Demonstrative and indefinite Demonstrative and indefinite Demonstrative and indefinite Demonstrative and indefinite subjectsubjectsubjectsubject adjectives adjectives adjectives adjectives    
 

In (3), the singular adjective necunecunecunecu describes the singular subject eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi.̱   In (4), the 

plural adjective neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱ is used.  
 

(3) Icin eḻeg̱iṯi ̱necunecunecunecu ee̱ṯ. ''''ThatThatThatThat animal saw a man. ' 

(4) Icinet elegje neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱ ee̱ṯ. ''''ThoseThoseThoseThose animals saw a man. ' 

 

The following adjectives and nouns can take the place of eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱necunecunecunecu in sentence (3) or 

elegje elegje elegje elegje neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱ in sentence (4). 
 

SingularSingularSingularSingular            PluralPluralPluralPlural            

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱cucucucu  [H] 'thisthisthisthis animal' elegje cikocikocikociko  [H,H] 'thesethesethesethese animals' 

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱necunecunecunecu  [H,H] 'thatthatthatthat animal' elegje neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱    [H,H] 'thosethosethosethose animals' 

eḻeg̱iṯi ̱immaimmaimmaimma [L,H] 'certaincertaincertaincertain animal' elegje uggakuggakuggakuggak [L,H] 'somesomesomesome animals' 

    

Demonstrative and indefinite Demonstrative and indefinite Demonstrative and indefinite Demonstrative and indefinite locationlocationlocationlocation adjectives adjectives adjectives adjectives    

 

In (5), the singular adjective necunecunecunecu describes the singular location ceezeceezeceezeceeze.    

 

(5) Oong ee̱ṯi ̱ceeze necunecunecunecu.10 'The man slept in thatthatthatthat house. ' 

 

The following adjectives and nouns can take the place of ceeze necuceeze necuceeze necuceeze necu in sentence (5). 

 

SingularSingularSingularSingular            PluralPluralPluralPlural            

ceeze cucucucu  [LH] 'thisthisthisthis house' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱cikocikocikociko  [H,LH] 'thesethesethesethese houses' 

ceeze necinecinecineci  [L,H] 'thatthatthatthat house' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱neḵo̱ [L,H] 'thosethosethosethose houses' 

ceeze immaniimmaniimmaniimmani [L,H,L] 'certaincertaincertaincertain house' cee̱ẕiṉe ̱ugganikugganikugganikugganik [L,H,L] 'somesomesomesome houses' 

                                                           
10

 check 

Oong e̱e̱ti̱ ceeze necu. The man slept in that house. 

Udung e̱e̱ti̱ ojonun ki elegje ne̱ko̱ The man slept near these animals. 
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Exercise 14 

    

In the following sentences, underline number adjectives, draw a  circle around  

demonstrative adjectives, and draw a box around indefinite adjectives.    

    

Anyak bali do̱lec̱ imma ci ap̱pwe ̱ele oroot. 'There was a certain young woman  

      who was very fat.' 

  

… bali koor neci irong logoz aṯiḵ bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱ '… a long time ago men did not marry 

     cik ap̱iṉteḵ eḻeṯti.̱      ladies who have large bodies.' 

  

aavte da baḻiy̱e ̱ol niko, iḻlo̱i ̱da rok gwo̱o̱. 'in the past people did not have fire.' 

  

… aḇu̱re ̱gwaa̱ ̱necu kemed. '… that was a nice hot fire.' 

  

Avvek enne gwo̱o̱ izong kar kogoroz imma  'He sat … and stole a certain piece' 

     cidici niko,       

  

Uk gwaa̱ ̱necu idite goola, 'The fire went out as he went along the  

      road,' 

  

Anyak zin bali koor imma ci awu alaani  'There was a certain day in which this  

    necu ol Tennetta veelek,     chief called all the Tennet people,' 

  

… kar kuwahek no̱ngiṯto̱n neḵe ̱do̱o̱k '… to convince them of those 

problems.' 

  

    

    

LocationsLocationsLocationsLocations (not treated in the workshop)11 

    

In Laarim, there are words like vurut    'under' that give the location of nouns and follow 

those nouns.  In Tennet, there may be locational words serving this purpose.  They 

                                                           
11

 Needs confirmation or rejection of the Tennet team, if we shall deal with these words in this book 
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precede the noun and ki is added, as in (1).  The sentence (1) is elicited.  There are no 

examples for locational relations like ‘near’, ‘under’ or ‘above’ in the texts. 

 

(1) Udung ee̱ṯi ̱ojonunojonunojonunojonun kikikiki eḻeg̱iṯ cinne. 'The man slept nearnearnearnear his animal.' 

    

    

AdverbsAdverbsAdverbsAdverbs    

    
Adverbs describe or give information about verbs.  They never change in form, but are 

always spelled and pronounced the same.  The adverb gongongongon 'always' tells how or in what 

way he iyotikiyotikiyotikiyotik 'pushes in'. 

 

Iyotik gon enne keet neci gwo̱o̱. 'He continuously pushes the wood into the fire.' 

    

Most of the adverbs below can take the place of gongongongon in the sentence above.  There are 

manner, time, and place adverbs. 

 

Adverbs of manner, asAdverbs of manner, asAdverbs of manner, asAdverbs of manner, aspect, or moodpect, or moodpect, or moodpect, or mood    Adverbs of timeAdverbs of timeAdverbs of timeAdverbs of time    

do̱ ‘alone’ izong ‘until’ 

u̱du̱t ‘forever’ ko ‘now’ 

gon ‘always’ iy̱o̱ko̱ ‘now’ 

odohize ‘always’ bak ‘until’ 

oroot ‘much, really’ atidic, adic ‘later’ 

wu̱ca ̱ ‘may’ ngintidici ‘for a while, in a 

short time’ 

ku̱ca ̱ ‘may’ joor ‘recently’ 

zee ‘continuously, 

indefinitely’ 

ngeṟreṯ ‘early morning’ 

bo̱do̱k ‘again’ wanai ‘recently, 

before, today’ 

idic ‘slowly’ yomona ‘evening’ 

zong ‘just’ vu̱rta ̱ ‘late’ 

zar ‘just’ da ‘in past’ 

deḏe ̱ ‘truly’ baḻi(̱ye)̱ ‘in past’ 
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ladun ‘really’ atin ‘will’ 

gaganiko ‘for nothing’ Adverbs of placeAdverbs of placeAdverbs of placeAdverbs of place 

abarik ‘instead’ reena ‘away, far’ 

ju̱rru̱m ‘well’ rok ‘up to’ 

bu̱k ‘also’ ngati ‘from, away’ 

de ‘again, also’ ningatu ‘here’ 

ṯoc ‘fully’ abaanyca ‘beside, near’ 

labak ‘peacefully’ ningati ‘there’ 

  caito ‘inside’ 

    

    

Exercise 15 

    

In the following sentences, underline adverbs of manner, draw a  circle around  

adverbs of time, and draw a box  around adverbs of place.    

    

Azi ne, ozoz da gon bali reena elegje. 'It is said that, long ago animals were  

     talking.' 

  

Aturneke ngaṟiḏo̱ ningatu. 'The story ends here.' 

  

Een zin da lotuwenti ki iṟo̱ngiṯ gonen oroot. 'Rat and fly were good friends.' 

      

Imma logoz cik Lovi ming ovvo av̱vu̱ vu̱rta,̱ 'But when the young men from Lovi  

          arrived later,' 

  

… ci okko atidic enne okkoye ming ag̱gam̱  '… so that he could take it (with him)  

     gwo̱o̱ ju̱rru̱m,     when it caught fire. 

  

anyak ee̱ṯi ̱imma ci da aruce joor. 'there was a man who was recently  

           married.' 
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Question (Interogative)Question (Interogative)Question (Interogative)Question (Interogative) Pronouns  Pronouns  Pronouns  Pronouns (not treated in the workshop)12    
 

Interrogative pronouns are used to ask questions.  They take the place of unknown 

nouns, adjectives, objects, locations, and adverbs. 

    
Ngene Ngene Ngene Ngene 'Who''Who''Who''Who'    

    

Sentence (1) is a statement, sentence (2) is a question.  In (1), the subject is lotuwentilotuwentilotuwentilotuwenti 

'rat'.  The question of (2) asks about the subject in (1).  The question pronoun ngene ngene ngene ngene 

takes the place of the subject noun lotuwentilotuwentilotuwentilotuwenti in (1).   

 

(1) Edelana lotuwenti laata cinani. 'Rat took all my yeast.' 

(2) NgeneNgeneNgeneNgene ci edelana laata cinani ko̱? 'WhoWhoWhoWho took all my yeast?' 

    
Nya / Inya Nya / Inya Nya / Inya Nya / Inya 'What, Why''What, Why''What, Why''What, Why'    
    

In (4) and (6) the question pronoun (i)nya(i)nya(i)nya(i)nya 'what' or 'why' takes the place of the object 

laata cinanilaata cinanilaata cinanilaata cinani in (3) and the clause kogoroz kogoroz kogoroz kogoroz gwo̱o̱gwo̱o̱gwo̱o̱gwo̱o̱ in (5). 

 

(3) Korongi anna laata cinani. 'I want my yeast.' 

(4) Orongi dim iṉna ̱nya nya nya nya? 'WhatWhatWhatWhat do you want from me?' 

 

(5) Koboda kiḵiy̱a ̱kogoroz gwo̱o̱ 'I have returned to steal the fire.' 

(6) InyaInyaInyaInya dim iṉna ̱ming oboda de ko? 'Why Why Why Why did you return again?' 

    

Ku Ku Ku Ku 'How''How''How''How'    

The question pronoun kukukuku 'how' takes the place of a manner adverb. In (7) and (9) the 

question pronoun kukukuku 'how' takes the place of the whole action the speaker is going to 

take. 

 

                                                           
12

 Examples for ‘which’, ‘where’, and ‘when’ are not in the texts, and also no object ‘whom’ (also ngene? 

different tone?). 
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(7) "kar ku̱tu̱gu̱ gwo̱o̱ necu ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ kar 

idimak ee̱ṯ wa anyaka annit ko̱?" 

“What (how)What (how)What (how)What (how) should I do to take this fire to 

the person who cares for me?” 

(8) Alaba zin uruz keelang 

gaganiko, .. 

'Then the dog tried to trick the leopard by …' 

 

(9) "Ku̱tu̱gu̱z ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ logoz?" “What (how)What (how)What (how)What (how) shall we do, guys?” 

(10) Korong ku̱lu̱teṯ logoz neḵe ̱Jaine. 'We need to scare these young men of Jain.' 

    

YesYesYesYes----No questionsNo questionsNo questionsNo questions    

 

For some questions, the only answers can only be "yes" or "no".  These kinds of 

questions do not use question pronouns.  Instead, … - one way bay be that the particle 

ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱ or is added at the end of the sentence, as in (12). Or it may be tonal. It can be 

marked with the question mark ‘?’ in the orthography. 

 

(11) "Orongi ttio̱̱ cee̱ẕ cinani." 'You want to enter my house.' 

(12) "Orongi ttio̱̱ cee̱ẕ cinani ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱?" 'Do you want to enter my house?' 

    

Exercise 16 

    

In the following lines, underline all verbs and draw a circle around all question 

pronouns.  In the blank ____ to the left, write the kind of word that the question pronoun 

replaces.  The answer could be subject, object, location, adverb, or clause. – no further 

examples from the texts!    

    

__________   

   

__________   

   

__________   

   

__________   

   

__________   
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__________   

   

__________   

    

    

Command Verbs (Imperatives)Command Verbs (Imperatives)Command Verbs (Imperatives)Command Verbs (Imperatives)    

 

Command verbs are used to order or command others to do something.  In (1), the 

singular command ttedttedttedtted 'cut, cross' is said to one person.   

    

(1) "TtedTtedTtedTted (iṉna)̱ liil!" "CrossCrossCrossCross the river! (said to one person)" 

(2) "EEEEttedttedttedtteditititit (niga) liil!" "CrossCrossCrossCross the river! (said to more than one person)" 

 

In (2), the plural command eeeettedttedttedtteditititit is said to more than one person.  It has the prefix eeee---- 

and the suffix ––––itititit.   

 

Singular commands such as ttedttedttedtted are the most basic form of the verb.  In the dictionary, 

verbs are listed with this form. 

 

The following command verbs can take the place of ttedttedttedtted in (1) or etteditetteditetteditettedit in (2).  The 

most common plural commands have the prefix VVVV---- and the suffix ––––itititit or -etetetet.  The letter 

VVVV represents the first vowel of the verb.  If the singular command has a vowel at the 

end, the suffix is ––––cccc, or the vowel is dropped (as in gga ̱– ag̱gac̱ccc and talu – atalitititit). 

 

Singular Singular Singular Singular 

CommandCommandCommandCommand    

PluralPluralPluralPlural    

CommandCommandCommandCommand    

 

rong o̱o̱o̱o̱ro̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘want’ 

dang aaaadangitititit    ‘argue’ 

dong o̱o̱o̱o̱do̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘carry’ 

bung uuuubungetetetet ‘cover’ 

tung uuuutungetetetet ‘leave’ 

liṉgliṉg i ̱i ̱i ̱iḻiṉgliṉge̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘work’ 

volong oooovolongitititit ‘lie’ 

lem eeeelemitititit ‘accept’ 
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ggam̱ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gam̱i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘catch’ 

ciṉ i ̱i ̱i ̱ic̱iṉe̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘see’ 

jjiṉ i ̱i ̱i ̱ij̱jiṉe̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘ask’ 

iṉo̱n  iṉo̱ni ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘think’ 

iṟraṉ     iṟraṉi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt    ‘snatch, take s.th. by force’ 

delan     eeeedelanitititit    ‘clear’ 

geny     eeeegenyitititit    ‘be clever’ 

lal     aaaalalitititit    ‘be cold’ 

talu     aaaatalitititit    ‘be happy’ 

viṟ     i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟe̱e ̱e ̱eṯttt    ‘run, elope’ 

tu̱ku̱r  u̱u̱u̱u̱tu̱ku̱ri ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘lstir’ 

mor  oooomoritititit ‘be sick’ 

tarar  aaaatararitititit ‘laugh’ 

diḵiṟ     i ̱i ̱i ̱iḏiḵiṟe̱e ̱e ̱eṯttt    ‘be big’ 

zoz     oooozozitititit    ‘talk, answer’ 

dem̱eẕ  e̱e̱e ̱eḏem̱eẕi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘teach’ 

miciz  iiiimicizetetetet ‘engage’ 

goroz  o̱o̱o̱o̱go̱ro̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘steal’ 

nnu  uuuunnuwetwetwetwet    ‘follow’ 

du̱t  u̱u̱u̱u̱du̱ti ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘pour’ 

mut  uuuumutitititit ‘hide (in hand)’ 

dit  iiiiditetetetet ‘put off (fire)’ 

lu̱t  u̱u̱u̱u̱lu̱ti ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘scare’ 

root  o̱o̱o̱o̱ro̱oṯi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘spy’ 

iyot  iyotitititit ‘push (ahead)’ 

vvoc  oooovvocitititit ‘hit, kick’ 

zac  aaaazacitititit ‘throw, spread, scatter’ 

bac  aaaabacitititit ‘miss’ 

malac  aaaamalacitititit ‘boil’ 

tted  eeeetteditititit ‘cut, cross’ 

uud  uuditititit ‘drink’ 

gok  oooogoitititit ‘cry’ 

yok  ooooyoitititit ‘fight’ 

ru̱k  u̱u̱u̱u̱ru̱we̱we̱we̱weṯttt    ‘beat’ 

nyak  aaaanyaitititit ‘have’ 
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tiḵ  i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯiy̱e̱ye̱ye̱yeṯttt ‘marry’ 

dak  aaaadaitititit ‘eat’ 

rak  aaaaraitititit ‘be the first’ 

bak  aaaabaitititit ‘live’ 

aak  aaitititit ‘cook’ 

uwak  uwaitititit ‘preach’ 

robok  ooooroboitititit ‘be thin’ 

re  eeeerecccc ‘wait’ 

gga ̱ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gac̱ccc    ‘know’ 

la aaaalacccc ‘beg’ 

zzi ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱iẕzec̱ccc ‘get lost’ 

 

 

Exercise 17 

 

In the following sentences, draw a  circle   around commands, and underline all other 

verbs. 

 

"Korongi kavvek gwo̱o̱ cunne ko̱?" "I want to sit beside your fire." 

       

"Ming kaṉneḵ keelang ne, "Inya gwo̱o̱,"  "If I ask the leopard, “give me fire,” he  

     irong atidic aanyan."      won’t give it." 

  

"…, kar abunna ming o̱ngo̱o̱le.̱" "…, so it is good if you respect (him)." 

       

Iḏdiḵiṟreṯ dooli neginnek ke,̱ orongit  'His children grew up and needed money  

    o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱cik cuukulo.      for school.' 

  

ij̱jiṉ ngaa cinne nonno aṉneḵ ne, "Inya  'his wife asked him, “give me some  

    o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱u̱gge ̱kutuwak dooli ru̱u̱maṉi ̱..."     money to buy the children clothes...” ' 

  

"Tiḻo̱ dooli, demezek liṉgliṉgo̱n.  "Advice your children and teach (them)  

           work skills." 

  

"Anyik do̱lec̱ ci ngay̱ye ̱kiḻiṉgliṉg go̱o̱le ̱ "Let the girl (female child) do her work,  
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     wainne, anyik bo̱do̱k dooli cik maccik       and likewise let the boys (‘male  

     kiḻiṉgliṉgeṯ go̱o̱le ̱wanneṉg."      children’) do their work." 

  

"Kiize anna manyi kaal ne, o̱o̱tte ̱labak,  "I am the owner of the animal, take it  

     dooli."      honestly, children!" 

  

"Ma ngan obodonikku, gerza ming ogonnu  "Do not repeat the bad (act of) taking an  

     kaal ibawa."      animal by force." 

 

 

Subject Markers on VerbsSubject Markers on VerbsSubject Markers on VerbsSubject Markers on Verbs with fin with fin with fin with final Consonantsal Consonantsal Consonantsal Consonants    

In the lesson on verbs, we learned that verbs can be completive as idimaidimaidimaidima ꞌtookꞌ or 

incompletive as adimaadimaadimaadima ꞌwas takingꞌ. 

 

idimaidimaidimaidima ee̱ṯi ̱eez. 'the person tooktooktooktook the goat.' 

adimaadimaadimaadima ee̱ṯi ̱eez. 'the person was takingwas takingwas takingwas taking the goat.' 

 

In the completive verb iiiidima ꞌtookꞌ, the action is thought of as being finished or 

complete.  A prefix iiii–––– with the same vowel as in the verb attaches to completive verbs.  

In the incompletive verb aaaadima ꞌwas takingꞌ, the action is thought of as continuing, or 

still going on.  A prefix aaaa–––– attaches to some incompletive verbs. 

 

In the lesson on pronouns, we learned that a verb changes with the subject pronoun.  

For example, when we say kkkkac̱i ̱ac̱i ̱ac̱i ̱ac̱iṉnnni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱anna  anna  anna  anna ee̱̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯttt 'I see a person', the kkkk---- and ----iiii are attached to 

the verb because of the subject annaannaannaanna 'I'.  When we say, ac̱i ̱ac̱i ̱ac̱i ̱ac̱iṉnnnnu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ niga  niga  niga  niga ee̱̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯttt 'you(pl) see a 

person', the ----nunununu is attached to the verb because of the subject niganiganiganiga 'you(pl)'.  Below, all 

subject pronouns are used with both incompletive and completive forms of the verb cincincincin 

ꞌseeꞌ. 

 

Incompletive Completive ꞌseeꞌ 

ka̱ka̱ka̱kac̱iṉi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   anna ee̱ṯ kikikikicinaaaa    anna ee̱ṯ 'I' 

  a̱  a̱  a̱  ac̱iṉi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ   i ̱  i ̱  i ̱  ic̱iṉu̱u̱u̱u̱    iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ 'You(sg)' 

  a  a  a  acin enne ee̱ṯ   iiiicin    enne ee̱ṯ ꞌ(S)heꞌ 

kakakakacin naga ee̱ṯ kikikikicinetetetet    naga ee̱ṯ 'We(incl)' 
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kakakakacinnananana naga ee̱ṯ kikikikicintatatata    naga ee̱ṯ 'We(excl)' 

  a̱a̱a̱ac̱iṉnu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ niga ee̱ṯ   i ̱i ̱i ̱ic̱iṉtu̱tu̱tu̱tu̱ niga ee̱ṯ 'You(pl)' 

  aaaacin nege ee̱ṯ   iiiicinetetetet    nege ee̱ṯ 'They' 

 

Seven different subjects can be marked on a verb.  They are called subject markers.  

The prefix kkkk---- always comes at the beginnings of verbs to mark the subjects annaannaannaanna 'I' and 

naganaganaganaga 'we'.  Suffixes also come at the ends of verbs to mark the subjects.  The prefixes 

and suffixes are often different according to whether the action is ongoing or complete, 

as whether the verb is incompletive or completive.  The most common set of suffixes is 

the following: 

 

Subject markers on verbs with final consonantsSubject markers on verbs with final consonantsSubject markers on verbs with final consonantsSubject markers on verbs with final consonants 

IncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletive    CompletiveCompletiveCompletiveCompletive     

PrefixPrefixPrefixPrefix    SuffixSuffixSuffixSuffix    PronounPronounPronounPronoun    PrefixPrefixPrefixPrefix    SuffixSuffixSuffixSuffix    PronounPronounPronounPronoun     

ka-̱ -i ̱ anna kV- -a anna 'I' 

  a-̱ -i ̱ iṉna ̱   V- -u̱ iṉna ̱ 'You(sg)' 

  a- - enne   V- - enne ꞌ(S)heꞌ 

ka- - naga kV- -it, -et naga 'We(incl)' 

ka- -Ca naga kV- -Ca naga 'We(excl)' 

  a-̱ -Cu̱ niga   V- -Cu̱ niga 'You(pl)' 

  a- - nege   V- -it, -et nege 'They' 

 

In the prefix, the letter V represents the first vowel of the verb.  In the suffix, the letter 

C represents a consonant that depends on the last consonant of the verb.  This consonant 

is usually different whether the verb is completive or incompletive.  For example, with 

the verb cincincincin ꞌseeꞌ above, it is ----nnnn in the incomletive and ----tttt in the completive forms. 

 

In the incompletive form, if the verb has the vowel iiii, , , , i ̱i ̱i ̱i,̱ u, u, u, u, or u̱u̱u̱u̱, the prefix vowel is aaaa----.  

If the verb has any other vowel (eeee, , , , e̱e̱e ̱e,̱ , , , oooo, , , , o̱o̱o̱o̱, , , , aaaa, , , , a̱a̱a̱a)̱, the prefix vowel is the same as the verb 

vowel.   For example, in the verb aaaaciiiin ‘see’, a̱a̱a̱av̱i ̱i ̱i ̱iṟ ‘run’, aaaannuuuu ‘join’, a̱a̱a̱aṟu̱u̱u̱u̱k    ‘beat’, the 

prefix vowel is aaaa----.  In the verbs eeeegeeeel ‘separate’, ooootooood ‘climb’, aaaanyaaaak ‘have’, and a̱a̱a̱ag̱ga̱a̱a̱am̱ 

‘catch’, the prefix vowel is the same as the verb vowel.   In the completive form, the 

prefix vowel is always the same as the verb vowel. 
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NagaNagaNagaNaga ‘we’ and niga niga niga niga ‘you(pl)’ subject suffixes on verbs depend on the last consonant of 

the verb.  Most often in the incompletive forms the last consonant is doubled (kacinna kacinna kacinna kacinna 

naga, naga, naga, naga, a̱a̱a̱a̱ciṉnu̱ ciṉnu̱ ciṉnu̱ ciṉnu̱ niganiganiganiga) and in the completive forms a ----tttt is added (kicinta nagakicinta nagakicinta nagakicinta naga, , , , ic̱iṉtu̱ ic̱iṉtu̱ ic̱iṉtu̱ ic̱iṉtu̱ niganiganiganiga).  

However, some consonants may add a different consonant in the incompletive forms.  

Verbs with the last consonant ngngngng or mmmm add -nynynyny in the incompletive forms (korongnya korongnya korongnya korongnya 

naganaganaganaga, , , , o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ niganiganiganiga, , , , kelemnya nagakelemnya nagakelemnya nagakelemnya naga, , , , eḻem̱nyu̱ eḻem̱nyu̱ eḻem̱nyu̱ eḻem̱nyu̱ niganiganiganiga).  If the last consonant of the verb is 

nynynyny, l l l l, or r r r r, usually a ----yyyy is added in the incompletive forms (kav̱iṟya ̱kav̱iṟya ̱kav̱iṟya ̱kav̱iṟya ̱naganaganaganaga, , , , av̱iṟyu̱ av̱iṟyu̱ av̱iṟyu̱ av̱iṟyu̱ niganiganiganiga). 
 

CCCC    IncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletive    CompletiveCompletiveCompletiveCompletive      

n kac̱iṉi ̱ anna ahat kicina anna ahat ‘I’ 'see food' 

 ac̱iṉi ̱ iṉna ̱ ahat ic̱iṉu̱ iṉna ̱ ahat ‘you(sg)’  

 acin enne ahat icin enne ahat ‘(s)he’  

 kacinna naga ahat kicinta naga ahat ‘we(excl)’  

 ac̱iṉnu̱ niga ahat ic̱iṉtu̱ niga ahat ‘you(pl)’  

 acin nege ahat icinet nege ahat ‘they’  

z ko̱zo̱zi ̱ anna ee̱ṯ kozoza anna ee̱ṯ ‘I’ 'talk to the  

 o̱zo̱zi ̱ iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ o̱zo̱zu̱ iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ ‘you(sg)’ person,  

 ozoz enne ee̱ṯ ozoz enne ee̱ṯ ‘(s)he’ answer the  

 kozoz naga ee̱ṯ kozozit naga ee̱ṯ ‘we(incl)’ person' 

 kozozza naga ee̱ṯ kozozta naga ee̱ṯ ‘we(excl)’  

 o̱zo̱zzu̱ niga ee̱ṯ o̱zo̱ztu̱ niga ee̱ṯ ‘you(pl)’  

 ozoz nege ee̱ṯ ozozit nege ee̱ṯ ‘they’  

c ko̱vvo̱ci ̱ anna eez kovvoca anna eez ‘I’ 'hit the goat'  

 o̱vvo̱ci ̱ iṉna ̱ eez o̱vvo̱cu̱ iṉna ̱ eez ‘you(sg)’ ('hit,beat,  

 ovvoc enne eez ovvoc enne eez ‘(s)he’ kick, shoot,  

 kovvocca naga eez kovvocta naga eez ‘we(excl)’ …') 

 o̱vvo̱ccu̱ niga eez o̱vvo̱cctu̱ niga eez ‘you(pl)’  

 ovvoc nege eez ovvocit nege eez ‘they’  

t kaḏu̱ti ̱ anna maam ku̱du̱ta ̱ anna maam ‘I’ 'pour water' 

 aḏu̱ti ̱ iṉna ̱ maam u̱du̱tu̱ iṉna ̱ maam ‘you(sg)’  
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 aḏu̱t enne maam u̱du̱t enne maam ‘(s)he’  

 kaḏu̱tta ̱ naga maam ku̱du̱tta ̱ naga maam ‘we(excl)’  

 aḏu̱ttu̱ niga maam u̱du̱ttu̱ niga maam ‘you(pl)’  

 aḏu̱t nege maam u̱du̱teṯ nege maam ‘they’  

k ko̱yo̱i ̱ anna ee̱ṯ koyowa anna ee̱ṯ ‘I’ 'fight a  

 o̱yo̱i ̱ iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ o̱yo̱wu̱ iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ ‘you(sg)’     person' 

 oyok enne ee̱ṯ oyok enne ee̱ṯ ‘(s)he’  

 koyokka naga ee̱ṯ koyokta naga ee̱ṯ ‘we(excl)’  

 o̱yo̱kku niga ee̱ṯ o̱yo̱ktu̱ niga ee̱ṯ ‘you(pl)’  

 oyok nege ee̱ṯ oyoit nege ee̱ṯ ‘they’  

k ko̱go̱i ̱ anna  kogowa anna  ‘I’ 'cry' 

 o̱go̱i ̱ iṉna ̱  o̱go̱wu̱ iṉna ̱  ‘you(sg)’  

 ogok enne  ogok enne  ‘(s)he’  

 kogokka naga  kogokta naga  ‘we(excl)’  

 o̱go̱kku̱ niga  o̱go̱ktu̱ niga  ‘you(pl)’  

 ogok nege  ogoit nege  ‘they’  

k kaṟu̱i ̱ anna ee̱ṯ ku̱ru̱wa ̱ anna ee̱ṯ ‘I’ 'beat a  

 aṟu̱i ̱ iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ u̱ru̱wu̱ iṉna ̱ ee̱ṯ ‘you(sg)’     person'  

 aṟu̱k enne ee̱ṯ u̱ru̱k enne ee̱ṯ ‘(s)he’ ('fight with a 

 kaṟu̱kka ̱ naga ee̱ṯ ku̱ru̱kta ̱ naga ee̱ṯ ‘we(excl)’     stick') 

 aṟu̱kku̱ niga ee̱ṯ u̱ru̱ktu̱ niga ee̱ṯ ‘you(pl)’  

 aṟu̱k nege ee̱ṯ u̱ru̱weṯ nege ee̱ṯ ‘they’  

k kaṉyai̱ ̱ anna eez kanyaha anna eez ‘I’ 'have a goat' 

 aṉyai̱ ̱ iṉna ̱ eez aṉyau̱̱ iṉna ̱ eez ‘you(sg)’  

 anyak enne eez anyak enne eez ‘(s)he’  

 kanyakka naga eez kanyakta naga eez ‘we(excl)’  

 aṉyaḵku̱ niga eez aṉyaḵtu̱ niga eez ‘you(pl)’  

 anyak nege eez anyait nege eez ‘they’  
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k kaṯii̱ ̱ anna buuwec kiṯiy̱a ̱ anna buuweci ‘I’ 'marry a  

 aṯii̱ ̱ iṉna ̱ buuwec iṯiu̱̱ iṉna ̱ buuweci ‘you(sg)’     lady' 

 aṯiḵ enne buuwec iṯiḵ enne buuweci ‘(s)he’  

 kaṯiḵka ̱ naga buuwec kiṯiḵta ̱ naga buuweci ‘we(excl)’  

 aṯiḵku̱ niga buuwec iṯiḵtu̱ niga buuweci ‘you(pl)’  

 aṯiḵ nege buuwec iṯiy̱eṯ nege buuweci ‘they’  

k kaj̱u̱ki ̱ anna aḻli ̱ ku̱ju̱ka ̱ anna aḻli ̱ ‘I’ 'throw the  

 aj̱u̱ki ̱ iṉna ̱ aḻli ̱ u̱ju̱ku̱ iṉna ̱ aḻli ̱ ‘you(sg)’     stick' 

 aj̱u̱k   enne aḻli ̱ u̱ju̱k enne aḻli ̱ ‘(s)he’  

 kaj̱u̱k naga aḻli ̱ ku̱ju̱kkeṯ naga aḻli ̱ ‘we(incl)’  

 kaj̱u̱kka ̱ naga aḻli ̱ ku̱ju̱kta ̱ naga aḻli ̱ ‘we(excl)’  

 aj̱u̱kku̱ niga aḻli ̱ u̱ju̱ktu̱ niga aḻli ̱ ‘you(pl)’  

 aj̱u̱k nege aḻli ̱ u̱ju̱kkeṯ nege aḻli ̱ ‘they’  

ny keg̱eṉyi ̱ anna  kegenya anna  ‘I’ 'be clever' 

 eg̱eṉyi ̱ iṉna ̱  eg̱eṉyu̱ iṉna ̱  ‘you(sg)’  

 egeny enne  egeny enne  ‘(s)he’  

 kegenyya naga  kegenyca naga  ‘we(excl)’  

 eg̱eṉyyu̱ niga  eg̱eṉycu̱ niga  ‘you(pl)’  

 egeny nege  engenyit nege  ‘they’  

         

m kelemi anna bac̱i ̱ kelema anna bac̱i ̱ ‘I’ ‘accept the 

 elemi  iṉna ̱ bac̱i ̱ elemu iṉna ̱ bac̱i ̱ ‘you(sg)’     mistake’ 

 elem(a) enne bac̱i ̱ elem(a) enne bac̱i ̱ ‘(s)he’  

 kelemnya naga bac̱i ̱ kelemta naga bac̱i ̱ ‘we(excl)’  

 eḻem̱nyu̱ niga bac̱i ̱ elemtu niga bac̱i ̱ ‘you(pl)’  

 elem(i) nege bac̱i ̱ elemit nege bac̱i ̱ ‘they’  

ng ko̱ro̱ngi ̱ anna ahat koronga anna ahat ‘I’ 'want food' 

 o̱ro̱ngi ̱ iṉna ̱ ahat o̱ro̱ngu̱ iṉna ̱ ahat ‘you(sg)’  
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 orong enne ahat orong enne ahat ‘(s)he’  

 korongnya naga ahat korongta naga ahat ‘we(excl)’  

 o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ niga ahat o̱ro̱ngtu̱ niga ahat ‘you(pl)’  

 orong nege ahat orongit nege ahat ‘they’  

r kav̱iṟi ̱ anna do̱lec̱ kiv̱iṟa ̱ anna do̱lec̱ ‘I’ 'elope with a  

 av̱iṟi ̱ iṉna ̱ do̱lec̱ iv̱iṟu̱ iṉna ̱ do̱lec̱ ‘you(sg)’     young  

 av̱iṟ enne do̱lec̱ iv̱iṟ enne do̱lec̱ ‘(s)he’     woman' 

 kav̱iṟya naga do̱lec̱ kiv̱iṟta ̱ naga do̱lec̱ ‘we(excl)’  

 av̱iṟyu niga do̱lec̱ iv̱iṟtu̱ niga do̱lec̱ ‘you(pl)’  

 av̱iṟ nege do̱lec̱ iv̱iṟeṯ nege do̱lec̱ ‘they’  

r keẖeṟi ̱ anna  ketehera anna  ‘I’ 'write' 

 eẖeṟi ̱ iṉna ̱  eṯeẖeṟu̱ iṉna ̱  ‘you(sg)’  

 eher enne  eteher enne  ‘(s)he’  

 keherya naga  keteherta naga  ‘we(excl)’  

 eẖeṟyu̱ niga  eṯeẖeṟtu̱ niga  ‘you(pl)’  

 eher nege  eṯeẖeṟiṯ nege  ‘they’  

l kav̱iḻi ̱ anna laata kiṯiv̱iḻa ̱ anna laata ‘I’ 'clean-up,  

 av̱iḻi ̱ iṉna ̱ laata iṯiv̱iḻu̱ iṉna ̱ laata ‘you(sg)’     gather,  

 av̱iḻ enne laata iṯiv̱iḻ enne laata ‘(s)he’     sweep the  

 kav̱iḻya naga laata kiṯiv̱iḻta naga laata ‘we(excl)’     yeast' 

 av̱iḻyu niga laata iṯiv̱iḻtu niga laata ‘you(pl)’  

 av̱iḻ nege laata iṯiv̱iḻet nege laata ‘they’  

l kaḻaḻi ̱ anna  kalala anna  ‘I’ 'be cold' 

 aḻaḻi ̱ iṉna ̱  aḻaḻu̱ iṉna ̱  ‘you(sg)’  

 alal enne  alal enne  ‘(s)he’  

 kalalna naga  kalalta naga  ‘we(excl)’  

 aḻaḻnu̱ niga  aḻaḻtu̱ niga  ‘you(pl)’  

 alal(i) nege  alalit nege  ‘they’  
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l keɡ̱eḻi ̱ anna  keɡela / keteɡela anna  ‘I’ 'separate' 

 eɡ̱eḻi ̱ iṉna ̱  eɡ̱eḻu̱ / eṯeɡ̱eḻu̱ iṉna ̱  ‘you(sg)’  

 eɡel enne  eteɡel enne  ‘(s)he’  

 keɡeḻ naga  keṯeɡ̱eḻiṯ naga  ‘we(incl)’  

 keɡella naga  keteɡelta naga  ‘we(excl)’  

 eɡ̱eḻlu̱ niga  eṯeɡ̱eḻtu̱ niga  ‘you(pl)’  

 eɡel nege  eṯeɡ̱eḻiṯ nege  ‘they’  

l ko̱zo̱li ̱ anna  kozola anna  ‘I’ 'share' 

 o̱zo̱li ̱ iṉna ̱  o̱zo̱lu̱ iṉna ̱  ‘you(sg)’ check 

forms! 

 ozol enne  ozol enne  ‘(s)he’  

 kozol naga  ozolta naga  ‘we(excl)’  

 o̱zo̱llu̱ niga  o̱zo̱ltu̱ niga  ‘you(pl)’  

 ozol nege  o̱zo̱liṯ nege  ‘they’  

d keṯteḏi ̱ anna liil ketteda anna liil ‘I’ 'cut …, 

cross  

 eṯteḏi ̱ iṉna ̱ liil eṯteḏu̱ iṉna ̱ liil ‘you(sg)’     the river' 

 etted enne liil etted enne liil ‘(s)he’  

 kettedda naga liil kettedia naga liil ‘we(excl)’  

 eṯteḏdu̱ niga liil eṯteḏau̱̱ niga liil ‘you(pl)’  

 etted nege liil ettedit nege liil ‘they’  

d kac̱u̱di ̱ anna  kucuda anna  ‘I’ 'finish' 

 ac̱u̱di ̱ iṉna ̱  u̱cu̱du̱ iṉna ̱  ‘you(sg)’  

 acud enne  ucud enne  ‘(s)he’  

 kacud naga  kucudet naga  ‘we(incl)’  

 kacudda naga  ku̱cu̱dda ̱ naga  ‘we(excl)’  

 ac̱u̱ddu̱ niga  u̱cu̱ddu̱ niga  ‘you(pl)’  

 acud nege  ucudet nege  ‘they’  
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b kaḻiḇi ̱ anna tatug kiḻiḇa ̱ anna tatug ‘I’ 'break the 

 aḻiḇi ̱ iṉna ̱ tatug iḻiḇu̱ iṉna ̱ tatug ‘you(sg)’     door' 

 aḻiḇ enne tatug iḻiḇ enne tatug ‘(s)he’  

 kaḻiḇ naga tatug kiḻiḇeṯ naga tatug ‘we(incl)’  

 kaḻiḇya ̱ naga tatug kiḻiḇta ̱ naga tatug ‘we(excl)’  

 aḻiḇyu̱ niga tatug iḻiḇtu̱ niga tatug ‘you(pl)’  

 aḻiḇ nege tatug iḻiḇeṯ nege tatug ‘they’  

g kaṉyu̱ɡi ̱ anna tatug kunyuɡa anna tatug ‘I’ 'shut the  

 aṉyu̱ɡi ̱ iṉna ̱ tatug u̱nyu̱ɡu̱ iṉna ̱ tatug ‘you(sg)’     door' 

 anyuɡ enne tatug unyuɡ enne tatug ‘(s)he’  

 kanyuɡ naga tatug kunyuɡet naga tatug ‘we(incl)’  

 kanyuɡja naga tatug kunyuɡta naga tatug ‘we(excl)’  

 aṉyu̱ɡju̱ niga tatug u̱nyu̱ɡtu̱ niga tatug ‘you(pl)’  

 anyuɡ nege tatug unyuɡet nege tatug ‘they’  

 

 

In summary, the chart below lists the consonants in verbs with the subject naganaganaganaga.   

 

Subject marker suffixes ----Ca nagaCa nagaCa nagaCa naga on incompletive and completive verbs  

IncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletive    CompletiveCompletiveCompletiveCompletive     

n + C = nn kkkkaaaacinnnnnaaaa n + C = nt kkkkiiiicinttttaaaa 'see' 

z + C = zz kokokokozozzzzzaaaa z + C = zt kokokokozozttttaaaa 'talk, answer' 

c + C = cc kokokokovvocccccaaaa c + C = ci kokokokovvociiiiaaaa 'hit, kick' 

t + C = tt ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏu̱ttttta̱a̱a̱a ̱ t + C = ti ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱du̱ti ̱i ̱i ̱ia̱̱a̱a̱a ̱ 'pour' 

k + C = kk KoKoKoKoyokkkkkaaaa k + C = kt kokokokoyokttttaaaa 'fight' 

k + C = kk kokokokogokkkkkaaaa    k + C = kt kokokokogokttttaaaa    'cry' 

k + C = kk ka̱ka̱ka̱kaṟu̱kkkkkaaaa    k + C = kt ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ru̱ktttta̱a̱a̱a̱    'beat' 

k + C = kk kakakakanyakkkkkaaaa k + C = kt kakakakanyakttttaaaa 'have' 

k + C = kk kakakakatiḵkkkkaaaa k + C = kt kkkki ̱i ̱i ̱iṯiḵttttaaaa 'marry' 

k + C = kk ka̱ka̱ka̱kaj̱u̱kkkkka̱a̱a̱a ̱ k + C = kt ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ju̱ktttta̱a̱a̱a ̱ 'throw' 

ny + C = nyy kekekekeɡenyyyyyaaaa ny + C = nyc kekekekeɡenyccccaaaa 'be clever' 
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m + C = mny kkkkeeeelemnynynynyaaaa m + C = mt kkkkeeeelemttttaaaa ‘accept’ 

ng + C = ngny kkkkoooorongnynynynyaaaa ng + C = ngt kkkkoooorongttttaaaa 'want' 

ng + C = ngny kakakakabungnynynyny

aaaa 

ng + C = ngt kukukukubungttttaaaa 'write' 

r + C = ry kkkka̱a̱a̱av̱iṟyyyya̱a̱a̱a ̱ r + C = rt kkkki ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟtttta̱a̱a̱a ̱ 'run' 

l + C = ly kkkka̱a̱a̱aṯiv̱iḻyyyya̱a̱a̱a ̱ l + C = lt kkkki ̱i ̱i ̱iṯiv̱iḻtttta̱a̱a̱a ̱ 'clean-up, 

gather, sweep' 

al + C = ln kkkkaaaalalnnnnaaaa l + C = lt kkkkaaaalalttttaaaa 'be cold' 

l + C = ll kekekekeɡelllllaaaa l + C = lt kekekeketeɡelttttaaaa    'separate' 

d + C = dd kekekekettedddddaaaa d + C = di kekekekettediiiiaaaa 'cut …, cross' 

d + C = dd kakakakacudddddaaaa d + C = dd kukukukucudddddaaaa 'finish' 

b + C = by ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḻiḇya̱ya̱ya̱ya ̱ b + C = bt ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiḻiḇtttta̱a̱a̱a ̱ 'break' 

g + C = gj kakakakanyuɡjjjjaaaa    g + C = gt kakakakanyuɡttttaaaa    'shut' 

 

Exercise 18  

    

In the following lines, underline all verbs and draw a circle around all subject markers.  

In the blank ____ to the left, write which subject is marked on the verb.  The answer 

could be annaannaannaanna, iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna,̱ enneenneenneenne, naganaganaganaga, niganiganiganiga, or negenegenegenege.    

    

_______ Unnu lotuwenit zee rok cee̱ẕ. 'She followed rat until the house.' 

             

_______ itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱unguc ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of rat.'    

       

_______ "Korongi anna kicin ngari," "I want to see a witch doctor," 

        

_______ "Abarik zin ming adau ko̱, anyai  "Before you die, you have just one  

      zar nyeḻo̱k co̱de ̱kar dau!"      month and then you will die." 

   

_______ "Abunna niga buulzet ag̱gam̱nyu̱  "You will do well if in (this)  

      orog ju̱rru̱m."      generation the village learns well." 

        

_______ Iḏdiḵiṟreṯ dooli neginnek ke,̱ 'His children grew up, …' 

        

_______ ming koo ebere ciggac,  'when we open our eyes,' 
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Subject Markers on Verbs witSubject Markers on Verbs witSubject Markers on Verbs witSubject Markers on Verbs with final Vowelsh final Vowelsh final Vowelsh final Vowels    

    

Verbs with final vowel have slightly different subject markers. 

 

Subject markers on verbs with final vowelsSubject markers on verbs with final vowelsSubject markers on verbs with final vowelsSubject markers on verbs with final vowels 

IncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletiveIncompletive    CompletiveCompletiveCompletiveCompletive     

PrefixPrefixPrefixPrefix    SuffixSuffixSuffixSuffix    PronounPronounPronounPronoun    PrefixPrefixPrefixPrefix    SuffixSuffixSuffixSuffix    PronounPronounPronounPronoun     

ka-̱ - anna kV- -wa anna 'I' 

  a-̱ - iṉna ̱   V- -wu̱ iṉna ̱ 'You(sg)' 

  a- - enne   V- - enne ꞌ(S)heꞌ 

ka- - naga kV- -c, -wet naga 'We(incl)' 

ka- -yya, -na naga kV- -yya, -ta naga 'We(excl)' 

  a-̱ -yyu̱, -nu̱ niga   V- -yyu̱, -tau̱̱ niga 'You(pl)' 

  a- - nege   V- -c, -wet nege 'They' 

    

    

The subject markers are shown on verbs with different final vowels.  

    

Vowel Incompletive Completive   

u kakakakannu anna kukukukunnuwawawawa anna 'I' 'follow' 

      aaaannu iṉna ̱   u̱  u̱  u̱  u̱nnu̱wu̱wu̱wu̱wu̱ iṉna ̱ 'You(sg)'  

      aaaannu enne   u  u  u  unnu enne ꞌ(S)heꞌ  

 kakakakannu naga kukukukunnuwetwetwetwet naga 'We(incl)'  

 kakakakannuyyayyayyayya naga kukukukunnuyyayyayyayya naga 'We(excl)'  

      a̱a̱a̱aṉnu̱yyu̱yyu̱yyu̱yyu̱ niga      u̱u̱u̱u̱nnu̱yyu̱yyu̱yyu̱yyu̱ niga 'You(pl)'  

      aaaannu nege      uuuunnuwetwetwetwet nege 'They'  

e kekekekere anna kekekekerewawawawa anna 'I' 'wait' 

      eeeere iṉna ̱      e̱e̱e ̱eṟeu̱̱u̱u̱u̱ iṉna ̱ 'You(sg)'  

      eeeere enne      eeeerewowowowo enne ꞌ(S)heꞌ  

 kekekekere naga kekekekerecccc naga 'We(incl)'  

 kekekekereyyayyayyayya naga kekekekereyyowayyowayyowayyowa naga 'We(excl)'  

      e̱e̱e ̱eṟey̱yu̱yyu̱yyu̱yyu̱ niga      e̱e̱e ̱eṟey̱yo̱wu̱yyo̱wu̱yyo̱wu̱yyo̱wu̱ niga 'You(pl)'  

      eeeere nege      eeeerecccc nege 'They'  

a ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱ga ̱ anna ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gaw̱a ̱ anna 'I' 'know' 
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      a̱a̱a̱ag̱ga ̱ iṉna ̱      a̱a̱a̱ag̱gau̱̱ iṉna ̱ 'You(sg)'  

      a̱a̱a̱ag̱ga ̱ enne      a̱a̱a̱ag̱ga ̱ enne ꞌ(S)heꞌ  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱ga ̱ naga ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gac̱ccc naga 'We(incl)'  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gay̱ya̱yya̱yya̱yya ̱ naga ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gay̱ya̱yya̱yya̱yya ̱ naga 'We(excl)'  

      a̱a̱a̱ag̱gay̱yu̱yyu̱yyu̱yyu̱ niga      a̱a̱a̱ag̱gay̱yu̱yyu̱yyu̱yyu̱ niga 'You(pl)'  

      a̱a̱a̱ag̱ga ̱ nege      a̱a̱a̱ag̱gac̱ccc nege 'They'  

    

Object Markers on VerbsObject Markers on VerbsObject Markers on VerbsObject Markers on Verbs    
  

In the lesson on pronouns, we learned that a verb changes with the object pronoun.  For 

example, when we say idimidimidimidimaaaa    ngaangaangaangaa    annitaannitaannitaannita 'The woman took me', the ----aaaa is attached to the 

verb because of the object annitaannitaannitaannita 'me'.  When we say, iḏim̱a̱iḏim̱a̱iḏim̱a̱iḏim̱a̱u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng    ngaangaangaangaa    igetaigetaigetaigeta 'The woman 

took you(pl)', the ––––u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng is attached to the verb because of the object igetaigetaigetaigeta 'you(pl)'.   
 

All possible combinations of subject and object pronouns are shown below for the verb 

rongrongrongrong ‘want!’.  Subject markers are underlined, and object markers are in boldboldboldbold. 
 

Subject Incompletive Completive Object 

‘I’ ko̱ro̱ngi ̱ anna  koronga anna  ‘cover’ 

 ko̱ro̱ngnyi ̱nyi ̱nyi ̱nyi ̱ anna iṉneṯa ko̱ro̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ anna iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 ko̱ro̱ngi ̱ anna nonno koronga anna nonno ‘him/her’ 

 ko̱ro̱ngnyu̱nyu̱nyu̱nyu̱ngngngng anna igeta ko̱ro̱ngu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng anna igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

 ko̱ro̱ngi ̱ anna nogo koronga anna nogo ‘them’ 

‘you(sg)’   o̱ro̱ngi ̱ iṉna ̱    o̱ro̱ngu̱ iṉna ̱   

   orongnyanyanyanya iṉna ̱ annita   orongaaaa iṉna ̱ annita ‘me’ 

   o̱ro̱ngi ̱ iṉna ̱ nonno   o̱ro̱ngu̱ iṉna ̱ nonno ‘him/her’ 

   orongnyet(u)nyet(u)nyet(u)nyet(u) iṉna ̱ agita   oronget(u)et(u)et(u)et(u) iṉna ̱ agita ‘us’ 

   o̱ro̱ngi ̱ iṉna ̱ nogo   o̱ro̱ngu̱ iṉna ̱ nogo ‘them’ 

‘(s)he’   orong enne    orong enne   

   orongnyanyanyanya enne annita   orongaaaa enne annita ‘me’ 

   o̱ro̱ngnynynynyi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ enne iṉneṯa   o̱ro̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ enne iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

   orong enne nonno   orong enne nonno ‘him/her’ 

   orongnyet(u)nyet(u)nyet(u)nyet(u) enne agita   oronget(u)et(u)et(u)et(u) enne agita ‘us’ 

   o̱ro̱ngnyngnyngnyngnyng enne igeta   o̱ro̱ngu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng enne igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

   orong enne nogo   orong enne nogo ‘them’ 

‘we(in)’ korong naga  korongit naga   



   

70 

 

 ko̱ro̱ngnyi ̱nyi ̱nyi ̱nyi ̱ naga iṉneṯa ko̱ro̱ngti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ naga iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 korong naga nonno korongit naga nonno ‘him/her’ 

 ko̱ro̱ngnyu̱nyu̱nyu̱nyu̱ngngngng naga igeta ko̱ro̱ngtu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng naga igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

 korong naga nogo korongit naga nogo ‘them’ 

‘we(ex)’ korongnya naga  korongta naga   

 ko̱ro̱ngnyi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ naga iṉneṯa ko̱ro̱ngti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ naga iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 korongnya naga nonno korongta naga nonno ‘him/her’ 

 ko̱ro̱ngnyu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng naga igeta ko̱ro̱ngtu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng naga igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

 korongnya naga nogo korongta naga nogo ‘them’ 

‘you(pl)’   o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ niga    o̱ro̱ngtu̱ niga   

   orongnyangangangang niga annita   orongtangangangang niga annita ‘me’ 

   o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ niga nonno   o̱ro̱ngtu̱ niga nonno ‘him/her’ 

   o̱ro̱ngnye̱e̱e ̱eṯttt((((u̱u̱u̱u̱)))) niga agita   o̱ro̱ngte̱e̱e ̱eṯttt((((u̱u̱u̱u̱)))) niga agita ‘us’ 

   o̱ro̱ngnyu̱ niga nogo   o̱ro̱ngtu̱ niga nogo ‘them’ 

‘they’   orong nege    orongit nege   

   orongnyanyanyanya nege annita   orongtaaaa nege annita ‘me’ 

   o̱ro̱ngnyi ̱nyi ̱nyi ̱nyi ̱ nege iṉneṯa   o̱ro̱ngti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ nege iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

   orong nege nonno   orongit nege nonno ‘him/her’ 

   orongnyet(u)nyet(u)nyet(u)nyet(u) nege agita   orongtet(u)et(u)et(u)et(u) nege agita ‘us’ 

   o̱ro̱ngnyu̱nyu̱nyu̱nyu̱ngngngng nege igeta   o̱ro̱ngtu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng nege igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

   orong nege nogo   orongit nege nogo ‘them’ 

 

 

All possible combinations of subject and object pronouns are shown below for the verb 

cincincincin ‘see!’.   

 

Subject Incompletive Completive Object 

‘I’ kac̱iṉi ̱ anna  kicina anna  ‘wash’ 

 kac̱iṉnnnni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ anna iṉneṯa kic̱iṉi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ anna iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 kac̱iṉi ̱ anna nonno kicina anna nonno ‘him/her’ 

 kac̱iṉnu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ngngngng anna igeta kic̱iṉu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng anna igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

 kac̱iṉi ̱ anna nogo kicina anna nogo ‘them’ 

‘you(sg)’   ac̱iṉi ̱ iṉna ̱    ic̱iṉu̱ iṉna ̱   

   acinnananana iṉna ̱ annita   icinaaaa iṉna ̱ annita ‘me’ 
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   ac̱iṉi ̱ iṉna ̱ nonno   ic̱iṉu̱ iṉna ̱ nonno ‘him/her’ 

   acinnet(a)net(a)net(a)net(a) iṉna ̱ agita   icinet(u)et(u)et(u)et(u) iṉna ̱ agita ‘us’ 

   ac̱iṉi ̱ iṉna ̱ nogo   ic̱iṉu̱ iṉna ̱ nogo ‘them’ 

‘(s)he’   acin enne    icin enne   

   acinnananana enne annita   icinaaaa enne annita ‘me’ 

   ac̱iṉnnnni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ enne iṉneṯa   ic̱iṉi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ enne iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

   acin enne nonno   icin enne nonno ‘him/her’ 

   acinnetnetnetnet enne agita   icinet(u)et(u)et(u)et(u) enne agita ‘us’ 

   ac̱iṉnu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ngngngng enne igeta   ic̱iṉtu̱tu̱tu̱tu̱ngngngng enne igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

   acin enne nogo   icin enne nogo ‘them’ 

‘we(in)’ kacin naga  kicinet naga   

 kac̱iṉi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ naga iṉneṯa kic̱iṉti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ naga iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 kacin naga nonno kicinet naga nonno ‘him/her’ 

 kac̱iṉu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng naga igeta kic̱iṉtu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng naga igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

 kacin naga nogo kicinet naga nogo ‘them’ 

‘we(ex)’ kacinna naga  kicinta naga   

 kac̱iṉni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ naga iṉneṯa kic̱iṉti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ naga iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 kacinna naga nonno kicinta naga nonno ‘him/her’ 

 kac̱iṉnu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng naga igeta kic̱iṉtu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng naga igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

 kacinna naga nogo kicinta naga nogo ‘them’ 

‘you(pl)’   ac̱iṉnu̱ niga    ic̱iṉtu̱ niga   

   acinnangnangnangnang niga annita   icintangtangtangtang niga annita ‘me’ 

   ac̱iṉnu̱ niga nonno   ic̱iṉtu̱ niga nonno ‘him/her’ 

   ac̱iṉne̱ne̱ne̱neṯttt((((u̱u̱u̱u̱)))) niga agita   ic̱iṉte̱te̱te̱teṯttt((((u̱u̱u̱u̱)))) niga agita ‘us’ 

   ac̱iṉnu̱ niga nogo   ic̱iṉtu̱ niga nogo ‘them’ 

        

‘they’   acin nege    icinet nege   

   acinnananana nege annita   icintaaaa nege annita ‘me’ 

   ac̱iṉni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ nege iṉneṯa   ic̱iṉti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ nege iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

   acin nege nonno   icinet nege nonno ‘him/her’ 

   acinnet(u)et(u)et(u)et(u) nege agita   icintet(u)et(u)et(u)et(u) nege agita ‘us’ 

   ac̱iṉnu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng nege igeta   ic̱iṉtu̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng nege igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

   acin nege nogo   icinet nege nogo ‘them’ 

 

In summary, the six object markers are listed in the chart below.  Object suffixes on 
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incompletive verbs have a consonant CCCC which depends on the last verb consonant.  The 

consonant CCCC is the same as in suffixes ––––Ca, Ca, Ca, Ca, ----CCCCu̱u̱u̱u̱ with naganaganaganaga and niganiganiganiga on incompletive 

verbs.  With the object pronouns enneenneenneenne ꞌ(s)heꞌ and negenegenegenege ꞌtheyꞌ, there are no markers on 

the verb.  

 

Object marker suffixes on verbsObject marker suffixes on verbsObject marker suffixes on verbsObject marker suffixes on verbs    

Subject Incompletive Completive Object 

‘I’ ----Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱   anna iṉneṯa ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   anna iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 ----Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱ngngngng    anna igeta ----u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng    anna igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

‘you(sg)’ ----CaCaCaCa    iṉna ̱ annita ----aaaa    iṉna ̱ annita ‘me’ 

 ----Cet(u)Cet(u)Cet(u)Cet(u)    iṉna ̱ agita ----et(u)et(u)et(u)et(u)    iṉna ̱ agita ‘us’ 

‘(s)he’ ----CaCaCaCa    enne annita ----aaaa    enne annita ‘me’ 

 ----Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱   enne iṉneṯa ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   enne iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 ----CetCetCetCet    enne agita ----etetetet    enne agita ‘us’ 

 ----Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱ngngngng    enne igeta ----u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng    enne igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

‘we(in)’ ----Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱   naga iṉneṯa ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   naga iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 ----Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱ngngngng    naga igeta ----u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng    naga igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

‘we(ex)’ ----Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱   naga iṉneṯa ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   naga iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 ----Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱ngngngng    naga igeta ----u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng    naga igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

‘you(pl)’ ----CangCangCangCang    niga annita ----angangangang    niga annita ‘me’ 

 ----Ce̱Ce̱Ce̱Ceṯttt((((u̱u̱u̱u̱))))    niga agita ----e̱e̱e ̱eṯttt((((u̱u̱u̱u̱))))    niga agita ‘us’ 

‘they’ ----CaCaCaCa    nege annita ----aaaa    nege annita ‘me’ 

 ----Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱Ci ̱   nege iṉneṯa ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   nege iṉneṯa ‘you(sg)’ 

 ----Cet(u)Cet(u)Cet(u)Cet(u)    nege agita ----et(u)et(u)et(u)et(u)    nege agita ‘us’ 

 ----Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱ngngngng    nege igeta ----u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng    nege igeta ‘you(pl)’ 

 

Exercise 19 

    

In the following lines, underline all verbs and draw a circle around all object markers.  

In the blank ____ to the left, write which object is marked.  The answer could be annitaannitaannitaannita, 

iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉneṯatatata, nonnononnononnononno, agitaagitaagitaagita, igetaigetaigetaigeta, or nogonogonogonogo.        

    

_______ Een mac ci aanyi Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ, 'It is God who gives you a husband,' 

        

_______ "iḻlo̱i ̱gii̱ ̱ci adakung, …" “There is nothing to be eaten (lit.:  
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            ‘which eats for you’)” 

        

_______ "een cuukuli ngati aave ko̱, gii ci  "school is the way that will bring 

     aanyi ize jaitot."     you wealth." 

   

_______ "Inya o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱u̱gge ̱kutuwak dooli  "Give me some money to buy the  

     ru̱u̱maṉi,̱"     children clothes," 

   

_______ aṉneḵa ̱ee̱ṯi ̱cinane ne, iḻo̱i ̱o̱ro̱biy̱a,̱ 'My husband told me, he has no  

            money,' 

    

SubjunctiveSubjunctiveSubjunctiveSubjunctive Verbs Verbs Verbs Verbs (Irrealis) (Irrealis) (Irrealis) (Irrealis)    
    

Subjunctive verbs usually follow a verb and give a reason or purpose for the first verb.  

For example, the verb kkkku̱u̱u̱u̱tu̱ku̱rte̱tu̱ku̱rte̱tu̱ku̱rte̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱   'in order to cook' in (1) has the prefix kkkkaaaa- and gives the 

purpose for the verb arikearikearikearike (maam) 'put (water)ꞌ.  Subjunctive verbs often have the prefix 

kVkVkVkV----, where the letter VVVV represents the first vowel of the verb.   
    

(1)  Arike ol maam koor zee, kakakakamalaccamalaccamalaccamalacca 

kar ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱tu̱ku̱rte̱tu̱ku̱rte̱tu̱ku̱rte̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖaṯ. 

'The people put water in the sun in in in in 

order to boilorder to boilorder to boilorder to boil (it) and cookcookcookcook food.' 

(lit.: ‘until boilingboilingboilingboiling in order to cook cook cook cook 

food.’) 

(2)  Anycik dooli kkkkootootootoot cuukula 'Let the children gogogogo to school.' 

(3)  Anyik do̱lec̱ ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiḻiṉgli ̱liṉgli ̱liṉgli ̱liṉgliṉgngngng    go̱o̱le ̱wainne. ꞌLet the child dodododo her workworkworkwork.ꞌ 

(4)  Inya o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱u̱gge ̱kukukukutuwaktuwaktuwaktuwak dooli 

ru̱u̱maṉi ̱

ꞌGive me some money to buyto buyto buyto buy the 

children clothesꞌ 

 

The subjunctive forms of the verb ꞌspeakꞌ below can take the place of sentence (2), let 

me/you/him/her/us/them speak. 

 

Subjunctive verb zozzozzozzoz ꞌspeak!ꞌ 

Anyik annita kokokokozozuuuu ‘I’ 

Anyike iṉneṯa     zozoooo ‘you(sg)’ 

Anyik nonno kokokokozoz ‘(s)he’ 

Anyik agita kokokokozozitititit ‘we(excl)’ 

Anyike agita ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘we(incl)’ 
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Anyike igeta   o̱o̱o̱o̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘you(pl)’ 

Anyik nogo ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘they’ 

 

The incompletive, completive, and subjunctive forms of the verb zozzozzozzoz ꞌspeak!ꞌ are given 

for comparison, as well as the forms of the verb dangdangdangdang ꞌargueꞌ. 

 

Forms of verb zozzozzozzoz ꞌspeak!ꞌ 

Incompletive Completive Subjunctive  

ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ anna kokokokozozaaaa anna annita kokokokozozuuuu ‘I’ 

  o̱o̱o̱o̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ iṉna ̱   o̱o̱o̱o̱zo̱zu̱u̱u̱u̱ iṉna ̱ iṉneṯa     zozoooo ‘you(sg)’ 

  oooozoz enne   oooozoz enne nonno kokokokozoz ‘(s)he’ 

kokokokozoz naga kokokokozozitititit naga agita kokokokozozitititit ‘we(excl)’ 

kokokokozozzazazaza naga kokokokozoztatatata naga agita ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘we(incl)’ 

  o̱o̱o̱o̱zo̱zzu̱zu̱zu̱zu̱ niga   o̱o̱o̱o̱zo̱ztu̱tu̱tu̱tu̱ niga igeta   o̱o̱o̱o̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘you(pl)’ 

  oooozoz nege   oooozozitititit nege nogo ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘they’ 

 

Forms of verb dangdangdangdang ꞌargue!ꞌ 

Incompletive Completive Subjunctive  

kakakakadangiiii anna kakakakadangaaaa anna annita kakakakadang ‘I’ 

  a  a  a  adangiiii iṉna ̱   a  a  a  adanguuuu iṉna ̱ iṉneṯa     dang ‘you(sg)’ 

  a  a  a  adang enne   a  a  a  adang enne nonno kakakakadang ‘(s)he’ 

kakakakadangnyanyanyanya naga kakakakadangtatatata naga agita kakakakadangitititit ‘we(excl)’ 

kakakakadang naga kakakakadangtotototo naga agita ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏaṉgi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘we(incl)’ 

  a  a  a  adangnyunyunyunyu niga   a  a  a  adangtutututu niga igeta   a̱a̱a̱aḏaṉgi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘you(pl)’ 

  a  a  a  adang nege   a  a  a  adangtotototo nege nogo ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏaṉgi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘they’ 

 

The following subjunctive verbs can take the place of nonno nonno nonno nonno kakakakadangdangdangdang and nogo nogo nogo nogo ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏa̱da̱da̱daṉgngngngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt 

in the subjunctive chart above. 

 

Command Command Command Command     

singularsingularsingularsingular    

SubjunctiveSubjunctiveSubjunctiveSubjunctive    

(PL probably all heavy. Tones not checked) 

 

rong nonno kokokokorong nogo ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱ro̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘want’ 

dang nonno ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏang nogo ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏaṉgi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt    ‘argue’ 

dong nonno kkkkoooodong nogo ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱do̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘carry’ 

bung nonno kukukukubung nogo kukukukubungetetetet ‘cover’ 
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liṉgliṉg nonno ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiḻiṉgliṉg nogo ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiḻiṉgliṉge̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘work’ 

lem nonno kekekekelem nogo kekekekelemitititit ‘accept’ 

ggam̱ nonno ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gam̱ nogo ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gam̱i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘catch’ 

ciṉ nonno ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kic̱iṉ nogo ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kic̱iṉe̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘see’ 

geny     nonno kekekekegeny     nogo kekekekegenyitititit    ‘be clever’ 

lal     nonno kakakakalal     nogo kakakakalalitititit    ‘be cold’ 

viṟ     nonno ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiv̱iṟ     nogo ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiv̱iṟe̱e ̱e ̱eṯttt    ‘run, elope’ 

zoz     nonno kokokokozoz     nogo ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱zo̱zi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt    ‘talk, answer’ 

nnu  nonno kukukukunnu  nogo kukukukunnuwetwetwetwet    ‘follow’ 

du̱t  nonno ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱du̱t  nogo ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱du̱te̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘pour’ 

vvoc  nonno kokokokovvoc  nogo kokokokovvocitititit ‘hit, kick’ 

tted  nonno kekekeketted  nogo kekekeketteditititit ‘cut, cross’ 

gok  nonno kokokokogok  nogo kokokokogoitititit ‘cry’ 

ru̱k  nonno ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ru̱k  nogo ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ru̱we̱we̱we̱weṯttt    ‘beat’ 

nyak  nonno kakakakanyak  nogo kakakakanyaitititit ‘have’ 

tiḵ  nonno ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiṯiḵ  nogo ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiṯiy̱yyye̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘marry’ 

re  nonno kekekekere  nogo kekekekerecccc ‘wait’ 

gga ̱ nonno ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱ga ̱ nogo ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gac̱ccc    ‘know’ 

dima nonno kikikikidima nogo kikikikidimtatatata ‘take’ 

nyaha nonno kakakakanyaha nogo kakakakanyakiakiakiakia ‘bring’ 

du̱waḵ nonno ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱du̱waḵ nogo ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱du̱kta̱kta̱kta̱ktaḵkkk ‘say’ 

tungek  nonno kukukukutungek  nogo kukukukutungtektektektek  ‘left’ 

to̱ngo̱o̱le    nonno ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱to̱ngo̱oḻe    nogo ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱to̱ngo̱oḻte̱te̱te̱te ̱   ‘respect, obey, fear’ 

tiv̱iḻ nonno ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiṯiv̱iḻ nogo ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiṯiv̱iḻe̱e ̱e ̱eṯttt    ‘clean up, gather, sweep’ 

 

 

Verbal NounsVerbal NounsVerbal NounsVerbal Nouns    

 

Verbal nouns are verbs that are used as nouns.  The noun bungbungbungbungenetenetenetenet 'covering' comes 

from the command singular verb bungbungbungbung 'cover!' by adding the suffix –eneneneneeeetttt. 

 

Abunna bungbungbungbungeeeennnneeeetttt. 'CoverCoverCoverCoveringinginging is good.' 

 

The following verbal nouns can take the place of bungbungbungbungeneneneneeeetttt in the above sentence.  

Verbal nouns may have the suffixes -eneneneneeeetttt, -ininininetetetet, -onetonetonetonet, depending on the verb vowel.  A 
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few verbal nouns have -ananananeeeetttt, ----wenetwenetwenetwenet,    ----winetwinetwinetwinet, ----wonetwonetwonetwonet, or other suffixes. 

 

Singular Singular Singular Singular     

CommandCommandCommandCommand    

Action Action Action Action     

Verbal Verbal Verbal Verbal     

NounNounNounNoun    

ActorActorActorActor    

VerbalVerbalVerbalVerbal    

 Noun Noun Noun Noun 

 Suffix and Suffix and Suffix and Suffix and     

root vowelroot vowelroot vowelroot vowel    

 

bung bungenetenetenetenet aaaabungeeee     ----(w)enet(w)enet(w)enet(w)enet   ‘cover’ 

cin cinenetenetenetenet aaaacineeee  with {i,i,̱u,u̱} ‘see’ 

du̱t  du̱teṉe̱eṉe̱eṉe̱eṉeṯttt a̱a̱a̱aḏu̱tte̱te̱te̱te ̱ du̱ttai̱ ̱tai̱ ̱tai̱ ̱tai̱ṯttt  ‘pour’ 

tiv̱iḻ tiv̱iḻeṉe̱eṉe̱eṉe̱eṉeṯttt  tiv̱iḻo̱i ̱o̱i ̱o̱i ̱o̱iṯttt  ‘clean up, gather, 

sweep’ 

nnu  nnuwewewewenetnetnetnet aaaannuwewewewe nnunyaitnyaitnyaitnyait  ‘follow’ 

ru̱k  ru̱weṉe̱weṉe̱weṉe̱weṉeṯttt a̱a̱a̱aṟu̱we̱we̱we̱we ̱   ‘beat’ 

tiḵ  tiy̱eṉe̱yeṉe̱yeṉe̱yeṉeṯttt a̱a̱a̱aṯii̱ ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   ‘marry’ 

rong ronginetinetinetinet o̱o̱o̱o̱ro̱ngnyenyenyenye    rongnyaitnyaitnyaitnyait    ----(w)inet(w)inet(w)inet(w)inet   ‘want’ 

lem lem̱iṉe̱iṉe̱iṉe̱iṉeṯttt eeeelemnenenene lemnyaitnyaitnyaitnyait with {e,e,̱o,o̱} ‘accept’ 

geny     genyinetinetinetinet     eeeegenyinetinetinetinet    genyyaityaityaityait     ‘be clever’ 

vvoc  vvo̱ciṉe̱iṉe̱iṉe̱iṉeṯttt oooovvoceeee   ‘hit, kick’ 

tted  tteḏiṉe̱iṉe̱iṉe̱iṉeṯttt eeeettedeeee tteddiatdiatdiatdiat  ‘cut, cross’ 

to̱ngo̱o̱le ̱   to̱ngo̱o̱liṉe̱iṉe̱iṉe̱iṉeṯttt        to̱ngo̱o̱lo̱i ̱o̱i ̱o̱i ̱o̱iṯttt     ‘respect, obey, fear’ 

re  rewwwwinetinetinetinet eeeereyyeyyeyyeyye      ‘wait’ 

nyak  nyai̱ṉe̱iṉe̱iṉe̱iṉeṯttt aaaanyaiiii   ‘have’ 

dang dangonetonetonetonet a̱a̱a̱aḏaṉgnye̱nye̱nye̱nye ̱ dangnyaitnyaitnyaitnyait ----(w)(w)(w)(w)onetonetonetonet ‘argue’ 

gga ̱ gga̱wwwwo̱ne̱o̱ne̱o̱ne̱o̱neṯttt a̱a̱a̱ag̱ga ̱  with {a} ‘know’ 

ggam̱ ggam̱o̱ne̱o̱ne̱o̱ne̱o̱neṯttt a̱a̱a̱ag̱gam̱ye̱ye̱ye̱ye ̱ ggam̱nyaitnyaitnyaitnyait  ‘catch’ 

viṟ     viṟaṉe̱aṉe̱aṉe̱aṉeṯttt    a̱a̱a̱av̱iṟiiii        other suffixes ‘run, elope’ 

nyaha nyahanetnetnetnet    ‘bring’ 

du̱waḵ du̱wa̱ne̱ne̱ne̱neṯttt    ‘say’ 

tungek  tungenetnetnetnet    ‘left’ 

dima dimaniṉe̱niṉe̱niṉe̱niṉeṯttt    ‘take’ 

liṉgliṉg liṉgliṉgo̱ni ̱o̱ni ̱o̱ni ̱o̱ni ̱ a̱a̱a̱aḻiṉgliṉgi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ liṉgliṉgo̱i ̱o̱i ̱o̱i ̱o̱iṯttt  ‘work’ 

lal     laliziiziiziizi    aaaalaliziiziiziizi         ‘be cold’ 

zoz         oooozoziiii         ‘talk, answer’ 

gok   oooogoiiii    ‘cry’ 
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Exercise 20 

 

In the following sentences, underline subjunctive verbs, and draw a   circle  around 

verbal nouns. 

 

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi kar kuwe  'Rat gathered the yeast of his friend in  

     cee̱ẕe ̱cinne.     order to take (it) to his house.' 

  

"Korongi anna kicin ngari, …" "I want to see a witch doctor, …" 

       

Een gii̱ ̱ci een dem̱ziṉeṯ ko̱, ci akannai  'This kind of teaching is something which 

     cee̱ẕa,̱     begins in the home,' 

  

Een alaani necu tuwayoit oroot. 'This chief took good care (of his people).' 

  

… ci awu alaani necu ol Tennetta veelek,  'in which this chief called all the Tennet  

     kar kiv̱iṯa ̱kuwait, …      people to come to a meeting …' 

  

"Kabaca, irong ngan kobodonik udenet  "I was wrong and will not drink ever  

     bo̱do̱k."      again." (lit.: ‘repeat drinking again’) 

  

"Korong ku̱lu̱teṯ logoz neḵe ̱Jaine, kartik  "We need to scare these young men of  

     ceremwa, …"      Jain by putting on leather …" 

  

…, orong zin kar kanycik gonni imma. '…, so he wanted to give (it) to a certain  

           friend.' 

 

 

Derived verbsDerived verbsDerived verbsDerived verbs    

    

Derived verbs come from common verbs by adding pairs of suffixes.  A derived verb 

usually has simlar meaning to the common verb it is derived from.  There are different 

possibilities for derived forms.  For example, the verb ru̱ru̱ru̱ru̱kkkk ‘beat!’ becomes ru̱ru̱ru̱ru̱kkkka̱a̱a̱a ̱‘strain!’ 

by adding the derivational suffix ----aaaa, and it becomes ru̱ ru̱ ru̱ ru̱wwwwe̱e̱e̱eḵkkk ‘pay!’ or ‘beat for’ by adding 

----ekekekek, and it becomes ru̱ru̱ru̱ru̱wwwwe̱e̱e̱e ̱‘beat with!’ by adding ----eeee.  The plural form u̱ru̱we̱u̱ru̱we̱u̱ru̱we̱u̱ru̱weṯttt ‘beat!’ can 
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additionally become u̱ru̱u̱ru̱u̱ru̱u̱ru̱ktktktkto̱o̱o̱o̱ ‘beat each other!’ by adding ----CoCoCoCo. The letter C represents a 

consonant like that in suffixes ----CaCaCaCa, , , , ----Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱ for naganaganaganaga and niganiganiganiga on completive verbs (with the 

verb ru̱ru̱ru̱ru̱kkkk, the consonant represented by C is tttt).    

 

Below, command forms of derived and common forms are shown.  The suffix before 

the slash / is for the singular derived command.  The suffix after the slash is for the 

plural derived command.   

 

Common form Derived form -a/-Ca (directional) 

Command  

singular 

Command 

plural 

 Command  

singular 

Command 

plural 

 

rong o̱o̱o̱o̱ro̱ngi ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘want’ ronga oooorongta ‘search for (it)’ 

dang aaaadangitititit    ‘argue’ danga aaaadangta    ‘persuade’ 

bung uuuubungetetetet ‘cover’ bunga uuuubungta ‘mention’ 

liṉgliṉg i ̱i ̱i ̱iḻiṉgliṉge̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘work’ liṉgliṉga ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱iḻiṉgliṉgta ̱ ‘work’ 

lem eeeelemitititit ‘accept’ lema eeeelemta ‘accept’ 

ggam̱ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gam̱i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘catch’ ggam̱a ̱ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gam̱ta ̱ ‘receive’ 

ciṉ i ̱i ̱i ̱ic̱iṉe̱e̱e ̱eṯttt ‘see’ ciṉa ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱ic̱iṉta ̱ ‘play over, copy’ 

geny     eeeegenyitititit    ‘be clever’          

lal     aaaalalitititit    ‘be cold’          

viṟ     i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟe̱e ̱e ̱eṯttt    ‘run, elope’ viṟa̱    i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟta ̱   ‘run towards’ 

zoz     oooozozitititit    ‘talk, answer’ zoza    oooozozta    ‘plot against’ 

nnu  uuuunnuwetwetwetwet    ‘follow’ nnua uuuunnuyya    ‘follow’ 

du̱t  u̱u̱u̱u̱du̱ti ̱i ̱i ̱iṯttt ‘pour’ du̱ta ̱ u̱u̱u̱u̱du̱tta ̱ ‘pour’ 

vvoc  oooovvocitititit ‘hit, kick’ vvoca oooovvocca ‘throw towards’ 

tted  eeeetteditititit ‘cut, cross’ tteda eeeettedda ‘cut’ 

gok  oooogoitititit ‘cry’ goka oooogokta ‘cry away’ 

ru̱k  u̱u̱u̱u̱ru̱we̱we̱we̱weṯttt    ‘beat’ ru̱ka ̱ u̱u̱u̱u̱ru̱kta̱    ‘stretch grain’ 

nyak  aaaanyaitititit ‘have’ nyaka aaaanyakta ‘bring’ 

tiḵ  i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯiy̱e̱ye̱ye̱yeṯttt ‘marry’ tiḵa ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯiḵta ̱ ‘carry, marry’ 

 

Derived form -ak,ek,ik/-Cak,Cek,Cik Derived form -e/Ce (Accompaniment 

Command  

singular 

Command 

plural 

(Benefactive  

Applicative) 

Command  

singular 

Command 

plural 

Applicative) 

rongak oooorongtak ‘search for’ ronge oooorongte ‘want with’ 
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dangek aaaadangtek    ‘force for’ dange aaaadangte     

bungek uuuubungtek ‘mention to him’  uuuubungte  

liṉgliṉgeḵ i ̱i ̱i ̱iḻiṉgliṉgteḵ ‘work for’ liṉgliṉge ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱iḻiṉgliṉgte ̱  

lemak eeeelemtak ‘accept because’  eeeelemte  

ggam̱eḵ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gam̱teḵ ‘hold for’ ggam̱e ̱ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gam̱te ̱ ‘hold/catch with’ 

ciṉeḵ i ̱i ̱i ̱ic̱iṉteḵ ‘see for’ ciṉe ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱ic̱iṉte ̱ ‘see with’ 

         genye    eeeegenyce    ‘be clever  

     regarding’ 

lalek    aaaalaltek    ‘forgive (him)’     aaaalalte     

viṟeḵ    i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟteḵ    ‘run on behalf’ viṟe ̱   i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟte ̱   ‘run with’ 

zozek    oooozoztek    ‘speak to (him)’ zoze    oooozozte    ‘talk with’ 

nnuwek uuuunnuyyek    ‘follow (him)’ nnuw uuuunnuyye    ‘follow with’ 

du̱teḵ u̱u̱u̱u̱du̱tteḵ ‘pour for/instead 

of’ 

 u̱u̱u̱u̱du̱tte ̱  

vvocek oooovvoccek ‘throw to/for’ vvoce oooovvocce ‘shoot with’ 

ttedek eeeetteddek ‘cut for, judge’ ttede eeeettedde ‘cut with’ 

gowek oooogoktek ‘cry for (him)’  oooogokte  

ru̱weḵ u̱u̱u̱u̱ru̱kteḵ    ‘beat for, pay  

on (his) behalf’ 

ru̱we ̱ u̱u̱u̱u̱ru̱kte ̱   ‘beat with’ 

nyahek aaaanyaktek ‘have for’ nyahe aaaanyakte  

tiy̱eḵ i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯiḵteḵ ‘help carry’ tiy̱e ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱iṯiḵte ̱  

 

Below, subject markers are attached to each type of derived verb.  The command forms 

are included with each.    

    

Suffixes Incompletive Completive dima iiiidimta 

-a/-Ca kakakakadima anna kikikikidima anna ‘I’ ‘take’ 

   aaaadima iṉna ̱   iiiidima iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’  

   aaaadima enne   iiiidima enne ‘(s)he’  

 kakakakadima naga kikikikidimta naga ‘we(excl)’  

 kakakakadimanananana naga kikikikidimtaaaaa naga ‘we(incl)’  

   aaaadimanunununu niga   iiiidimtauuuu niga ‘you(pl)’  

   aaaadima nege   iiiidimta nege ‘they’  

 



   

80 

 

 

Suffixes Incompletive Completive du̱wa ̱ uuuudukta 

-a/-Ca (???) ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏu̱waḵ anna kukukukudu̱wa anna ‘I’ ‘tell’ 

   a̱a̱a̱aḏu̱waḵ iṉna ̱   uuuudu̱wa iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’  

   a̱a̱a̱aḏu̱waḵ enne   uuuudu̱wa enne ‘(s)he’  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏu̱waḵ naga kukukukudukta naga ‘we(excl)’  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kaḏu̱waḵka̱ka̱ka̱ka ̱ naga kukukukudu̱ktaaaaa naga ‘we(incl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱aḏu̱waḵkukukuku niga   u̱u̱u̱u̱du̱ktauuuu niga ‘you(pl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱aḏu̱waḵ nege   u̱u̱u̱u̱du̱kta nege ‘they’  

 

Suffixes Incompletive Completive tungnek uuuutungtek 

-ek/-Cek kukukukungnek anna kukukukutungeyaaaa anna ‘I’ ‘leave for’ 

   u u u ungnek iṉna ̱   uuuutungeuuuu iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’  

   u u u ungnek enne   uuuutungek enne ‘(s)he’  

 kukukukungnek naga kukukukutungtek naga ‘we(excl)’  

 kukukukungnekkakakaka naga kukukukutungteyaaaa naga ‘we(incl)’  

   u̱u̱u̱u̱ngneḵku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ niga   uuuutungteuuuu niga ‘you(pl)’  

   uuuungnek nege   uuuutungtek nege ‘they’  

 

Suffixes Incompletive Completive tongoole o̱o̱o̱o̱to̱ngo̱oḻte ̱

-e/-Ce ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱ngo̱oḻe ̱ anna kokokokotongoole anna ‘I’ ‘respect, obey, fear’ 

   o̱ o̱ o̱ o̱ngo̱oḻe ̱ iṉna ̱   ooootongoole iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’  

   o̱ o̱ o̱ o̱ngo̱oḻe ̱ enne   ooootongoole enne ‘(s)he’  

 ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱ngo̱oḻe ̱ naga kokokokotongoolte naga ‘we(excl)’  

 ko̱ko̱ko̱ko̱ngo̱oḻiṉa̱na̱na̱na ̱ naga kokokokotongoolteaaaa naga ‘we(incl)’  

   o̱o̱o̱o̱ngo̱oḻiṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ niga   o̱o̱o̱o̱to̱ngo̱oḻteu̱̱u̱u̱u̱ niga ‘you(pl)’  

   o̱o̱o̱o̱ngo̱oḻe ̱ nege   ooootongoolte nege ‘they’  
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Suffixes Incompletive Completive miṟe ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱im̱iṟte ̱

-e/-Ce ka̱ka̱ka̱kam̱iṟe ̱ anna ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kim̱iṟe ̱ anna ‘I’ ‘return’ 

   a̱a̱a̱am̱iṟe ̱ iṉna ̱   i ̱i ̱i ̱im̱iṟe ̱ iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’  

   a̱a̱a̱am̱iṟe ̱ enne   i ̱i ̱i ̱im̱iṟe ̱ enne ‘(s)he’  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kam̱iṟe ̱ naga ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kim̱iṟte ̱ naga ‘we(excl)’  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kam̱iṟeṉa̱na̱na̱na ̱ naga ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kim̱iṟo̱wa̱wa̱wa̱wa ̱ naga ‘we(incl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱am̱iṟeṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ niga   i ̱i ̱i ̱im̱iṟteu̱̱u̱u̱u̱ niga ‘you(pl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱am̱iṟe ̱   nege   i ̱i ̱i ̱im̱iṟte ̱ nege ‘they’  

 

Suffixes Incompletive Completive viṟe ̱ i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟte ̱

-e/-Ce ka̱ka̱ka̱kav̱iṟe ̱ anna ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiv̱iṟe ̱ anna ‘I’ ‘run with’ 

   a̱a̱a̱av̱iṟe ̱ iṉna ̱   i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟu̱ iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’  

   a̱a̱a̱av̱iṟe ̱ enne   i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟe ̱ enne ‘(s)he’  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kav̱iṟe ̱ naga ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiv̱iṟte ̱ naga ‘we(excl)’  

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kav̱iṟa̱a̱a̱a ̱ naga ki ̱ki ̱ki ̱kiv̱iṟta̱a̱a̱a ̱ naga ‘we(incl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱av̱iṟu̱u̱u̱u̱ niga   i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟtu̱u̱u̱u̱ niga ‘you(pl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱av̱iṟe ̱   nege   i ̱i ̱i ̱iv̱iṟte ̱ nege ‘they’  

 

Suffixes Incompletive Completive  ooooyokto 

-o/-Co kokokokoyoho naga kokokokoyokto naga ‘we(excl)’ ‘fight each other’ 

 kokokokoyohonananana naga kokokokoyoktowawawawa naga ‘we(incl)’  

   o̱o̱o̱o̱yo̱ho̱nnnnu̱u̱u̱u̱ niga   o̱o̱o̱o̱yo̱kto̱u̱u̱u̱u̱ niga ‘you(pl)’  

   ooooyoho nege   ooooyokto nege ‘they’  

 

 

Suffixes Incompletive Completive  ooooyokto 

-o/-Co ka̱ka̱ka̱kaṟu̱wo̱ naga ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ru̱kto̱ naga ‘we(excl)’ ‘beat each other’ 

 ka̱ka̱ka̱kaṟu̱wona̱na̱na̱na ̱ naga ku̱ku̱ku̱ku̱ru̱ktowa̱wa̱wa̱wa ̱ naga ‘we(incl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱aṟu̱wo̱nu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱ niga   u̱u̱u̱u̱ru̱kto̱u̱u̱u̱u̱ niga ‘you(pl)’  

   a̱a̱a̱aṟu̱wo̱ nege   u̱u̱u̱u̱ru̱kto̱ nege ‘they’  
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Passive VerbsPassive VerbsPassive VerbsPassive Verbs    

 

Passive verbs make the doer of the action become the receiver of the action.  The suffix 

-eeee is added to the verb to show that a switch has been made.   

 

In (1), the doer of the action verb ovvocovvocovvocovvoc 'kick' is eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱'animal'.  The noun eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱has 

the suffix ––––iiii to show that it is the doer.  The noun ee̱̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯ t t t 'man',    without the suffix ––––iiii, is the 

receiver of the action.  In (2), the doer of the verb ovvocovvocovvocovvoc is ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi.̱  The noun ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱has the 

suffix ––––iiii to show that it is the doer.  The noun eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯttt,    without the suffix ––––iiii, is the 

receiver of the action.    
    

(1) Ovvoc eḻeg̱iṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   ee̱ṯ. 'The animal kicked the man.' 

(2) Ovvoc ee̱ṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯ. 'The man kicked the animal.' 

(3) OvvocOvvocOvvocOvvoceeee eḻeg̱iṯi ̱i ̱i ̱i.̱ 'The animal was kicked.' 

 

In (3), the noun eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱has the suffix ––––iiii.  Usually the suffix ––––iiii means that a noun is the 

doer of the action.  However, the passive verb ovvoceovvoceovvoceovvoce 'was kicked' has the suffix ––––eeee to 

show that eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱eḻeg̱iṯi ̱is the receiver of the action instead of the doer.  In the following, two 

example verbs are given for the passive forms, one verb ending with a consonant 

(ovvoc ꞌkickꞌ), one verb ending with a vowel (gga ̱ꞌknowꞌ). 
 

ovvoc   gga ̱  

kokokokovvoce anna ‘I’     kakakakaggawe anna ‘I’ 

  oooovvoce iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’    aaaaggawe iṉna ̱ ‘you(sg)’ 

  oooovvoce enne ‘(s)he’    aaaaggawe enne ‘(s)he’ 

kokokokovvoce naga ‘we(excl)’     ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gay̱yo̱ naga ‘we(excl)’ 

kokokokovvoceyayayaya naga ‘we(incl)’     ka̱ka̱ka̱kag̱gay̱yo̱wa̱wa̱wa̱wa ̱ naga ‘we(incl)’ 

  o̱o̱o̱o̱vvo̱ceu̱u̱u̱u̱ niga ‘you(pl)’    a̱a̱a̱ag̱gay̱yo̱wu̱wu̱wu̱wu̱ niga ‘you(pl)’ 

  oooovvoce    nege ‘they’    a̱a̱a̱ag̱gay̱yo̱ nege ‘they’ 

 

There is a passive construction in which the passive verb has the suffix ––––CaiCaiCaiCai, as in (4). 

(4) Een gii̱ ̱ci akannaiakannaiakannaiakannai. 'It is something which has started.' 

The following passive verbs can take the place of akannaiakannaiakannaiakannai in (4).     
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CommandCommandCommandCommand    PassivePassivePassivePassive     

rong oooorongnynynynyaiaiaiai ‘want’ 

dang aaaadangnynynynyaiaiaiai    ‘argue’ 

bung uuuubungnyainyainyainyai ‘cover’ 

liṉgliṉg a̱a̱a̱aḻiṉgliṉgnyai̱ ̱nyai̱ ̱nyai̱ ̱nyai̱ ̱ ‘work’ 

lem eeeelemnyainyainyainyai ‘accept’ 

ggam̱ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gam̱nyai̱ ̱nyai̱ ̱nyai̱ ̱nyai̱ ̱ ‘catch’ 

ciṉ aaaacinnainainainai ‘see’ 

zoz     oooozozzaizaizaizai    ‘talk, answer’ 

nnu  aaaannuwnyaiwnyaiwnyaiwnyai    ‘follow’ 

du̱t  a̱a̱a̱aḏu̱tttttai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱ ‘pour’ 

vvoc  oooovvocccccaiaiaiai ‘hit, kick’ 

tted  eeeettedddddaiaiaiai ‘cut, cross’ 

gok  oooogoyyyyyaiyaiyaiyai ‘cry’ 

ru̱k  a̱a̱a̱aṟu̱kccccai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱   ‘beat’ 

nyak  aaaanyayyaiyaiyaiyai ‘have’ 

tiḵ  a̱a̱a̱aṯiy̱yai̱ ̱yai̱ ̱yai̱ ̱yai̱ ̱ ‘marry’ 

re  eeeereyyaiyyaiyyaiyyai ‘wait’ 

gga ̱ a̱a̱a̱ag̱gay̱yai̱ ̱yyai̱ ̱yyai̱ ̱yyai̱ ̱   ‘know’ 

dima aaaadimayyyyaaaaiiii ‘take’ 

nyaha aaaanyakcaicaicaicai ‘bring’ 

du̱waḵ a̱a̱a̱aḏu̱yyyyya̱a̱a̱ai̱ ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱ ‘say’ 

tungek  uuuutungnyainyainyainyai ‘left’ 

tiv̱iḻ a̱a̱a̱av̱iḻllllai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱ai̱ ̱   ‘clean up, gather, sweep’ 

    

    

ConnectivesConnectivesConnectivesConnectives    

    

We have learned about how words are grouped together into clauses and sentences.   

Now, we will learn about another kind of word called 'connectives' which join clauses 

and sentence.  But first we need to learn the difference between two kinds of clauses. 
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Main Clauses and Dependent ClausesMain Clauses and Dependent ClausesMain Clauses and Dependent ClausesMain Clauses and Dependent Clauses    

 

A main clause (independent clause) can be a sentence by itself; it does not require 

another clause in order to be a complete sentence.   A dependent clause is not a 

sentence by itself; it requires or depends on another clause to complete the sentence.  

For example, the first clause below is a complete sentence.  However, the second clause 

needs another clause to complete it.   

 

MaMaMaMa zinzinzinzin uruz da nginatu uk oroota 

keelang 

'Then one day the dog went to spy on the 

leopard.' 

BalingBalingBalingBaling okko manyi acin,  'When the owner went and saw (them), . . .' 

 

It needs another clause to complete it such as the following: 

 

BalingBalingBalingBaling okko manyi acin,  'When the owner went and saw (them), . . .' 

u̱ru̱we ̱ebere lo̱o̱c 'he lowered (his) eyes to the ground' 

 

ConnectivesConnectivesConnectivesConnectives    

 

The words mamamama 'and', zinzinzinzin 'then', and balingbalingbalingbaling 'when' are all connectives.  A connective 

(conjunction) joins a clause, sentence, or phrase to another clause, sentence, or phrase.  

Some connectives, such as mamamama and zinzinzinzin,,,, join a main clause to the previous clause.  Other 

connectives such as balingbalingbalingbaling join a dependent clause to the following clause. 

 

The words below are other examples of connectives.   

 

Connectives introducingConnectives introducingConnectives introducingConnectives introducing        

main clausesmain clausesmain clausesmain clauses    

ConnectivConnectivConnectivConnectives introducinges introducinges introducinges introducing    

 dependent clauses dependent clauses dependent clauses dependent clauses    

ma 'and' ming 'when, if ' 

ki 'and, with' baling 'when (past)' 

zin 'then' kar 'so that, in order to, for 

the reason of' 

imma 'but' abarik 'but, instead' 

  ci 'who, that, which, of' 

(zee 'until') cik 'who, that, which, of' 
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We will learn about each of these in the following section. – In the workshop, only the 

meanings of zin and kar were explored! 

 

Connectives maConnectives maConnectives maConnectives ma and and and and ki ki ki ki    

 

In this section, we learn about some connectives for main clauses.  First there is an 

explanation of how each connective is used.  Then, examples are given of the 

connectives in stories. 

 

The connective mamamama 'and' joins a main clause to a previous clause.  This connector is not 

very common.  In the one occurrence in the stories it begins a new sentence (the first 

sentence after the introduction).  More often main clauses and new sentences begin 

without a connective. 

 

The connective kikikiki 'and, with' joins a main clause to a previous clause.  In the few 

examples the kikikiki is placed before the subject of the joined clause.  This connective is 

more often used to connect nouns or phrases (including clauses with cik when cik refers 

to the same people or things). 

 

Try to see if the things said about the connectives are true in the following examples.  

The symbol ØØØØ is used when two clauses are joined without a connective. 

 

(From Fire 2-6)  

ØØØØ A̱kce ̱da gon ol koora, People always cooked with the sun, 

ØØØØ arike da gon ol maam koor zee people always put water in the sun until 

kamalacca it boiled 

kar ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖaṯ. in order to cook food. 

MaMaMaMa zinzinzinzin uruz da nginatu uk oroota keelang And tAnd tAnd tAnd then (hen (hen (hen (Then, Then, Then, Then, one day)one day)one day)one day) the dog went to 

spy on the leopard 

ming aḵce ̱gwo̱o̱ya,̱  as he cooked on the fire, 

ØØØØ aḇu̱re ̱gwaa̱ ̱necu kemed. that was a nice hot fire. 

  

(From Fat 14-15)  

ØØØØ Atarar do̱lec̱ The girl laughed (greatly relieved) 
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ØØØØ uk olo niko, andandandand went to the village like that, 

kikikiki logoz mingmingmingming izzahonik nonno. wherewherewherewhere men began approaching her (with 

requests to be married). 

  

(From Fire 13)  

ØØØØ Uk gwaa̱ ̱necu idite goola, The fire went out (as he went) along the 

road, 

kikikiki nonno mingmingmingming oboda de ko̱. sosososo he returned. 

  

(From Fire 21-23)  

…, ØØØØ irran uruz gwo̱o̱ …, the dog snatched the fire 

kar kovvoce ngatobuny. and darted off (ꞌkick.with runꞌ). 

Irayyo kikikiki keelang zee, AndAndAndAnd the leopard was running after him 

(until) 

kuk uruz the dog went 

ØØØØ ketted liil tiṯim̱. crossing the river to the (opposite) bank. 

  

(From Competing 6-7)  

Uk zin lo̱gu̱te ̱ci gon Lo̱lu̱ro̱ ko̱ uuwe 

kolle cinne kikikiki micizzak wak ozolek 

nonno gool. 

Then, a jung man from Loluro village 

gathered his friends and went with his 

helpers along the road forforforfor an engagement 

ceremony.  

literally:  

Uk zin lo̱gu̱te ̱ci gon Lo̱lu̱ro̱ ko̱ Then, a jung man from Loluro always 

went  

ØØØØ ko̱ uuwe kolle cinne now he took his crowd  

kikikiki micizzak wak ozolek nonno gool. andandandand get engagement 

wak ozolek nonno gool. who (are) his helpers along the road.  

  

(From School 4-5)  

…, kar kiv̱iṯa ̱kuwait no̱ngiṯto̱n cik obod 

ki orog, kikikiki cik obod ki teẖeṟiṉeṯ. 

…, to come to a meeting on the issue of 

education in the village 

literally:  

…, kar kiv̱iṯa ̱kuwait no̱ngiṯto̱n …, to come to a meeting 

cik obod ki orog which is about (the issue) in the village  
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kikikiki cik obod ki teẖeṟiṉeṯ andandandand which is about (the issue) education  

  

(From Beer 1-3)  

Anyak bali ngaṟiḏo̱ imma There is a certain story 

cicicici azi ne,  whichwhichwhichwhich says that  

ØØØØ anyak ee̱ṯi ̱imma ci da aruce joor. there was a man who was recently 

married. 

ØØØØ Abaito ee̱ṯi ̱necu kikikiki ngaa cinne zee,  This man lived withwithwithwith his wife 

kiṯiṟta ̱dooli ii̱y̱o̱. and (later) three children were born 

  

 

Connectives Connectives Connectives Connectives zinzinzinzin,,,,    immaimmaimmaimma,,,, and  and  and  and zeezeezeezee    

 

In this section, three more connectives for main clauses are explained, followed by 

examples. 

 

The connective zzzziiiinnnn 'then' joins a main clause to a previous clause, and it is the second 

word in the clause.  The clause joined tells a new point, a new event, or mark the 

conclusion.  It is used to draw attention to important clauses. 

 

 (From School 2-4, )  

Een alaani necu tuwayoit oroot. This chief took good care (of his 

people). 

Anyak zinzinzinzin bali koor imma (ThenThenThenThen) there was a certain day 

ci awu alaani necu ol Tennetta veelek in which this chief called all the Tennet 

people 

 

 (From School 16-17, )  

Abunna zinzinzinzin SoSoSoSo, it is good 

Tenneti do̱o̱k ming oor zoz ci aave olo. when all the Tennet follow in this way. 

U̱tu̱re ̱ngaṟiḏo̱ ningatu. The story ends here. 
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(From Stop Doing Things 6-9)  

Aanycik co̱de ̱ngatinneṉg kodong eez neci 

zee, 

They gave one of them that goat to 

carry (until)  

baling okko enne apirna, tired from its weight (lit. when he was 

suffering), 

orong zinzinzinzin (so that) he thenthenthenthen wanted 

kar kanycik gonni imma. to give (it) to a certain friend. 

Odowozik zinzinzinzin eez necu iṉya ̱ci ee̱ṯ neci zee, ThenThenThenThen the goat butted the neck of that 

person (until) 

kogok ee̱ṯi ̱niko. this person cried (the goat remained in 

his neck). 

 

The connective immaimmaimmaimma 'but' joins a main clause to a previous clause.  The clause joined 

probably tells a new point, a new event, or something to make the story more 

interesting.  It can also introduce something unexpected.   

 

(From Fire 22-23)  

Irayyo ki keelang zee, And the leopard was running after him 

(until) 

kuk uruz ketted liil tiṯim̱. the dog crossed the river to the 

(opposite) bank. 

Imma Imma Imma Imma keelangi irahek tiṯim̱a.̱ ButButButBut the leopard remained on the (first) 

bank. 

  

(From Beer 3-8)  

Iḏdiḵiṟreṯ dooli neginnek ke,̱ His children grew up 

orongit o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱cik cuukulo and needed money for school 

ki cik utane ru̱u̱maṉi ̱ and to buy clothes to wear 

cik ovvoye cuukula. (taking) to school. 

ImmaImmaImmaImma da gon ee̱ṯi ̱necu een ee̱ṯ ButButButBut the man was the kind of person 

ci aud bbam̱bbu̱ ki merte oroot. who smokes and drinks beer a lot. 

ImmaImmaImmaImma bali koor imma, ij̱jiṉ ngaa cinne 

nonno, 

HoweverHoweverHoweverHowever, at a certain time, his wife 

asked him, 

aṉneḵ ne, "…" saying “…” 
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(From Competing 8-12)  

Baling aṟay̱ya ̱Tare baa̱ḻ, When he arrived in Tare village in the 

evening time, 

immaimmaimmaimma ii̱w̱e ̱necu ele, iv̱iṟte ̱zin do̱lec̱ go̱o̱le ̱ theretheretherethere, the very day, he eloped with the 

young woman in a way 

ci irong ol aggawe. that is not done by people. 

ImmaImmaImmaImma logoz cik Lovi ming ovvo av̱vu̱ 

vu̱rta,̱ 

YetYetYetYet, when the young men from Lovi 

arrived later, 

amuda do̱lec̱ iẕiṯo̱. they discovered the young woman 

missing. 

 

The connective zeezeezeezee 'until' joins a main clause to a following clause.  It is usually at the 

end of the clause.  It indicates that the action of the following clause ends or replaces 

the continuous action of the clause joined. 

 

(From Fire 21-23)  

…, irran uruz gwo̱o̱ …, the dog snatched the fire 

kar kovvoce ngatobuny. and darted off (ꞌkick.with runꞌ). 

Irayyo ki keelang zeezeezeezee, And the leopard was running after 

him (untiluntiluntiluntil) 

kuk uruz ketted liil tiṯim̱. the dog crossed the river to the 

(opposite) bank. 

  

(From Animal 21-22)  

U̱tu̱lu̱zzo̱ lotuwa gooni zeezeezeezee, The (other) rats mourned their friend 

kar ku̱ru̱weṯ do̱ldo̱l, and afterwardsafterwardsafterwardsafterwards pretended 

ag̱gay̱yo̱ ki irong de. to be friends with Fly. 

  

(From Fat Woman 3-4)  

Acin zin da do̱lec̱ necu zeezeezeezee, This young woman realized this 

ize ne,"… " and finallyfinallyfinallyfinally said, “…” 

  

(From Stop Doing Things 6-9)  

Aanycik co̱de ̱ngatinneṉg kodong eez neci They gave one of them that goat to 
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zeezeezeezee, carry (untiluntiluntiluntil)  

baling okko enne apirna, tired from its weight (lit. when he was 

suffering), 

orong zin (so that) he then wanted 

kar kanycik gonni imma. to give (it) to a certain friend. 

 

Connectives Connectives Connectives Connectives karkarkarkar, , , , abarik, abarik, abarik, abarik, mingmingmingming, and , and , and , and balingbalingbalingbaling    

 

In this section, four connectives for dependent clauses are explained, followed by 

examples. 

 

The connective karkarkarkar    'so that, in order to, for the reason of' joins a dependent clause to the 

previous main clause.  There must be a comma at the end of the main clause and before 

the clause with karkarkarkar.  The clause with karkarkarkar gives the reason or purpose and the form of 

the verb used in this clause is subjunctive.  It is also used in the sence of ‘went onwent onwent onwent on 

saying’ when the following speech is something like a conclusion of the previous one 

(see Animals 7-9). 
 

(From Fire 3-4)  

arike da gon ol maam koor zee people always put water in the sun    until 

kamalacca it boiled 

karkarkarkar ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖaṯ. in order toin order toin order toin order to cook food. 
  

(From School 2-4, )  

Anyak zin bali koor imma There was a certain day 

ci awu alaani necu ol Tennetta veelek, in which this chief called all the Tennet 

people 

karkarkarkar kiv̱iṯa ̱kuwait no̱ngiṯto̱n … totototo come to a meeting … 
  

(From Stop Doing Things 7-8)  

baling okko enne apirna, when he was suffering, 

orong zin he then wanted 

karkarkarkar kanycik gonni imma. totototo give (it) to a certain friend. 
  

(From Animals 7-9)  

Azi ne, "ngene wuca ci zong ette edelana and said, “Who could have taken all my 
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laata cinani ko̱?" yeast?” 

Ozoz enne do̱, She answered herself, 

karkarkarkar kize ne, "lotuwenit iy̱o̱ko̱ ci edelana." saying, “It is rat who took it.” 

 

The connective abarikabarikabarikabarik 'but, instead' joins a dependent clause to the previous main clause.  

The clause with abarikabarikabarikabarik introduces something unexpected. 

 

(From Tamu 7-9)  

Korongi wanai anna kilaba o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱do̱, I previously just wanted to gain 

money (from people), 

abarikabarikabarikabarik bo̱do̱k iṉna ̱iditu ebere cigannik udut. butbutbutbut now you have closed my eyes 

forever. 

  

(From Animal 7)  

amuda lotuwenit, she found (that) rat 

abarikabarikabarikabarik iṯiv̱iḻa ̱laata do̱o̱k. had alreadyalreadyalreadyalready collected all the yeast, 

  

(From Fat Lady 13)  

Aiyoo,  My goodness! 

abarikabarikabarikabarik ming ubunna ko, You have become well !!!! 

abarikabarikabarikabarik iṉna ̱bali azi ne, thoughthoughthoughthough I earlier said (lit.: ‘though you 

earlier said’) 

adai atin deḏe?̱ that you would surely die!”   

 

The connective mingmingmingming 'when, if' joins a dependent clause to the previous or following 

main clause, or it can even be used for a dependent clause within a clause, as in the 

example in Fire 11. The clause with mingmingmingming shows a time sequence or condition. The 

expression abunnaabunnaabunnaabunna mingmingmingming ‘it is good, when/if …’ is frequently used to soften a command 

or a request to make it more polite (mitigation). 

 

(From Fire 4-5)  

Ma zin uruz da nginatu uk Then one day, the dog went 

oroota keelang, to spy on the leopard 

mingmingmingming aḵce ̱gwo̱o̱ya,̱ asasasas he cooked on a fire, 
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(From Fire 8)  

MingMingMingMing kaṉneḵ keelang ne, "Inya gwo̱o̱," IfIfIfIf I ask the leopard, “give me the 

fire,” 

irong atidic aanyan. he won’t give (it). 

  

(From Fire 6-9)  

Ize zin uruz ne, "kar ku̱tu̱gu̱ gwo̱o̱ necu ku̱ 

kar idimak ee̱ṯ wa anyaka annit ko̱?    Ming 

kaṉneḵ keelang ne, 'Inya gwo̱o̱,' irong 

atidic aanyan," 

Then the dog said, “What should I do 

to take this fire to the person who 

cares for me?    If I ask the leopard 

to give (me) the fire, he won’t give 

(it),” 

mingmingmingming ozoz uruz do̱. whenwhenwhenwhen the dog was talking to himself. 

  

(From Fire 11)  

"Irong anna kajurane, mingmingmingming alali, iṉneṯ 

looci." 

“I won’t refuse you the space, whenwhenwhenwhen 

you are cold.”  

The sentence split up according to the Tennet language: 

Irong anna kajurane, I won’t refuse, 

mingmingmingming alali, whenwhenwhenwhen you are cold, 

iṉneṯ looci. the space to you. 

  

(From Way of Living 1-2)  

abunnaabunnaabunnaabunna, it is goodit is goodit is goodit is good, 

mingmingmingming o̱ngo̱o̱liṉnu̱ maccwa ciggog ifififif you respect your husbands 

  

(From Beer 17-18, 20-21)  

Abunna It is good, 

mingmingmingming acinnu amati annit dooli olo. ifififif you see the poverty of me and my 

children in the village. 

... ... 

Korongi anna ig̱eṯ abunna ming acinnu zoz 

necu ju̱rru̱m. 

I want you to look into this problem 

carefully. 

The sentence split up according to the Tennet language: 

Korongi anna ig̱eṯ, I want you, 
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abunnaabunnaabunnaabunna, it is gooit is gooit is gooit is goodddd, 

mingmingmingming acinnu zoz necu ju̱rru̱m. ifififif you look into this problem 

carefully. 

 

The connective balingbalingbalingbaling 'when' joins a dependent clause to the following main clause.  

There must be a comma at the end of the clause with balingbalingbalingbaling and before the main clause.  

The clause with balingbalingbalingbaling shows a time sequence and it is also indicating past tense. 

 

(From Animal 4-5)  

BalingBalingBalingBaling okko enne okko, AfterAfterAfterAfter she had left, 

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi rat gathered the yeast of his friend 

  

(From Animal 14)  

BalingBalingBalingBaling okko enne aj̱jiṉ lotuwenit udut udut 

niko, 

WhenWhenWhenWhen she kept asking rat again and 

again, 

ize lotuwenti moot, rat become annoyed, 

  

(From Fat Lady 5-6)  

BalingBalingBalingBaling okko enne okko, WhenWhenWhenWhen she arrived, 

aṉneḵ ngari nonno ne,"…" she told the witch doctor, “…” 

 

ConnectivConnectivConnectivConnectives ces ces ces ciiii and c and c and c and ciiiikkkk, wa and wak, wa and wak, wa and wak, wa and wak    

 

The connective cccciiii    'who, that, which, of' introduces a phrase or clause that describes or 

identifies a previous singular noun.  The phrase or clause with cccciiii is a part of the main 

clause.  It is like a room inside a house. 
 

In the line below, the clause een een een een Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱    'is (called) Tamu'    describes the singular noun 

ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱'person'.  The clause ci een ci een ci een ci een Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱Tam̱u̱ is like a room inside the house okko bali okko bali okko bali okko bali ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ee̱ṯi ̱ci ci ci ci 

een een een een Tam̱u̱ Tam̱u̱ Tam̱u̱ Tam̱u̱ marakaca.marakaca.marakaca.marakaca.. 
 

(From Tamu 1)  

Okko bali ee̱ṯi ̱[cicicici een Tam̱u̱] marakaca. A person [whowhowhowho is called Tamu] went  

          to town. 
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The connective cccciiiik k k k 'who, that, which, of' introduces a phrase or clause that describes or 

identifies a previous plural noun.  The phrase or clause with cccciiiikkkk is a part of the main 

clause. 
 

If the person (or thing?) referred to by ci  ci  ci  ci or cik cik cik cik 'who, that, which, of' is specific (known) 

or salient (important), wwwwaaaa can be used instead of cicicici and wakwakwakwak instead of cikcikcikcik. (??? – the 

significance when wa(k) is used instead of ci(k) is not yet clear.) 
 

In each of the examples below, the clause or phrase introduced by cccciiii or cccciiiikkkk is in 

[brackets].  The previous noun that is described or identified is underlined. 
 

(From Fat Lady 1-3)  

Anyak bali do̱lec̱ imma [cicicici ap̱pwe ̱ele oroot]. There was a certain young woman 

[whowhowhowho was very fat]. 

… irong logoz aṯiḵ bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱[cikcikcikcik ap̱iṉteḵ 

eḻeṯti]̱. 

… men did not marry ladies [whowhowhowho 

have large bodies]. 

  

(From Live 2)  

Iziyet zoz [cicicici aḏu̱wa]̱ nege. Listen to the things [whichwhichwhichwhich they say]. 

  

(From Live 12-13)  

anyik bo̱do̱k dooli [cikcikcikcik maccik] kiḻiṉgliṉgeṯ 

go̱o̱le ̱wanneṉg. 

and have [boy] children do work as 

they should. 

  

(From School 9-10)  

"Niga ddiḵiṟzeṯ, een cuukuli ngati aave ko̱, 

gii [cicicici aanyi ize jaitot]." 

“You elders, school is the way [thatthatthatthat 

will bring wealth].” 

  

(From Stop Doing 1-2)  

Ovvo bali logoz  u̱ggaḵ [cikcikcikcik een aciir] o̱rge ̱

immani. 

Some young men [whowhowhowho are soldiers] 

went to another village. 

  

(From Beer 8-9)  

"Inya o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱u̱gge ̱kutuwak dooli ru̱u̱maṉi ̱

[cikcikcikcik ovvoye cuukula]." 

“Give (me) some money to buy the 

children clothes [to wear to school].” 
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(From Beer 14)  

uluta ol [wakwakwakwak aḏdiḵiṟe]̱ do̱o̱k. she assembled all the elders (lit.: ‘all 

people [whowhowhowho are elders]’) 

 

Exercise 21 

 

In the sentences below, fill in each blank _____ with one correct connective.  Choose 

from the following list of connectives:   

 

ma 'and' ming 'when, if ' 

ki 'and, with' baling 'when (past)' 

zin 'then' kar 'so that, in order to, for 

the reason of' 

imma 'but' abarik 'but, instead' 

  ci, wa 'who, that, which, of' 

zee 'until' cik, wak 'who, that, which, of' 

 

(From Fat Lady 6-8)  

Azi ngari ne, "Aiyoo, abarik ____  ____ adau 

ko̱, anyai ____ nyeḻo̱k co̱de ̱____ dau!" 

The witch doctor said, “Oh my!  ____  

____ you die, you have ____ one month 

and ____ you will die!” 

  

(From Fire 3-7)  

Arike da gon ol maam koor ____, kamalacca 

____ ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖaṯ. 

People used to put water on the sun 

____ it boiled ____ to cook food. 

____  ____ uruz da nginatu uk oroota keelang 

____ aḵce ̱gwo̱o̱ya,̱ aḇu̱re ̱gwaa̱ ̱necu kemed. 

____  ____ one day, the dog went to spy 

on the leopard ____ he cooked on a 

fire that was a nice hot fire. 

Ize ____ uruz ne, “____ ku̱tu̱gu̱ gwo̱o̱ necu  ku̱ 

____ idimak ee̱ṯ ____ anyaka annit ko̱?” 

____ the dog said, “What should I do 

____ take this fire to the person ____ 

cares for me?” 
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(From School 2-8)  

Anyak ____ bali koor imma ____ awu alaani 

necu ol Tennetta veelek, ____ kiv̱iṯa ̱kuwait 

no̱ngiṯto̱n ____ obod ki orog, ____  ____ obod 

ki teẖeṟiṉeṯ. 

____ there was a certain day (in) ____ 

this chief called all the Tennet 

people ____ come to a meeting on 

the issue of education in the village 

(lit.: … a meeting ____ is an issue in 

the village, ____  ____ is an issue 

about education). 

A̱nneḵ alaani ol ne, "Abunna niga buulzet 

ag̱gam̱nyu̱ orog ju̱rru̱m. 

The chief said to the people, “You 

will do well if in (this) generation 

the village learns well. 

Een orogi ____ aave ko̱, ____  ____ naga do̱o̱k 

abunna kacin zoz ____ gerze akunak orog". 

The village will remain (strong) and 

we will all thrive when we prevent 

corruption from coming the village. 

____ kize ne, "…" He ____ said, “…” 

  

(From Tamu 10-13)  

Aave ee̱ṯi ̱____ bak okko ruben udut deḏe.̱ The person truly remained blind 

forever. (literally: The person 

stayed ____, (until) he was truly 

blind forever) 

Tennet iḻlo̱i ̱lutenet ____ kaḻu̱te ̱Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ, 

egeny enne oroot. 

Tennet people, no one can cheat God 

(lit.: there is no cheating ____ cheats 

God)—He is very clever. 

Abunna ____  ____ koo ebere ciggac, niga ol 

do̱o̱k. 

____, it is good ____ we open our eyes, 

all you people. 
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GlossaryGlossaryGlossaryGlossary    

    

WordWordWordWord    ExampleExampleExampleExample    DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

prefix kkkk----    'I'    in kkkkaṉne̱aṉne̱aṉne̱aṉneḵkkk 'I ask'    an attachment at the beginning of a word that 

has meaning 

suffix ----lo̱lo̱lo̱lo̱kkkk 'plural' in 

go̱o̱llo̱go̱o̱llo̱go̱o̱llo̱go̱o̱llo̱kkkk 'road, path' 

an attachment at the end of a word that has 

meaning    

noun ngaa ngaa ngaa ngaa 'woman' a person, place, object, or idea    

singular noun eezeezeezeez 'goat' noun form used for one of the noun    

plural noun eezeezeezeezaaaa 'goats' noun form used for more than one of the noun    

relational 

noun 

ngoonangoonangoonangoona 'my sister' noun that describes a relationship between 

people    

verb unnuunnuunnuunnu '(s)he followed' a word that describes an action, motion, state, 

change, or can be used as an equal sign between 

two or more words    

completive 

verb 

idimaidimaidimaidima ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱eezeezeezeez.... 'the 

person took the goat.'    

action that is thought of as being finished or 

complete 

incompletive 

verb 

adimaadimaadimaadima ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱eezeezeezeez.... 'the 

person was taking the 

goat.'    

action that is thought of as continuing or going 

on 

clause Baling Baling Baling Baling aṟay̱ya ̱aṟay̱ya ̱aṟay̱ya ̱aṟay̱ya ̱TareTareTareTare 

'when he arrived in 

Tare village' 

a group of words with one verb    

sentence Itto Itto Itto Itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱unguc.unguc.unguc.unguc. 

'Fly entered the nose.' 

a group of words with one or more clauses that 

can stand alone     

phrase do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱lec̱ immac immac immac imma 'a certain 

child' 

a group of words; can be without a verb   

punctuation B , . " "B , . " "B , . " "B , . " "    the way of marking sentences and clauses in 

writing    

subject Ovvoc Ovvoc Ovvoc Ovvoc do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱lec̱ccc eez eez eez eez     

'The child kicked the 

goat' 

a noun that is the doer of the action    

object Ovvoc Ovvoc Ovvoc Ovvoc do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱lec̱ c c c eezeezeezeez     

'The child kicked the 

goat' 

a noun that is the receiver of the action    
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singular 

subject 

marker 

IcinIcinIcinIcin    ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯttti ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   eezeezeezeez    immaimmaimmaimma. 

'This man saw a 

certain goat.'    

a suffix on a singular noun that shows the noun 

is a subject; most common is ----iiii 

plural subject 

marker 

Unnuwet ironga Unnuwet ironga Unnuwet ironga Unnuwet ironga 

ngaangaangaangaa.... 'The flies 

followed the woman.'    

a suffix on a plural noun that shows the noun is 

a subject; most common is ----aaaa, -nananana 

singular 

location 

marker 

Aavte irong Aavte irong Aavte irong Aavte irong dee̱̱dee̱ ̱dee̱ ̱dee̱ṟrrra̱a̱a̱a.̱ 

'The flies stayed on 

the gourd.' 

    

a suffix on a singular noun that shows the noun 

is a location; most common is ––––aaaa 

plural 

location 

marker 

Aavte irong Aavte irong Aavte irong Aavte irong deeretdeeretdeeretdeereteeee. 

'The flies stayed on 

the gourds.'    

a suffix on a plural noun that shows the noun is 

a location; most common are ----eeee, ----nenenene 

singular 

possessive 

marker 

Amuda Amuda Amuda Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱gii̱ ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱gii̱ ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱gii̱ ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱gii̱ ̱ci ci ci ci 

buuwecbuuwecbuuwecbuuwecoooo. 'The fly 

found the thing of the 

lady.'    

a suffix on a singular noun that shows the noun 

is a possessor of a singular noun; most common 

is ––––oooo 

singular 

possessive 

marker of 

plural noun 

Amuda Amuda Amuda Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱kaal kaal kaal kaal 

cik buuweccik buuweccik buuweccik buuwecakakakak.... 'The 

fly found the things 

of the lady.'    

a suffix on a singular noun that shows the noun 

is a possessor of a plural noun; most common is 

––––akakakak 

plural 

possessive 

marker 

Amuda Amuda Amuda Amuda iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱kaal kaal kaal kaal 

cik cik cik cik bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱bu̱u̱wec̱iṉu̱nu̱nu̱nu̱. 'The 

fly found the things 

of the ladies.'    

a suffix on a plural noun that shows the noun is 

a possessor; most common is ----uuuu, ----nunununu 

pronoun naganaganaganaga 'we' a word that takes the place of a noun; it is a 

substitute or replacement for a noun previously 

mentioned    

subject 

pronoun 

enneenneenneenne 'he, she, it' a word that takes the place of a person or 

persons doing the action    

object 

pronoun 

nonnononnononnononno 'him, her' a word that takes the place of a person or 

persons receiving  the action    

location 

pronoun 

ngatinnengatinnengatinnengatinne '(on) him, 

her'     

a word that takes the place of a person where 

the action is located 
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possessive 

pronoun 

cinnengcinnengcinnengcinneng 'their' a word that takes the place of someone that 

something belongs to or is possessed by    

singular 

possessive 

pronoun 

eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯ t t t cinnecinnecinnecinne    'his 

animal' 

a pronoun used with a singular noun to take the 

place of its owner    

plural 

possessive 

pronoun 

elegje elegje elegje elegje ciggenikciggenikciggenikciggenik    'his 

animals' 

a pronoun used with a plural noun to take the 

palce of its owner    

stative verb OmoriOmoriOmoriOmori    doolidoolidoolidooli. 'The 

children are sick.' 

    

a verb that describes the way things are 

demonstrative 

pronoun 

EenEenEenEen    cucucucu eḻeg̱i ̱ eḻeg̱i ̱ eḻeg̱i ̱ eḻeg̱iṯttt. 'This is 

an animal.'    

a word that takes the place of a noun by 

pointing to it or showing it  

indefinite 

pronoun 

EenEenEenEen    immaimmaimmaimma eḻeg̱i ̱ eḻeg̱i ̱ eḻeg̱i ̱ eḻeg̱iṯttt.... 

'Another is an 

animal.'    

a word that take the place of a noun that has not 

yet been mentioned or that does not refer to a 

specific noun 

adjective do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱lec̱ccc    ci ci ci ci maccimaccimaccimacci    'male 

child'    

a word that describes or gives information about 

a noun; a singular adjective follows cicicici    

plural 

adjective 

dooli cik dooli cik dooli cik dooli cik maccikmaccikmaccikmaccik    

'male children'    

a word that describes a plural noun; usually has 

the marker ----kkkk; follows cikcikcikcik 

adjectival 

noun 

gerezoitgerezoitgerezoitgerezoit 'bad person'    an adjective used as a noun; most common 

suffixes are ----zet zet zet zet or    ----ooooitititit 

number 

adjective 

do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱le̱do̱lec̱ c c c co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de̱co̱de ̱   'one child'    a word that describes a noun with a number 

demonstrative 

adjective 

U̱ru̱we̱U̱ru̱we̱U̱ru̱we̱U̱ru̱weṯ ol t ol t ol t ol eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯ t t t 

necunecunecunecu. 'People killed 

that animal.'    

a word that describes a noun by pointing or 

showing 

indefinite 

adjective 

U̱ru̱we̱U̱ru̱we̱U̱ru̱we̱U̱ru̱weṯ ol t ol t ol t ol eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱i ̱eḻeg̱iṯ t t t 

immaimmaimmaimma. 'People killed 

a certain animal. '    

a word that describes a noun that has not yet 

been mentioned or is not specific 

adverb GonGonGonGon aud aud aud aud ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱ ee̱ṯi ̱   

bbam̱bbu̱bbam̱bbu̱bbam̱bbu̱bbam̱bbu̱. 'The 

person was always 

smoking.'    

a word that describes or gives information about 

a verb 
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Interrogative 

pronouns 

Orongi dim Orongi dim Orongi dim Orongi dim iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna ̱   

nyanyanyanya? 'What do you 

want from me?'    

a pronoun that takes the place of the word asked 

about in questions 

subject 

marker on 

verb 

KKKKac̱i ̱ac̱i ̱ac̱i ̱ac̱iṉnnni ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱anna  anna  anna  anna ee̱̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ ̱ee̱ṯttt 'I see 

a person'    

a prefix or suffix on a verb that shows which of 

six subjects is used; most common are kkkk----    ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   

annaannaannaanna,  ,  ,  ,  ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱iṉna̱ iṉna̱ iṉna̱ iṉna,̱ , , , ----     enne enne enne enne, , , , kkkk----    ----CCCCaaaa    naganaganaganaga, , , , ----Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱Cu̱    niganiganiganiga, , , , ----    

////----eeeetttt    negenegenegenege 

object marker 

on verb 

IdimIdimIdimIdimaaaa ngaa annita ngaa annita ngaa annita ngaa annita 

'The woman took 

me.'    

a suffix on a verb that shows which of six 

objects is used; most common are ––––aaaa    or    ––––angangangang    

annitaannitaannitaannita,    ----i ̱i ̱i ̱i ̱   iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉneṯatatata,    ----        nonnononnononnononno,    ----etetetet    or    ----etuetuetuetu    agitaagitaagitaagita,            ----

u̱u̱u̱u̱ngngngng    igetaigetaigetaigeta, ----  nogonogonogonogo 

subjunctive 

verb 

Anycik dooli Anycik dooli Anycik dooli Anycik dooli kootkootkootkoot    

cuukulacuukulacuukulacuukula    'Let the 

children go to 

school.'    

a verb that usually follows and gives a purpose 

for a previous verb; often has the prefix kVkVkVkV----    

(2)  Anycik dooli koot cuukula 'Let the 

children go to school.' 

derived verb dangdangdangdang/adangitadangitadangitadangit ꞌargueꞌ;    

dangdangdangdangaaaa/adangtadangtadangtadangtaaaa    

ꞌpersuade ꞌ    

a verb that comes from a common verb;  

usually similar in meaning to the common verb 

passive verb OvvoceOvvoceOvvoceOvvoce eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯi ̱ eḻeg̱iṯi.̱... 'The 

animal was kicked.'    

a verb that makes the doer of the action become 

the receiver of the action; the suffix -eeee is added 

to the verb to show that a switch has been made 

verbal noun Abunna Abunna Abunna Abunna bungenetbungenetbungenetbungenet. ' 

Covering is good.'    

a verb that is used as a noun; common suffixes 

are ––––(w)enet(w)enet(w)enet(w)enet, ----(w)inet(w)inet(w)inet(w)inet, ----(w)onet(w)onet(w)onet(w)onet 

singular 

command 

verb 

TtedTtedTtedTted ( ( ( (iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna)̱ liil!) liil!) liil!) liil! Cross 

the river!    

a verb used to order or command one person to 

do something 

plural 

command 

verb 

EtteditEtteditEtteditEttedit (niga) liil (niga) liil (niga) liil (niga) liil!!!! 

Cross the river!    

a verb used to order or command more than one 

person to do something 

participant lotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenitlotuwenit    'rat' a person or animal in a story    
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Answers to ExercisesAnswers to ExercisesAnswers to ExercisesAnswers to Exercises    

Exercise 2 
 

In the following sentences, underline all nouns.  Do not underline any words that are 

not nouns.  Underline a word once if it is a singular noun.  Underline a word twice if it 

is a plural noun. 
 

Abaito ee̱ṯi ̱necu ki ngaa cinne. 'This man lived with his wife.' 

  

U̱tu̱lu̱zzo̱ lotuwa gonni. 'The rats mourned their friend.' 

  

U̱ru̱we ̱ebere lo̱o̱c. 'He lowered (his) eyes to the ground.' 

  

Arike da ̱gon ol maam koor. 'People used to put water in the sun.' 

  

Kiize anna manyi kaal ne. 'I am the owner of the animal.' 

    

Exercise 3 
 

In the clauses below, underline each noun.  Then circle each relational noun.  
 

U̱tu̱lu̱zzo̱ lotuwa gooni zee,  'The (other) rats mourned their friend, ' 
  

Anycik dooli kidainac ngonoggi 'Let the children marry their sisters ' 
  

bo̱do̱k baatinnne   ku̱ru̱k mucuru 'his/her father must pay tax' 
  

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi 'rat gathered the yeast of his friend 

    kar kuwe cee̱ẕe ̱cinne.      in order to take (it) to his house. ' 
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Exercise 4 

 

In the following sentences, underline all verbs.  Do not underline any words that are not 

verbs.   
 

Itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱unguc ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of Rat.' 

  

Aanycik co̱de ̱ngatinneṉg kodong eez 

neci 

'One of them carried that goat' 

  

. . ., ki logoz ming izzahonik nonno. 'where young men began approaching her' 

  

Iṯiẕo̱n lotuwenti zee bak adai. 'Rat sneezed and sneezed until he died.' 

  

Oot logoz cik Lovi iṉo̱niṯ zee, 'The young men of Lovi thought for a 

while' 

  

Tennet, anyycik dooli koot cuukula, 'Tennet, let the children go to school.' 

 

Exercise 5 

 

In the following lines, underline all verbs.  Then, in the blank ___ on the left, write 'S' if 

the line can stand alone as a sentence.  Write 'C' if the line can only be called a clause.  

Write 'P' if the line can only be called a phrase. 

 

_S_ Odowozik eez necu iṉya ̱ci ee̱ṯ neci The goat butted the neck of that person 

   

_C_ Ming kaṉneḵ keelang ne If I ask the leopard 

   

_P_ do̱lec̱ imma certain child 

   

_C_ kar kala ol goola odohize then continually begged from people 

along the road 

   

_P_ ele idic thin body 
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_S_ aḇic̱e ̱do̱lec̱ the child will be beaten 

   

_S_ aḇu̱re ̱gwaa̱ ̱necu this was a hot fire 

 

Exercise 7 

 

In the following sentences, underline the verb, draw a    circle   around the subject, and 

draw a    box   around the object. 
 

adangone logoz  buuwec ke ̱nenen 

necu ... 

'In the past young men competed for a 

certain young woman ...' 

  

Kanyaha    anna    merden. 'I brought beans.' 

  

Imma bali ningati elema enne   bac̱i ̱cinne 'With this, he accepted his mistake' 

  

Itto  iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱   unguc ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of Rat.' 

  

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱  lotuwenti    laata ci gononi 'Rat gathered the yeast of his friend' 

 

 

In the following, the answers are not yet given – it is just a copy of the Exercises. 

 

Exercise 8 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around words with a 

subject marker, and draw a    box   around all objects.    

    

Iḏdiḵiṟreṯ dooli neginnek ke,̱ 'His children grew up, . . . ' 

  

Okko bali ee̱ṯi ̱. . . marakaca. 'A person . . . went to town' 

  

Abunna zin bo̱do̱k ming azunne dooli, 'It is also good when you care 

for  
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 (your) children,' 

  

. . ., itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱ungec ci lotuwento. '. . ., Fly entered the nose of Rat'  

  

Ize zin keelangi ne, . . . 'Then the leopard said, . . .'  

  

. . ., irong logoz aṯiḵ bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱cik ap̱iṉteḵ eḻeṯti.̱ '. . ., men did not marry women   

 who have large bodies' 

    

Exercise 9 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around words with a 

location marker, and draw a    box   around all objects.    

    

kar kala ol goola odohize, 'then he begged from people along 

      the road,' 

  

kar kitiriwet laata laaraba. 'so that they dry yeast on a flat stone' 

       

Unnu lotuwenit zee rok cee̱ẕ 'He followed rat until the house' 

  

Im̱iṟe ̱uk cee̱ẕa.̱ 'She returned to (her) house' 

  

anyik do̱lec̱ ci ngay̱ye ̱kiḻiṉgliṉg go̱o̱le ̱ 'let girls work as they should' 

     wainne,      (lit.: ꞌ… work in their wayꞌ 

  

Anycik dooli koot cuukula. 'Let (your) children go to school.' 

       

cik utane ru̱u̱maṉi ̱cik ovvoye cuukula. 'to buy clothes with (it) to wear at school' 

       

gerza ming ogonnu kaal ibawa. 'It is bad when you take things by  

      force' (lit.: ꞌwith armꞌ) 
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Exercise 10 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around words with a 

possessive marker, and draw a  box  around all objects.    

    

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi. 'Rat gathered the yeast of his 

friend.' 

  

orongit o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱cik cuukulo ki cik utane  'they needed money for school and  

     ru̱u̱maṉi ̱cik ovvoye cuukula.     to buy clothes to wear at school.' 

  

kar gon kuluta vu̱rti ̱cik bbam̱bbwaḵ wak  'then she collected all the left-over  

     audene ee̱ṯi ̱cinne      cigarette butts from her 

husband.' 

  

orong kar kogoroz gwoo ci keelango. 'he really just wanted to steal the 

      fire of the leopard.' 

  

itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱ungec ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of Rat ' 

  

irong logoz aṯiḵ bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱cik ap̱iṉteḵ eḻeṯti.̱ 'men did not marry ladies who have  

     large bodies.' 

  

kar enne kav̱vu̱ abaanyce ci gwo̱o̱yo̱. 'for this reason he stayed beside the  

     fire.' 

    

Exercise 11 

 

In the following sentences, underline all pronouns.  Do not underline any words that are 

not pronouns.  Underline a word once if it is a subject pronoun.  Underline a word twice 

if it is an object pronoun.   Underline and circle a word if it is a possessive pronoun. 
 

 

Irong dooli ciko een cigannik do̱, een ciggaḵ  'These children are not mine alone,  

    do̱o̱k.     they belong to all of us.' 
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Iziyet zoz ci aḏu̱wa ̱nege. 'Listen to the things they say!' 

  

"Irong anna kajurane, ming alali iṉneṯ looci." 'I won’t refuse you when you are 

cold,  

     you are welcome.' 

  

… kar kuwe cee̱ẕe ̱cinne. … in order to take (it) to his house. 

  

"Irong wanai anna kutungeya laarab." "Did I not leave (it) at the flat stone?" 

  

"Orongi dim iṉna ̱nya? Orongi ttio̱̱ cee̱ẕ 

cinani  

"What do you want? Do you want to  

    ko̱."     enter my house?" 

 

Exercise 12 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle around singular possessive 

pronouns, and draw a  box  around plural possessive pronouns.    

    

"Ngene ci avila laata wanani ke?̱" "Who has removed all my yeast?" 

  

"Orongi ttio̱̱ cee̱ẕ cinani ko̱" "do you want to enter my house?" 

  

elema enne bac̱i ̱cinne. 'he accepted his mistake.' 

  

Irong dooli ciko een cigganik do̱, een ciggaḵ  'These children are not mine 

alone,  

    do̱o̱k.      they belong to all of us.' 

  

ming koo ebere ciggac 'if we open our eyes' 

       

"aṉneḵka ̱ee̱ṯi ̱cinane ne," "my husband told me," 

  

Abaito ee̱ṯi ̱necu ki ngaa cinne. 'this person lived with his wife.' 
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Exercise 13 

    

In the following sentences, underline all verbs, draw a  circle  around all adjectives, and 

draw a    box   around all adjectival nouns.    

    

Anyak bali do̱lec̱ imma ci ap̱pwe ̱ele oroot. 'There was a certain young 

woman  

      who was very fat.' 

  

"Irong anna kajurane, ming alali iṉneṯ looci." 'I won’t refuse you when you are  

     cold, you are welcome.' 

  

"Madim iṉna ̱omori?" "Do you think I am sick?" 

  

… korobok do̱lec̱ kize gerza ele. '… the girl became thin and (her)  

      body became anemic.' 

  

Niga uturtana, abunna ming o̱ngo̱o̱liṉnu̱  'You ladies, it is good when you  

     maccwa ciggog.     respect your husbands.' 

  

iḻlo̱i ̱lutenet ci kaḻu̱te ̱Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ, egeny enne  'No one can cheat God—He is  

     oroot. very clever.' 

    

Exercise 14 

    

In the following sentences, underline number adjectives, draw a circle around  

demonstrative adjectives, and draw a box around indefinite adjectives.    

    

Anyak bali do̱lec̱ imma ci ap̱pwe ̱ele oroot. 'There was a certain young woman  

      who was very fat.' 

  

… bali koor neci irong logoz aṯiḵ bu̱u̱wec̱i ̱ '… a long time ago men did not marry 

     cik ap̱iṉteḵ eḻeṯti.̱      ladies who have large bodies.' 

  

aavte da baḻiy̱e ̱ol niko, iḻlo̱i ̱da rok gwo̱o̱. 'in the past people did not have fire.' 
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… aḇu̱re ̱gwaa̱ ̱necu kemed. '… that was a nice hot fire.' 

  

Avvek enne gwo̱o̱ izong kar kogoroz imma  'He sat … and stole a certain piece' 

     cidici niko,       

  

Uk gwaa̱ ̱necu idite goola, 'The fire went out as he went along the  

      road,' 

  

Anyak zin bali koor imma ci awu alaani  'There was a certain day in which this  

    necu ol Tennetta veelek,     chief called all the Tennet people,' 

  

… kar kuwahek no̱ngiṯto̱n neḵe ̱do̱o̱k '… to convince them of those 

problems.' 

  

    

Exercise 15 

    

In the following sentences, underline adverbs of manner, draw a  circle around  

adverbs of time, and draw a box  around adverbs of place.    

    

Azi ne, ozoz da gon bali reena elegje. 'It is said that, long ago animals were  

     talking.' 

  

Aturneke ngaṟiḏo̱ ningatu. 'The story ends here.' 

  

Een zin da lotuwenti ki iṟo̱ngiṯ gonen oroot. 'Rat and fly were good friends.' 

      

Imma logoz cik Lovi ming ovvo av̱vu̱ vu̱rta,̱ 'But when the young men from Lovi  

          arrived later,' 

  

… ci okko atidic enne okkoye ming ag̱gam̱  '… so that he could take it (with him)  

     gwo̱o̱ ju̱rru̱m,     when it caught fire. 
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anyak ee̱ṯi ̱imma ci da aruce joor. 'there was a man who was recently  

           married.' 

    

Exercise 17 

 

In the following sentences, draw a  circle   around commands, and underline all other 

verbs. 

 

"Korongi kavvek gwo̱o̱ cunne ko̱?" "I want to sit beside your fire." 

       

"Ming kaṉneḵ keelang ne, "Inya gwo̱o̱,"  "If I ask the leopard, “give me fire,” he  

     irong atidic aanyan."      won’t give it." 

  

"…, kar abunna ming o̱ngo̱o̱le.̱" "…, so it is good if you respect (him)." 

       

Iḏdiḵiṟreṯ dooli neginnek ke,̱ orongit  'His children grew up and needed money  

    o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱cik cuukulo.      for school.' 

  

ij̱jiṉ ngaa cinne nonno aṉneḵ ne, "Inya  'his wife asked him, “give me some  

     o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱u̱gge ̱kutuwak dooli 

ru̱u̱maṉi ̱..." 

    money to buy the children clothes...” ' 

  

"Tiḻo̱ dooli, demezek liṉgliṉgo̱n.  "Advice your children and teach (them)  

           work skills." 

  

"Anyik do̱lec̱ ci ngay̱ye ̱kiḻiṉgliṉg go̱o̱le ̱ "Let the girl (female child) do her work,  

     wainne, anyik bo̱do̱k dooli cik maccik       and likewise let the boys (‘male  

     kiḻiṉgliṉgeṯ go̱o̱le ̱wanneṉg."      children’) do their work." 

  

"Kiize anna manyi kaal ne, o̱o̱tte ̱labak,  "I am the owner of the animal, take it  

     dooli."      honestly, children!" 

  

"Ma ngan obodonikku, gerza ming ogonnu  "Do not repeat the bad (act of) taking an  

     kaal ibawa."      animal by force." 
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Exercise 18  

    

In the following lines, underline all verbs and draw a circle around all subject markers.  

In the blank ____ to the left, write which subject is marked on the verb.  The answer 

could be annaannaannaanna, iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna̱iṉna,̱ enneenneenneenne, naganaganaganaga, niganiganiganiga, or negenegenegenege.    

    

_______ Unnu lotuwenit zee rok cee̱ẕ. 'She followed rat until the house.' 

             

_______ itto iṟo̱ngiṯi ̱unguc ci lotuwento. 'Fly entered the nose of rat.'    

       

_______ "Korongi anna kicin ngari," "I want to see a witch doctor," 

        

_______ "Abarik zin ming adau ko̱, anyai  "Before you die, you have just one  

      zar nyeḻo̱k co̱de ̱kar dau!"      month and then you will die." 

   

_______ "Abunna niga buulzet ag̱gam̱nyu̱  "You will do well if in (this)  

      orog ju̱rru̱m."      generation the village learns well." 

        

_______ Iḏdiḵiṟreṯ dooli neginnek ke,̱ 'His children grew up, …' 

        

_______ ming koo ebere ciggac,  'when we open our eyes,' 

    

Exercise 19 

    

In the following lines, underline all verbs and draw a circle around all object markers.  

In the blank ____ to the left, write which object is marked.  The answer could be annitaannitaannitaannita, 

iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉne̱iṉneṯatatata, nonnononnononnononno, agitaagitaagitaagita, igetaigetaigetaigeta, or nogonogonogonogo.        

    

_______ Een mac ci aanyi Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ, 'It is God who gives you a husband,' 

        

_______ "iḻlo̱i ̱gii̱ ̱ci adakung, …" “There is nothing to be eaten (lit.:  

            ‘which eats for you’)” 

        

_______ "een cuukuli ngati aave ko̱, gii ci  "school is the way that will bring 

     aanyi ize jaitot."     you wealth." 
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_______ "Inya o̱ro̱biy̱a ̱u̱gge ̱kutuwak dooli  "Give me some money to buy the  

     ru̱u̱maṉi,̱"     children clothes," 

   

_______ aṉneḵa ̱ee̱ṯi ̱cinane ne, iḻo̱i ̱o̱ro̱biy̱a,̱ 'My husband told me, he has no  

            money,' 

    

Exercise 20 

 

In the following sentences, underline subjunctive verbs, and draw a   circle  around 

verbal nouns. 

 

iṯiv̱iḻa ̱lotuwenti laata ci gononi kar kuwe  'Rat gathered the yeast of his friend in  

     cee̱ẕe ̱cinne.     order to take (it) to his house.' 

  

"Korongi anna kicin ngari, …" "I want to see a witch doctor, …" 

       

Een gii̱ ̱ci een dem̱ziṉeṯ ko̱, ci akannai  'This kind of teaching is something which 

     cee̱ẕa,̱     begins in the home,' 

  

Een alaani necu tuwayoit oroot. 'This chief took good care (of his 

people).' 

  

… ci awu alaani necu ol Tennetta veelek,  'in which this chief called all the Tennet  

     kar kiv̱iṯa ̱kuwait, …      people to come to a meeting …' 

  

"Kabaca, irong ngan kobodonik udenet  "I was wrong and will not drink ever  

     bo̱do̱k."      again." (lit.: ‘… repeat drinking 

again’) 

  

"Korong ku̱lu̱teṯ logoz neḵe ̱Jaine, kartik  "We need to scare these young men of  

     ceremwa, …"      Jain by putting on leather …" 

  

…, orong zin kar kanycik gonni imma. '…, so he wanted to give (it) to a certain  

           friend.' 
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Exercise 21 

 

In the sentences below, fill in each blank _____ with one correct connective.  Choose 

from the following list of connectives:   

 

ma 'and' ming 'when, if ' 

ki 'and, with' baling 'when (past)' 

zin 'then' kar 'so that, in order to, for 

the reason of' 

imma 'but' ci, wa 'who, that, which, of' 

zee 'until' cik, wak 'who, that, which, of' 

 

(From Fat Lady 6-8)  

Azi ngari ne, "Aiyoo, abarik ____  ____ adau 

ko̱, anyai ____ nyeḻo̱k co̱de ̱____ dau!" 

The witch doctor said, “Oh my!  

Before you die, you have just one 

month and then you will die!” 

  

(From Fire 3-7)  

Arike da gon ol maam koor ____, kamalacca 

____ ku̱tu̱ku̱rte ̱aẖaṯ. 

People used to put water on the sun 

until it boiled in order to cook 

food. 

____  ____ uruz da nginatu uk oroota keelang 

____ aḵce ̱gwo̱o̱ya,̱ aḇu̱re ̱gwaa̱ ̱necu kemed. 

Then one day, the dog went to spy on 

the leopard as he cooked on a fire 

that was a nice hot fire. 

Ize ____ uruz ne, “____ku̱tu̱gu̱ gwo̱o̱ necu  ku̱ 

____ idimak ee̱ṯ ____ anyaka annit ko̱?” 

Then the dog said, “What should I do 

to take this fire to the person who 

cares for me?” 

  

(From School 2-8)  

Anyak ____ bali koor imma ____ awu alaani 

necu ol Tennetta veelek, ____ kiv̱iṯa ̱kuwait 

no̱ngiṯto̱n ____ obod ki orog, ____  ____ obod 

ki teẖeṟiṉeṯ. 

There was a certain day in which this 

chief called all the Tennet people 

to come to a meeting on the issue 

of education in the village. 
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A̱nneḵ alaani ol ne, "Abunna niga buulzet 

ag̱gam̱nyu̱ orog ju̱rru̱m. 

The chief said to the people, “You 

will do well if in (this) generation 

the village learns well. 

Een orogi ming____ aave ko̱, ci____ kar____ naga 

do̱o̱k abunna kacin zoz ci____ gerze akunak 

orog". 

The village will remain (strong) and 

we will all thrive when we prevent 

corruption from coming the village. 

____ kize ne, "…" He further said, “…” 

  

(From Tamu 10-13)  

Aave ee̱ṯi ̱____ bak okko ruben udut deḏe.̱ The person truly remained blind 

forever. 

Tennet iḻlo̱i ̱lutenet ____ kaḻu̱te ̱Tam̱u̱taḏdeṉ, 

egeny enne oroot. 

Tennet people, no one can cheat 

God—He is very clever. 

Abunna ____  ____ koo ebere ciggac, niga ol 

do̱o̱k. 

Therefore, it is good when we open 

our eyes, all you people. 

  

 

    


